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NEWSLETTER

YOU ARE the innovators and early adopters, and Cycle Torque’s iPad edition wouldn’t exist without you. As the 
leaders reading Cycle Torque electronically, you’ve given us the feedback - through hundreds and hundreds 
of 5-star ratings - and the encouragement - through hundreds of sparkling reviews on iTunes - to know we’re 
doing something right and doing it well.
I hope you also like this issue, which features many fine bikes, a tough inland tour through some of the most 
inhospitable roads in Australia, our usual dose of news and possibly the writing I look forward to most each month, 
the opinion pieces from Guntrip, Flack, Smart and Pickett.
Don’t be afraid to leave your opinions on the iTunes Store or email me directly - publisher@cycletorque.com.au - I 
like to hear the good and the bad, so if you think we need to lift our game in some way, don’t be afraid to say so.
Now I’d like to ask you, the innovators and early adopters, to do something for me, for Cycle Torque - please tell your 
friends about the iPad edition. Nothing is as powerful in the world of marketing as word of mouth, so if you speak 
to your friends, link to us on Facebook or help a less-geeky iPad owner to subscribe to Cycle Torque’s iPad edition, 
I’d really appreciate it (and to show that appreciation, I’m going to halve the subscription price for you…).
Jokes aside, I hope you like this issue of Cycle Torque enough to tell your friends about it - or let us know how the 
publication needs to improve before you will tell your friends.
And just a short note to those reading the eMag edition – it’s better on an iPad. We’ve been investigating an 
Android tablet edition, but it’s too hard. We’d like to offer a better reading experience on Macs and PCs, but again, 
the software isn’t there (and to be honest, by the time it is I think everyone who wants one will have a tablet). So I 
thank you for reading Cycle Torque, but if you get the chance to look at the iPad edition, give it a few minutes.
Thanks for discovering Cycle Torque’s iPad edition in its first year, I’m sure future editions will be even better.

– Nigel Paterson 
Publisher

PopUp1
http://www.cycletorque.com.au/email-newsletter/
publisher@cycletorque.com.au
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C90T

C50T
Also available as non-touring models.

C109RT

SUZUKIBOULEVARD.COM.AU

NOT A STREET BIKE. A BOULEVARD.

The All-New SUZUKI BOULEVARD C90T cruiser delivers an unmatched level of 
performance – and it’s ready to let you choose any road.  

A liquid-cooled V-Twin engine, the most powerful in its class, built with 
Suzuki-technology delivers outstanding power and torque  specially in low 

to mid-range. Long-range comfort is enhanced by fully integrated hard 
saddlebags, windscreen and  multi-function instrumentation on the C90T 

model. This ride is ready to roll. On the road, or the boulevard.

TAP TO PLAY

http://www.suzukiboulevard.com.au/
V1
http://www.suzukiboulevard.com.au/
http://www.suzukiboulevard.com.au/
http://www.suzukiboulevard.com.au/
http://www.suzukiboulevard.com.au/
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THE LACK of riding areas for young trail bike owners has become front-page news in the Hunter 
Valley, NSW. The Newcastle Herald recently ran a story about the state government doing nothing 
to improve safety of riders and address community concerns about noise.

As far back as 2008 a Hunter-based group was 
formed, tasked with dealing with trailbike 
accidents and community angst.

The report was written and recommended 
Victorian-style recereation registration as well 
as providing bushland for riding - but 
nothing’s been done either by the 
previous Labor Government 
or the now incumbent 
O’Farrell Government.

The Newcastle Herald story, 
which also filled more than a 
full page inside the newspaper, 
featured a picture of Chad Reed 
and implied the sport is losing 
ground becasue of restrictions on 
bike use. n

Calls for OFF-Road Riding Areas

http://www.suzukiboulevard.com.au/
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It’s not where you’re going, It’s how you get there!

NEWS TORQUE

WHERE would you ride if noise wasn’t a restriction? That’s the question 
being prompted by Brad Smith of Braaap Motorcycles and Jon 
Eggenhuizen of Catavolt.
The electric powered Braaap Silent is the brainchild of these two pioneers 
and it makes its debut here after its US debut in the World Electric 
Supercross titles in Las Vegas on May 5.
The Braaap Silent runs the same componentry as the 88cc  four-stroke 
Braaap Superlite except the powerplant is the 48v Catavolt Electric engine 
which provides 100Nm of torque to a machine that weighs in at 55kg.
The bike has twin piston front brake caliper, braided brake lines, 15mm 
oversize hunbs, heavy duty wheel bearings, oversize spokes and heavy 
duty rim bands. 
The frame is chromoly with reinforced neck and frame while suspension 
is upside down telescopic front forks with heavy duty springs, plush fork 
oil and adjustable rear shock.
Transmission is via direct clutchless brushless motor and battery capacity is 48v 20Ah Lithium.
“We are super excited to be racing at the biggest race in the world for our sport,” Brad Smith says.
“Our whole mission is to build a bike that is affordable yet competitive - last year we beat the $10,000 custom built bikes to a title 
in the petrol powered class, and we were on a $4000 bike. Our aim is to do the same this year in the electric class - put our $3990 
bike up against the $11,000 bikes and show the world that the Braaap Silent is a world class product.”
For more information, follow the links at www.cycletorque.com.au/more. n

Braaap is charging

www.cycletorque.com.au/more
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HONDA is chasing hard after the next 
generation of motorcyclist with the release 
of a trio of well priced LAMS offerings in the 
CBR500R, CB500F and CB500X.

The sporty CBR500R will boast a low $6990 for 
the standard and $7490 for the ABS variant, while 
the adventure CB500X shares the $7490 pricetag. 
The CB500F will be $7290 (prices exclude on-road 
costs or registration).

The CBR500R and CB500F will make their 
Australian debut in April 2013 while the CB500X 
will follow in May.

Power for the three variants comes from a lightweight, compact 
500cc parallel twin, liquid cooled, DOHC engine and they will share 
a new frame and chassis developed especially for them.

Ideal for budding sports riders or those scaling back from a larger 
supersport machine the new CBR500R is suitably styled in keeping 
with Honda’s iconic CBR heritage.

The fully cowled sports machine engages a slim, sporty exterior 
imparting an ease of handling and relaxed riding position.

The CB500F should appeal to a new generation of naked bike 

riders with its dynamic proportions reflecting modern European 
styling cues.

Taking inspiration from Honda’s 1200cc V4 Crosstourer, the CB500X 
aims to excite the most adventurous rider. It offers a compact body 
resulting in an easy to handle attractive lightweight crossover 
model, ideal from entry level to experienced riders.

For more information see your Honda dealer or check 
out the links at www.cycletorque.com.au/more. n

Honda’s 
new 500s

www.cycletorque.com.au/more
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New colour for V7

JOHN Sample Group has announced 
the addition of the White V7 Stone to 
the 2013 range.

The Matte Black V7 Stone has proved very popular since its 
launch in 2012 and the addition of the gloss white is sure 
to compliment the range, selling for $13,290 plus on-road 
costs.

The new colour will be available from March so check out 
your local dealer or go to www.motoguzzi.com.au n

Highway 
Performance Bikes

309 PRINCES HWY, ROCKDALE, NSW
(02) 9599 0011

www.ktmmotorcycles.com.au

NEW BIKES

USED BIKES

SERVICE

PARTSTAP TO EXPERIENCE MORE

VIPS1
www.motoguzzi.com.au
www.ktmmotorcycles.com.au
www.ktmmotorcycles.com.au
www.ktmmotorcycles.com.au
www.ktmmotorcycles.com.au
www.ktmmotorcycles.com.au
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THE FIRST of the 2013 Husqvarna CR 125s and 
WR 125 two-strokes have finally arrived in Oz.

Husqvarna remains sereious about two-strokes and 
realised the category was alive and well offering the CR 125 MX variant for an extremely competitive 
Manufacturers Suggested Retail Price of $6,795 plus dealer delivery.

For customers seeking a street legal 125 two-stroke the 2013 WR 125 represents excellent value at the 
manufacturer’s suggested retail price of $6,695 plus dealer delivery. The WR 125 comes with a 12 month 
factory backed parts and labour warranty.

In addition both bikes come with top quality componentry such as Brembo brakes, Excel rims and 
Tommaselli tapered handlebars to name a few.

For more information check out www.cycletorque.com.au/more. n

2013 
Husqvarnas 
are here

NEWS TORQUE

Manufactured in Australia
by Rideworx  
T 02 4271 8244
Find what fits your bike at: www.barkbusters.net

TAP EACH PRODUCT ABOVE FOR MORE INFO

www.cycletorque.com.au/more
PopUp1
http://www.barkbusters.net/
PopUp2
PopUp3
PopUp4
PopUp5
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Dealer enquiries welcome

www.betamotor.com.au

NSW Road Race titles
SYDNEY Motorsport Park will be the venue for the return of the NSW Road Race 
Championships for Modern and Historic machines, April 6 and 7.
The weekend will offer great value for spectators as it also includes the NSW Moto Trials 
Championship.
Tickets will be available at the gate on the day at $20 per adult per day or $35 for a two-day 
pass. Entry for children under 12 is free.
Anyone wishing to hold a trade stall over the weekend should forward an expression of 
interest to mnsw@motorcycling.com.au
“Besides the action on track there will be plenty for spectators to see and do with trade and 
food stalls, childrens’ amusements and family friendly activities planned for the weekend,” 
says Motorcycling NSW President Christine Tickner.
Supplementary Regulations and entry forms for both the Moto Trials and Road Race 
Championships will be found on the Motorcycling NSW website www.motorcycling.com.
au, or follow the links from www.cycletorque.com.au/more. n

Balmy summer days at NSW Frasers
FRASERS motorcycles outlets are abuzz and the summer spirit lives on the Open Day 
specials on offer at all outlets.
Do you have a unique motorcycle? Then bring it along for the Ride In Bike Show for your 
chance to win a $500 gift voucher. Entry is free and Angry Anderson heads up the judging 
panel.
Each store will have it’s own blend of entertainment, refreshments and lots to see and do.
All in-stock parts and accessories are up to 20 per cent off while merchandise and apparel 
are up to 30 per cent off plus you can get free QBE Comprehensive Insurance for all new 
motorcycles (to approved applicants).
Come to the Sydney store, Homebush, On March 3. Newcastle has its open day on March 9 
while Wollongong will be featuring Angry Anderson on April 6 for its Renovation Celebration 
Open Day.
Go to www.cycletorque.com.au/more to find out more n

Bayliss Print supports Spinal Unit
Anthony Steel from Tamworth has won our auction of the signed Troy Bayliss print, his 
donation of $800 to the Moorong Spinal Unit in Sydney being the highest received.
The auction, which ran through January, was run by Cycle Torque on behalf of the Ducati 
Owners’ Club of NSW, which donated the signed print.
Thanks to everyone involved for helping support an organisation which does a lot to help 
motorcyclists who have been dealt a nasty blow and need their services. n

www.betamotor.com.au
www.betamotor.com.au
www.betamotor.com.au
mailto:%20mnsw%40motorcycling.com.au
www.motorcycling.com.au
www.motorcycling.com.au
www.cycletorque.com.au/more
www.cycletorque.com.au/more
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THIS is our February winner in the Reevu helmet competition.

It comes from Terry Gibson who says “this is my mate Jeff helping to get the BMW through the mud on the road 
to Carnarvon Gorge. I’ve titled it ‘Mudlark’. Hey a bit of mud just makes it more fun and worth the adventure.”

Well, these guys surely have a positive attitude!

Congratulations and thanks to Reevu helmets for supporting our promotion. n

Reevu helmet winner
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DUCATI AUSTRALIA has announced a second serving of 
the popular Multistrada Experience from Friday, April 5 
to Sunday, April 7.

Open to all Ducati Multistrada owners and their pillion 
passengers, the three-day event will take place in the 
scenic Victorian High Country.

“Since its introduction in 2003, the Multistrada has been 
providing thousands of riders all over the world and 
throughout Australia with countless hours and kilometres 
of riding pleasure and enjoyment, truly opening up those 
endless horizons,” Ducati Australia CEO Warren Lee said.

“In 2013 what better way to also celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of the Multistrada than with a weekend 
away all together on our Multistradas in the spectacular 
Victorian High Country.”

Included in the event pricing of $195 per person is a 
commemorative gift bag, welcome drinks, two three-
course dinners, on-route support for the group ride, 
the opportunity to test ride the 2013 Multistrada with 
innovative Skyhook semi-active suspension and the all 
new Hyperstrada, as well as benefit from information 
sessions from top Ducati technicians.

Pricing does not include accommodation, although discounted 
rates have been organised at the stunning contemporary venue.

The award-winning Sport, Touring, Urban and Enduro electronic 
riding modes of the latest Multistrada 1200 enables a fully 
customisable riding experience all at just the click of a button. 
The 4-bikes-in-1 concept makes instant adjustment to power and 

torque delivery in addition to electronic adjustment of suspension 
settings, traction control (DTC) and now ABS and Ducati Skyhook 
Suspension (DSS), instantly transforming the Multistrada 1200 to 
suit its rider and the environment for total comfortable, versatility 
and safety.

Follow the links from www.cycletorque.com.au/more to register, 
read Cycle Torque’s articles about the Multistrada and lots more. n

Multistrada Experience is back

www.cycletorque.com.au/more
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MX Nationals 
starts April 1
MOTORCYCLING Australia (MA) has released the 
Supplementary Regulations for the 2013 Australian 
Motorcross Championships to be held over 10 
rounds across NSW, SA, Victoria and Queensland.

The rounds are: Rd 1 April 14, Raymond Terrace, 
NSW, Rd 2: April 28 Murray Bridge, SA, Rd 3: May 5 
Wonthaggi, Vic, Rd 4: May 19 Broadford, Vic, Rd 5: 
June 2 Conondale, Qld, Rd 6: July 14, Appin, NSW, Rd 
7 July 28, Hervey Bay, Qld, Rd 8: Aug 11, Swan Hill, Vic, 
Rd 9: Aug 25 Toowoomba, Qld, Rd 10: Aug 31-Sept 1, 
Coolum, Qld.

Supp Regs can be downloaded from www.ma.org.au/
suppregs

Entries are now being accepted and must be lodged 
online at http://www.mxnationals.com.au n

Melbourne Fair 
Go Run
ALL motorcycle, scooter, sidecar, trike riders and 
passengers are invited to take part in the first ever 
Fair Go Run on Saturday, March 16 starting from the 
BP Service Station corner of Cooper St and Scanlon 
Dr, Epping (Vic) before departing 10am for Seymour.

There are no fees or registrations.

At 11am there will be speeches outside the office 
of Cindy McLeish in Wallis St, Seymour and guest 
speakers will include Luke Donnellan MP, Shadow 
Minister for Transport and the TAC, before departing at 
noon for lunch at Flowerdale Pub.

The Fair Go Run is the idea of the Independent Riders' 
Group set up by Damien Codognotto in 2007 as an 

informal think tank.

It has since been recognised in Parliament as a peak 
body representing motorcyclists in Victoria and has 
made its presence known through the Victorian 
Parliamentary Inquiry into Motorcycle Safety.

The run aims to make drivers aware that all vulnerable 
road users have a right to use our roads. and to 
encourage authorities to adopt the Parliamentary 
Inquiry recommendations before the 2014 (Vic) 
elections.

It also aims to encourage participants to visit their local 
MPs and request that they increase driver awareness 
and also advocate for the acceptance of the inquiry 
recommendations.

Other states will be closely monitoring this run and 
what it stands for, hoping that it will have an impact on 
those who make decisions about how we ride, such as 
politicians and bureaucrats.

Because, let's face it, "Sorry Mate I Didn't See You" 
is not an excuse - it's an admission of negligence or 
incompetence, or both!

For more information ring (03) 9846 8621. n

BRP extends Surf 
Life Saving aid
BRP and Surf Life Saving Australia have announced 
the launch of the 2013 BRP Powercraft Equipment 
Grant.

As part of this new grant, BRP will offer $360,000 worth 
of equipment to Surf Life Saving (SLS) affiliated clubs 
and services across Australia. This will allow them to 
purchase heavily subsidised approved powercraft for 
essential patrolling duties.

As a sponsor and official powercraft provider to Surf 
Life Saving , BRP Australia have had selected units 

within the Sea-Doo Personal Watercraft (PWC) and 
Can-Am Side-by-Side Vehicles (SSV) range approved 
for SLS Clubs around the country.

Within the Sea-Doo range, the GTI 130 has been 
approved for SLS branches around Australia.

SLS has selected Sea-Doo as their Rescue Water Craft of 
choice for use in demanding surf conditions. Offering 
the latest in safety features including a unique on-
water braking system,

Sea-Doo provides unparalleled manoeuvrability 
and performance. Likewise for the Can-Am range of 
Off-Road Vehicles, SLS has approved the use of the 
Can-Am Commander 800R with its superior stability, 
rider-focused design, greater towing capacity and 
unmatched soft-sand performance.

Commenting on the relationship, Kym Pardey, 
Marketing Manager for BRP Australia, explained: 
"By providing SLS with Rescue Craft that maximises 
their rescue response capabilities and helps reduce 
drowning on Australian beaches, BRP is able to 
make an important contribution to the community. 
Furthermore, Sea-Doo watercraft, Evinrude outboards 
and Can-Am all terrain vehicles incorporate the latest 
technology to ensure that they respect our waterways 
and natural surroundings. By offering this grant, BRP 
offers SLS an opportunity to increase the amount of 
rescue vehicles on Australia's beaches and continue to 
save more lives".

SLSA’s National Coastal Safety Services Manager, Matt 
Thompson believes the grant will be of great benefit to 
the selected clubs.

“This grant will give clubs greater opportunities to 
purchase essential surf life saving powercraft which 
ultimately means beach patrol will operate more 
efficiently and effectively.” n

www.ma.org.au/suppregs
www.ma.org.au/suppregs
http://www.mxnationals.com.au
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Kudos for Sydney, Newcastle 
BMW dealers
SYDNEY’S Procycles St Peters store has been awarded the prestigious 
title of BMW National Metropolitan Dealer of the Year for 2012 while 
the Year Rural Award for 2012 has gone to Brisan Motorcyc-les in 
Newcastle.

It is the second time for Procycles St Peters having taken the award in 
2011, while the Procycles Hornsby store took the title in 2010.

The Procycle group has enjoyed a 35-year relationship representing 
BMW at Hornsby and more recently at St Peters.

“Procycles winning BMW Dealer of the Year for the third time reinforces 
our commitment to the BMW brand and philosophy, said Procycles St 
Peters Manager Vik Popovski.

“We value our BMW customer relationships and try just that little bit 
harder to ensure their BMW riding experience is a positive one. And it’s 
rewarding to see BMW and our customers judging Procycles St Peters as 
the best dealer in Australia.”

Meantime, the BMW Dealer of the Year Rural Award for 2012 has gone to 
Brisan Motorcycles in Newcastle.

Brisan’s Dealer Principal Clint Davis said it was an honour for the team at 
Brisan’s to win the award again.

“After winning the award back in 2010 we have made further changes to 
the way we do business with an aim to improve the whole experience 
for customers,” he said.

“We plan to keep improving our business so that we can be in a strong 
position to take out the award again in 2013.”

You can find links to these dealers at www.cycletorque.com.au/
more. n

http://www.brp.com/en-au
http://www.brp.com/en-au
www.cycletorque.com.au/more
www.cycletorque.com.au/more


CYCLE TORQUE MARCH 2013 -  15NEWS TORQUE
Slick Mick Claims Bayliss 
Classic
FORMER AMA flat-track aspirant Mick Kirkness (Suzuki RM-Z450) 
timed his run to perfection, wisely making his way through the heats 
and into Superpole before running away with the Troy Bayliss Cup 
from Troy Herfoss (Honda CRF450) at Old Bar, NSW, on 19 January. 

Kirkness, his family and friends were justifiably jubilant, the $2500 
winning prizemoney counting for nothing. “When I read about the 
prizemoney, I turned away from it straight away because this was race 
was never going to be about the money,” he said. “I was a little bit dirty 
when I wasn’t included in the Legends [list], so I just wanted to beat 
those guys.” Promoter Bayliss said his main goal was to make the final, 

which he did, finishing fourth 
behind Kirkness, Herfoss and 
Jarryd Oram. “I tried to catch 
the leaders, but I kept hitting 
a bump in the last turn so I 
couldn’t make up the time,” 
Bayliss said. Stephen Gall 
(Yamaha YZ450F) was the 
best of ex-MXers with a heat 
win in the over-35s, and third 
overall in the class. 

The oil-track event had a 
shaky start when drizzle 
put the schedule back three 
hours, with the first race 
starting at 2:30pm. There 
were several other rain 
stoppages, but all the main 
event finals were completed 
by 9:15pm. 

Dirt-Track The Winner

The Troy Bayliss Classic has well and truly dirt-track back in the spotlight. 
Just what course the 2014 event could take will be sorted out over the 
next six months. There is a suggestion  the TBC may become a stand-
alone meeting possibly away from Old Bar, for this event was tagged 
onto the Taree MCC’s annual twilight race. Indeed, the TBC could become 
a multi-round summer dirt-track series with dates in Queensland, 
New South Wales and maybe Victoria. Speed television sent up Kevin 
Magee and a crew to cover the event for a yarn. Who knows, the event 
could possibly attract full-blown TV coverage if enough sponsors and 
manufacturers get on board. With so many stars on board, it could be 
huge. n

Cycle Torque Work 
Experience
If you’d like to gain some experience working in Motorcycle Media, here’s 
your opportunity to be an intern at Cycle Torque’s Newcastle office.

You’d need to be a Newcastle-based university student with at least one 
full day each week available to work on Cycle Torque’s print, iPad and 
web platforms.

We will put together a program to give you experience working across 
the different areas of Cycle Torque including editing, video production, 
photography and writing.

Send us a one-page application which outlines the following:

– What you are studying and what year you are in

– Your motorcycling experience

– A sample of your work (links to photography or video, samples of your 
writing).

Email applications to jobs@cycletorque.com.au. nMick Kirkness. 

mailto:jobs%40cycletorque.com.au?subject=Work%20Experience
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HISTORIC WINTON
HISTORIC Winton, Australia’s largest all-
historic motor race meeting, presents a 
weekend of non-stop racing featuring 
over 400 historic racing cars and 
motorbikes from the 1920s to the 1980s 
from Friday, May 24 to Sunday, May 26.  
Event include the Benalla & District Classic 
Car & Motorbike Tour on Friday May 24.
The weekend sees spectator access to 
the competition paddock with fabulous 
old racing machines on open display, a 
selection of Minervas, veteran and vintage 
cycle-cars.
If you have a classic or special-interest car or 
bike, join the spectator car park display.
Raceway entry fees are: Sat $20, Sun $30, 
competition paddock $5, children 14 and 
under are free.
Historic Commercial & Military Vehicles - 
free entry for vehicles 50 years and older.
Aussie Ute gathering for pre-1975 vehicles 
with great trophies awarded.
Classic Car Show for veteran and vintage, 
sports and classics, hot rods and customs, 
street machines, commercial and motor 
bikes. For more information contact Noel 
Wilcox on 0413 702 558.  
More info www.historicwinton.org 

BMW SELLS 
HUSQVARNA
BMW has announced that it has sold 
Husqvarna to Pierer Industrie AG, which 
is headed by Stefan Pierer, coincidentally 
the CEO at KTM.
The sale however is not to KTM, but to 
Pierer himself. BMW purchased Husqvarna 
from the Castiglioni family less than five 
years ago. The family also held the MV 
Agusta marque at the same time.

It’s unknown at this stage whether the 
purchase by Pierer will affect his position at 
KTM.
The sale will naturally be subject to 
approval by anti-trust authorities and both 
companies have agreed not to disclose the 
sale price.
BMW says the move is part of a strategy 
to realign its BMW Motorrad business and 
part of this will focus on urban mobility and 
e-mobility.
BMW foray into urban mobility kicked off 
with the launch of its C650 GT and C600 
Sport maxi-scooters recently and an electric 
scooter by 2014 is not out of the question 
as the company targets environmentally-
friendly combustion engines and pure 
electric drivetrains.

TT-R250 MORE 
AFFORDABLE
YAMAHA has announced that the class 
leading TT-R250 is now more affordable 
than ever with a recommended retail price 
of $5999. In fact this legendary air-cooled 
DOHC offroad trail bike has never been 
this affordable since its introduction in 
1993.
The four-valve twin cam engine produces a 
broad 33bhp that finds traction where more 
peaky powerplants find wheelspin and its 
push-button electric start was the first to 
appear on a mainstream trail bike.
Enduro legend Geoff Ballard has owned 
TT-R250s since 1999 and even scooped a 
gold medal at the 1999 ISDE riding a TT-
R250 with minimal modifications. Another 
Yamaha legend, Stefan Merriman, won the 
250cc four-stroke class of the Thumper Nats 
on a TT-R250 so there’s no shortage of race 
pedigree in this model. Visit your nearest 
Yamaha dealer to find out more or check 
out www.yamaha-motor.com.au n

WWW.ZUMA.COM.AU
(02) 4285 9400

AUSTRALIAN EXCLUSIVE IMPORTER FOR SHINERAY

XY250GY-2

TAP FOR MORE INFO

MOTARD

TAP FOR MORE INFO

ENDURO

TAP FOR MORE INFO

MOTOCROSS
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THREE HOT REASONS
AS IF the low seat, optional ABS, learner 
friendly status, or the claim of most power 
in its class isn’t enough, then Kawasaki is 
offering three more hot reasons to get on a 
new Ninja 300.
If you purchase a new Kawasaki Ninja 300 
before March 28 you will get a free high-rise 
winshield, colour-coded seat cowl and fairing 
guards, valued at over $650.
For more information check out your nearest 
Kawasaki dealer or visit www.kawasaki.com.au

HUSQVARNA EXTENDS 
OFFER
THE PAUL Feeney Group has announced the 
extension of the “Get On A Husqvarna Today” 
campaign till the end of March.
The promo covers Husqvarna’s core offroad 
models for the remaining dealer stock of both 
2011 and 2012 model years.
The promotion offers savings of up to $2,900 
off the regular Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail 
Price (MSRP), plus the inclusion of value added 
accessories at no additional charge such as the 
Husqvarna branded 3m x 3m alloy race tent 
as well as selected performance options from 
the Husqvarna special parts range including 
ECU/fuel injector upgrade kits and Akrapovic 
exhaust systems for selected models.
 The excellent price savings on offer are further 
boosted with the additional “Husqvarna 110th 
birthday celebrations Cash Back” which offers 
retail customers an additional $500 cash back 
plus a free Genuine accessory pack consisting of 
a Husqvarna cap, goggles, key ring and coffee 
mug valued at a further $133.75.
For more information check out your 
nearest Husqvarna dealer or go to www.
husqvarnamotorcycles.com.au

VALLEY MOTORCYCLES
RAYMOND Terrace in the Hunter Valley has a 
dyno tuning facility again, thanks to newly 
established Valley Motorcycles. Mick Connolly, 
formerly of Dyno Bike Solutions, has teamed 
up with Billy Keegan, a KTM offroad specialist 
technician with AORC experience and Jereme 
Dafter who is a Harley-Davidson technician 
with 18 years experience, including custom 
modification work.
Gav is back as Chief Dyno Consultant and the 
new business will offer a full dyno tuning facility 
maintaining their Approved Power Commander 
Tuning Centre accreditation.
The new shop also is looking to develop 
stockist credentials for tyres.
Located in Carmichael St, Raymond Terrace, you 
can call the crew on (02) 4987 2344 or check 
out www.valleymotorcycles.com.au for more 
information. 

GREEN SLIP CHANGES
NSW Premier Barry O’Farrell has announced 
changes to the NSW Compulsory Third 
Party system. By changing the onus of fault, 
the NSW Government predicts prices will 
decrease by 15 per cent.
According to the Motorcycle Council of NSW 
you need to look no further than CTP costs for 
motorcyclists as the best example of this broken 
system. In the last 10 years, approximately 
$116m has been paid out to victims of 
motorcycle incidents (in 740 claims), yet 
motorcyclists have forked out $115m in every 
one of those same 10 years to compulsorily 
insure themselves for annual registration. 
“Whilst today’s announcement is a step in the 
right direction, more needs to be done to turn 
green slips into a fair and honest scheme for 
riders and drivers alike,” MCC spokesperson 
Justin Dorward said. n
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VALE LESLIE (JOHN) 
THOMSON
Motorcycling Australia (MA) is saddened to 
hear of the passing of Leslie John Thomson 
(aged 85), known to most as John.

John was an inherent member of the MA 
community, having held the position of 
President of Motorcycling Australia (ACCA) from 
1978 to 1992, and President of Motorcycling 
Victoria (ACUV) from 1973 to 1978. 

John was also a member of the CCR (Road 
Racing) Commission for several years with 
the International Federation of Motorcycle 
Sport (FIM) and upon retirement was made an 
honorary member of that Commission.

Well known throughout the industry for his 
passion and contribution to motorcycle sport, 
John will be held in our memories and sorely 
missed.

Motorcycling Australia and the entire 
motorcycle sport community extends its sincere 
condolences to John’s family and friends at this 
time. 

QBE SUPPORTS ASBK
RIDERS contesting the 2013 QBE Australian 
Superbike Championships (ASBK) will benefit 
from an injection of prizemoney and a range of 
contingency programs.

ASBK promoter International Entertainment 
Group (IEG), is ensuring a greater return to 
riders racing in classes across the board by an 
expanded prize pool, with $85,000 allocated 
to the six rounds, extending as far back as 12th 
place.

Riders who contest the entire series will be 
entitled to a loyalty program payment of up to 
$300 for the Superbike and Supersport classes, 
extending the initial value of reduced entry fees.

Naming-rights sponsor QBE will offer a new 
contingency program for successful Supersport 
riders who promote the brand on their helmet 
and motorcycle, with a pool of over $10,000 on 
offer.

Tyre partner Pirelli will offer a range of 
contingencies and rebates for all classes, 
including a significant rebate on entry fees for 
competitors who run Pirelli-shod machines in 
the Superbike, Prostock and Supersport classes.

Pirelli have injected a further $5,000 LINK dollars 
across the series in the 250 Production class to 
encourage budding road racers to pursue their 
personal racing goals at the top level.

The Pirelli Privateer Contingency sees a free set 
of Pirelli Diablo Supercorsa SC tyres awarded to 
the highest place privateer in Supersport 600 
and a set of Pirelli Superbike SC slicks (in small 
sizes) to Superlites.  

WAYNE MAXWELL TO 
SUZUKI
TEAM Suzuki will defend its Australian 
Superbike Championship (ASBK) title with 
Wayne Maxwell in 2013, the experienced 
Victorian signing with the championship-
winning squad to pilot a factory supported 
GSX-R1000 this season. 

Maxwell, 30, finished runner-up last year behind 
former Team Suzuki rider Josh Waters in the 
ASBK series is now setting his sights on a first 
Australian Superbike title with Suzuki. 

Team Suzuki will contest the seven-round ASBK 
championship in 2013 along with the World 
Superbike (WSBK) and MotoGP support races. 
Maxwell’s initial testing at Phillip Island has the 
team positive about his chances in this year’s 
championship. 

“I’m very excited to be joining Team Suzuki 
for this season and to work with both Phil and 
Lynne Tainton is something I’m really looking 
forward to as well,” Maxwell commented.

Maxwell will replace former rival Waters at 
Suzuki, with the latter now embarking on an 
international career. Including Waters’ 2012 
title, the combination of Suzuki Australia and 
Phil Tainton Racing has claimed 10 national 
championships since 1996 – five of those 
powered by the GSX-R1000. n
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2013 ASBK TYRE 
HOMOLOGATION LIST
MOTORCYCLING Australia (MA) has 
released the 2013 Australian Superbike 
Championship (ASBK) Tyre Homologation 
List.

The list is current as of 24 January 2013. Any 
changes to the list will be published on the 
MA website as they occur. Follow the link 
from www.cycletorque.com.au/more  

AUST SUPERMOTO 
DATE CHANGE
THERE has been a date change announced 
by Motorcycling Australia (MA) for the 2013 
Australian Supermoto Championship.

The Championship will now be held on 6-7 
September at the Whitsunday Raceway in 
Queensland.

For further information about the 2013 
Australian Supermoto Championship please 
contact Andrew Auld on 0429 875 729.

SNOWSILL AND HUGHES 
CONNECT FOR FX
COREY Snowsill returns from European 
competition to contest the Australian FX 
Superbike championship alongside Joel 
Hughes in the new look BC Performance by 
Bikesconnect race team.

After a successful debut at the final round 
of the 2012 FX Superbike championship 
the BC Performance by Bikesconnect Team 
is returning with 17-year-old Snowsill and 
Hughes on a pair of Kawasaki ZX-10Rs.

The new team-mates will start their campaign 
at Sydney Motorsport Park over the weekend 
of March 1-3.

Snowsill raced in the European Superstock 

600 championship last year and hopes the 
experience will stand him in good stead.

After missing two seasons of racing due 
to injuries and lack of sponsors Caringbah 
resident Joel made a successful debut aboard 
the ZX-10R at the final FX Superbike round 
last year.

For more information about the race team go 
to www.bcperformance.com.au.

BARRY’S FESTIVAL
THE annual Barry Sheene Festival of Speed 
will again showcase everything historic 
when it comes to motorcycling.

Held over three days, 15-17 March 2013, 
the event has become huge. Besides the 
hundreds of historic racing motorcycles 
going their harderst on the track, the 
organisers have worked extremely hard 
to make the event more than just a race 
meeting.

Trade stands, club displays and a massive 
Show N Shine regularly attract massive 
numbers of spectators.

The battle between the ditch will again be 
enthralling to watch too, as the Australian 
and New Zealand teams go head to head in 
the Trans-Tasman Challenge.

Sidecars are on the drawcard as well, and will 
incorporate the first round of the Australian 
F1 and F2 Sidecar Championship.

On top of that you can see historic 
motorcycles of all eras on the track during the 
parade laps.

Cycle Torque will be there too, racing a Period 
4 CB500 Honda and a Pre Modern Honda 
CBR900RR. Make sure you call around to our 
stand where you will be able to see and touch 
our Isle Of Man Ducati race bikes, have a chat, 
and possibly even buy a motorcycle book or 
two.  n
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It was all about raising funds for the Taree MCC, Bayliss’s 
old club. And raise some funds they did. The place was 
packed solid, apparently over 4000 people turned up, 
and at $20 a head for an adult the club would have raked 
some cashola in. And good on them. $20 was dirt cheap 
for the entertainment given, and everyone I’ve spoken to 
since the night had a blast.

The amount of talent on display – I mean riding talent – 
was almost mind blowing, and the racing showed that 
just about every one of the ‘Legend’ riders still had a fair 
dollop of competitiveness in their veins.

Check out the field: Stephen Gall, David Armstrong, Chris 
Vermeulen, Jason Crump, Paul Caslick, Josh Brookes, 
Anthony Gunter, Randy de Puniet, Josh Waters, Troy 
Herfoss, Shawn Giles, Garry McCoy, Broc Parkes, Barry 
Cockle, Jamie Stauffer, Chris Watson, Wayne Maxwell, 
Chris Hollis, Damian Cudlin, Toby Price, Josh Hook, 
Vaughan Styles, Phil Lovett and host of the night, Troy 
Bayliss.

Now, I’ve been to shed loads of road race meetings over 
the years and I can’t remember the last time I had such a 
buzz, especially when the gate went down and the bikes 
launched down the main straight. At one stage, just as 
a race was about to start, I said to a mate, “look at the 
riding ability across that line. When was the last time you 
saw that?” A very long time ago, if ever.

It never ceases to impress me that guys who were 
superstars 30 years ago can still ride very hard. Steven 
Gall, Paul Caslick, Chris Watson and Phil Lovett were 
three of the older riders who are still very quick and 
not frightened of having a red hot go. And Troy Bayliss 
showed he hasn’t gone off the boil either.

There was no quarter given in many of the races, and in 
one race I’m sure I saw Broc Parkes give Troy Herfoss a 

love tap. Both stayed upright, and 
I’m sure friends, after the incident. 
Maybe my eyes played tricks on me 
but it was real close. Taree local, and 
now Honda Australia rider, Josh Hook 
wasn’t overawed by the big names, 
winning a number of heat races but I 
didn’t see him in the final. I was told 
later he didn’t qualify for the final, 
but that seems odd considering his 
pace earlier in the meeting. Hook has 
a huge future I reckon. I’ve known 
him since he first started road racing 
and it’s rare to see a rider with that 
much focus. He’s very talented and a 
future Aussie champ, at least, in my 
opinion.

There was talk of the Bayliss Classic becoming a series of 
possibly a few rounds, but I think the logistics of it would 
make it almost impossible to do. Many of the riders on 
display are still current racers so any series would have 
to be done in a short space of time, maybe like the 
Australian Solo Speedway titles which are run over the 
new year break.

Another rider who was great to watch was Randy de 
Puniet, in Australia to marry his Aussie girlfriend, Lauren 
Vickers. By all accounts dirt track is quite new to de 
Puniet but he proved he was a fast learner, putting in 
some great rides to prove he really is a world class rider.

Rain caused some delays early in the day, and threatened 
the whole event, but most punters stayed to watch 
the action. The final included a couple of wildcards, 
local riders Jarryd Oram and Mick Kirkness. Kirkness 
has raced extensively in the American dirt track scene, 
and is arguably Australia’s leading dirt tracker. He won 

comfortably from Herfoss and Oram in third.

Where to from here? If the organisers can at least run one 
‘Legends’ event I think the crowds will come, if only to see 
their heroes race in a grass roots atmosphere.

I would dearly love to see some big twin cylinder dirt 
track racing on longer tracks in Australia. I could see me 
building a bike for that, but there just doesn’t seem to 
be the passion to get it going. You might see the odd 
meeting or two which has some bikes like that but it’s 
small scale really. I believe Newcastle Suzuki/Husqvarna 
dealer Graeme Boyd is trying to get such a series off and 
running. If he does I’d love to be a part of it with my son 
Alex riding.

I should leave the last word to Alex. After one race he 
said, “I was just talking to Jason Crump while he was on 
his bike waiting to race. He’s such a nice bloke to talk to.” 
“Why wouldn’t he be?,” I replied.

– Chris Pickett

I’VE always been a bit of a speedway and dirt track fan but in recent times have only 
seen them in person sparingly. But the recent Troy Bayliss Classic at Old Bar was one 
of the best race days I’ve been to in years.Ballistic
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On November 14, 1953, at a place called 
Korweinguboora just north of Melbourne, the 
Ballarat Motorcycle Club hosted the first ever 
Australian Scrambles Championship on a track 
that crossed two shallow creeks and thanks to rain 
leading up to the event the track was tough going 
with quagmires of mud coupled with choking dust 
greeting the riders.

Ken Rumble dominated the day by winning the 
125cc and 250cc championships on his BSA then 
switched to his Matchless to take the Unlimited 
Solo championship before scoring a close second 
to AJS mounted John Burrows in the 350cc class.

Rumble turned up to Sheidow Park in South 
Australia on August the 8th in 1954 keen as 
mustard to win all four classes armed with a 125cc 
BSA and the mighty 250cc BSA Bantam but the 
competition had stepped up in speed so the 
Victorian star had to settle for  the 125cc and 350cc 
championships while Ray Wall won the 250cc class 
from Terry Medlow and Rumble.

Charlie May took his AJS to a hard win in the 
unlimited class ahead of George Lipp and Chris 
Lowater.

On July the 3rd, 1955, the Australian Scramble 
Championships were held in Western Australia at a 
place called Mosman Park where the 2.5 mile track 
was marked out through a limestone quarry with 
each class contesting a 10 lap race in the morning 
and a 14 lap race in the afternoon.

That is a 25 mile race followed by a 35 mile race and 
if you were running more than one class you would 
be jumping off one bike and straight to the starting 
line for the next. And considering how tough the 
course was and the fact that most of these bikes 
had very little suspension these guys must have 

been unbelievably fit.

In front of 20,000 spectators (you read right) John 
Rock won the 250cc class from John Shaw while 
Peter Nicol fought hard to take the 350cc class 
from Les Jesser. Ron Edwards won the 500cc class 
from Bill Watson and Eric Kosonen then backed 
it up (literally) with a second to Peter Nicol in the 
Unlimited class.

History was made in 1956 when the championship 
made its way to the Moorebank Army Camp near 
Sydney on the 27th of May when Channel Nine did 
its very first outside broadcast for a sporting event.

In front of a huge crowd and the TV audience 
Victorian rider George Bailey managed to win the 
125cc class from Mal Williams and Ian Heggart then 
backed it up with a win in the 250cc class ahead of 
Blair Harley and Williams.

Bailey was actually winning the 350cc final until his 
‘Matchy’ failed, handing the win to Peter Nicol who 
just beat home Damien Christie and Don Russel 
then in the 500cc class Bailey bounced back to win 
the championship ahead of the super-fast Charlie 
West and Charlie Scaysbrook.

In the unlimited race there was a titanic battle 
between the in-form riders of the day with Peter 
Nicol, Charlie West, Don Russell and George Bailey 
all battling hard for the win but poor old Charlie 
hit a wall (physically) half way through the last race 
so West went on to take the win from Nicol and 
Russell.

July 14th, 1957 marked the first time the Aussie 
titles came to Queensland and the super-fast Holt 
Park circuit out near Amberly (west of Ipswich) 
hosted the event with riders reaching 70 miles per 
hour down the main straight.

Ken Richards drove up from Victoria and made the 

most of his little BSA’s speed to take the 125cc 
championship ahead of Ray Dole and ‘local gun’ 
Chris Berendes while in the 350cc class another 
local Clarrie Stewart put his Matchless to good 
use to win the title from Kevin Cox and Western 
Australian Peter Nicol who drove all the way 
across the Nullabor for the event.

George Bailey defended his 250cc title ahead of 
Blair Hartley and John Astley on one of the first 
Puch 250s in Australia then Bailey managed to 
win one of the titles he didn’t win the year in the 
Unlimited class on his Triumph ahead of Nicol and 
Stewart.

OK, so far the Australian Scramble Championship 
has been to Victoria, South Australia, Western 
Australia and Queensland so the obvious choice for 
1958 was Tasmania. It was the Evansdale Club at 
Launceston that hosted the event on May the 18th 
and the locals were rapt when Alan Lee won the 
125cc class from Ken Richards and George Rowling 
(all on BSA), then another local Alan Atkins took his 
Puch to the 250cc title ahead of Alan Lee and Peter 
Groucott.

Charlie West and Alan Nicol committed to the trip 
from Western Australia and they took out first and 
second in the 350cc class from South Aussie Jim 
Silvy (again all on BSA) then Silvy jumped on his 
Matchless to win the 500cc title from Queenslander 
Clarrie Stewart and Bobby Haythorpe after Charlie 
West and Alan Nicol took each other out in the final 
moto.

Charlie West bounced back to win the unlimited 
class from John Burrows and Jim Silvy now back on 
the BSA. You notice that almost everyone is riding 
at least two, three or four classes, these guys were 
animals.

The last Australian Scramble Championship held 
in the 50s returned to Adelaide and the face of 
scrambles changed with a Maico and a Greeves 
entering the list of machinery but still was the BSA 
riders who won the 125cc class with Stan Jones 
beating the more fancied and local favourite Jim 
Silvy for the title.

Maico rider Alan Nicol won the 250cc title from Ron 
Shand on the Greeves with Harry Miller getting the 
final podium position on his Triumph then future 
stars Roy East and Ray Fisher battled hard for the 
350cc title with East getting the nod over Fisher 
and Ken Almond.

Fisher bounced back to win the 500cc title from 
John Mitchell and Les Fisher (no relation) before 
a titanic battle ensued in the unlimited class with 
multi champion Charlie West narrowly beating 
Fisher and East for the championship.

So there it is, our heritage, the early days of our 
sport. Can you imagine the long drive in cars that 
are now collector’s items across endless dirt roads 
to race motorcycles that would had been far from 
desirable in comparison to what we are riding 
today? Imagine the stories that could be told. These 
men were pioneers and without them motocross 
wouldn’t be what it is today.

 – Darren Smart

Scrambles in the ‘50s
I WAS doing some research on the history of Australian motocross the other day and found out the very first 
Australian Scrambles Championship was held way back in 1953, making this season the 60th anniversary of the 
Australian Motocross Championships. I thought it as good a time as any to take a look at those early days.
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His times were competitive and his battered confidence is 
well on the way to being fully restored. Probably the most 
important thing is that he hasn’t fallen down. Rossi’s self-belief 
can only get stronger as we head into the season-opener at 
Qatar, and the GP veteran is very well placed to challenge 
for race wins and ultimately the world championship. Make 
no mistake, Rossi will be a title contender despite his public 
comments playing down his chances. He is under no real 
pressure, and following his disastrous two years with Ducati, 
the only way is up. His rivals, however, have any number of 
pressure points eating into their psyches. Monster Yamaha 
team-mate Jorge Lorenzo is the hunted and will be looking 
over his shoulder – figuratively – for #46. After seven years of 
perceived failures, Dani Pedrosa now has a flock of albatross 
around his neck, and will be under mounting pressure to 
transfer his undoubted speed into a championship-winning 
season - finally. He will have the added pressure of MotoGP 
rookie and Repsol Honda team-mate Marc Marquez breathing 
down his neck every step of the way. After struggling to find 
his place at Honda when Casey Stoner won in his first year, it 
just doesn’t get easier for Dani. As for Marquez, he will dismiss 
any talk of taking it easy in his first year and will take it right 
to the Aliens from the get-go. Whether this is wrong or right, 
we’re about to find out. The last rookie to go flat-strap from 
the first red light was Lorenzo, who spent a good part of 
2008 on his ear. In recent years, Jorge’s become a model of 
consistency, safe-riding practices and polite passing moves. 
Boy, how times have changed. Marquez comes to MotoGP 
with huge expectations, as did Lorenzo, which he knows he 
will have to live up to. Game on.

The inaugural Troy Bayliss Classic was more than just a shot-
in-the-arm for local dirt-track. It was a salvation of racing itself. 
Out of the bag full of positives, the event demonstrated just 
how good oil-track dirt-track racing is. The kidney-shaped 

500m Old Bar track played host to some of 
the most breath-taking racing and riding this 
scribe has seen in 40 years. This contrasted 
markedly with the famed Nepean dirt-track 
west of Sydney that hosted the annual King of 
Nepean last November. Configured almost as a 
long track with esses, Nepean affords very few 
passing opportunities, and the order by the 
end of the first lap is pretty much how the field 
will end up finishing. Old Bar on the other hand 
encouraged the type of brilliant close-quarter 
dicing I witnessed at the 1997 AMA Flat-Track 
Championship half-mile race at Las Vegas. It was no surprise 
that AMA-hardened Mick Kirkness won the inaugural TBC. 

The future of the Troy Bayliss Classic rests on several things. 
1) The choice of venue and track surface, 2) support from 
the motorcycle manufacturers, and 3) television coverage. 
All three go hand-in-hand, and it will be interesting just 
what shape and form next year’s TBC takes. The 2013 event 
attracted a 5000-strong crowd that local road race promoters 
can only dream about, which should get the attention of 
the big bike brands, and perhaps spark the formation of 
semi-supported riders and even teams. If manufacturers 
can support off-road racing that attracts minimal spectators 
and no TV coverage, what are the chances of supporting 
a televised summer dirt-track series with Legends facing 
off against the All-stars? I asked US Cycle News editor Paul 
Carruthers if a Nicky Hayden or a Colin Edwards would be 
interested in racing in the 2014 TBC, and he reckoned, ‘sure 
they would’. Let’s wait and see.

Troy Bayliss has added a cycle race to his list of promotions 
that fall under the Troy Bayliss Events umbrella. The three-time 
WSBK champ kicked off his event business with launch of the 

Troy Bayliss Experience, and has now added the Troy Bayliss 
Classic and ‘Troy Bayliss Invitational’ Elite Cycling Race and 
Scenic Rim Gran Fondo social ride on 19 May at Canungra, 
30 minutes’ drive from Surfers Paradise. I asked Troy at the 
TBC whether his step into events was something that he 
sat down and decided upon after weighing up a number 
of career options, or was something that just evolved, he 
replied, “Yeah, it just evolved.” Troy, who has raced in the Le 
Minz scooterthon, is being helped on his journey by former 
Australian Motorcycle Expo event director Mark Petersen. Peto 
has excellent relations with all the major bike distributors, and 
if there’s anyone who can get their support for the TBC and 
a possible dirt-track series, he’s the best man for the job. It’s 
great to see an ex-world champ like Troy taking a punt in one 
of the world’s riskiest professions – race promotion. He was 
really feeling the heat in the drizzle that threatened the TBC, 
but luckily the rain held off and the bulk of the race program 
was run and won. Despite a number of teething problems that 
afflict just about every race meeting around the world, the TBC 
was a pivotal moment in Australian racing, proving that with 
the right mix of names, venues and promotion, the crowds will 
come. The good news is that it can only get bigger.

 – Darryl Flack

VALENTINO Rossi made an impressive return to Yamaha at the opening MotoGP 2013 test at 
Sepang finishing third on the final around half-a-second behind Dani Pedrosa. 

Mixed Grille

Marc Marquez during testing.
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The report is certainly timely. Victorian registration and 
licensing figures have been rising steadily during the past 
decade – a 70 percent hike in registrations over the period 
and a 37 percent increase in the number of licence holders 
in a similar length of time – and you need only to take a 
walk through the CBD of any of our major cities to realise 
just how much the game is changing. In days not so long 
past you couldn’t have sold a scooter in Australia to save 
your life. Now look. And look, too, not only at the people 
riding them but at what some of them are wearing. Yikes. 

So the Victorian government decided it was time to take a 
fresh look at an old problem. The result is a hefty 535-page 
tome that pulls together data on accident statistics road 
and off-road, “the changing face of motorcycling”, attitudes 
to speed and risk-taking (eg drugs, alcohol, fatigue), 
attitudes of riders and drivers towards one another, and 
plenty more besides.

Among the more tangible results is a list of 64 wide-
ranging recommendations that include axing the $66 
motorcycle safety levy, charged on every bike bigger 
than 126cc as part of its registration fee, and establishing 
an independent office of road safety to be “responsible 
for collecting, collating, interpreting and publishing all 
data relevant to road safety”. It further recommends that 
“VicRoads initiate a consultation process… for motorcycle 
safety that involves all road safety agencies, motorcycle 
clubs, stakeholders and groups, and members of the 
broader community with a view to developing new 
safety initiatives”. There is also a recommendation to run 
“a Motorcycle Safety Awareness Week be held annually in 
Victoria in conjunction with the Phillip Island MotoGP” and 
work up “a star rating system for protective motorcycle 

clothing, which includes boots, gloves, jackets, pants 
and armour, [to] be established within 24 months, and 
be fully functioning within 36 months, of the tabling 
of this report”; and examine “the benefits and risks of 
filtering, as distinct from lane splitting… with the aim of 
introducing filtering in Victoria”. 

No doubt about it, it’s impressive stuff and at the 
very least Victoria’s Road Safety Committee should 
receive a pat on the back for its efforts in getting this 
far. I’m sure we’d all like to see a little more than that, of 
course, and I fervently hope not only that some of these 
recommendations become reality but also that transport 
ministers the length and breadth of the land have been 
requesting copies of the report to study. They haven’t 
discovered a way to tax hope yet.

The executive summary of the report wraps it up this way: 
“The current situation in Victoria, in terms of motorcycle 
safety, is characterised by opportunities for improvement. 
The opportunities arise from better engaging with the 
motorcycle community, improving the way road safety 
agencies regulate motorcyclists and applying new 
countermeasures, new approaches and new technologies 
to enhance motorcycle safety. Increased motorcycle usage 
means that Victoria needs to take a balanced approach 
to regulating motorcycle safety, but act where necessary 
to ensure motorcycle trauma continues to reduce over 
time. Victoria has always been a world-leading road 
safety jurisdiction. That also needs to be the case for 
motorcyclists”.

Well, hooray. Dare I say it, it’s all beginning to look like 
mature, responsible government making intelligent use 
of its taxpayers’ dollars. Can’t speak for you, of course, but I 

don’t get to say that very often.

A plug for a website: www.classic-biker.co.uk. I found this 
crackling little spot the other day while riffling through 
the pages of history online. It’s all engineered by a bloke 
named Roger and as you’ll see, if you pay him a visit, it’s all 
a bit new and still growing. There are some movies, pictures 
and bags of stuff for sale including books, scale models and 
DVDs (via Amazon UK). What pulled me in, however, are 
several pages of neatly laid out exhaust notes: a click of the 
mouse and you’re listening to a 500 Manx Norton growling 
down Glencrutchery Road during the 1963 TT, hearing 
Honda six-mounted Mike Hailwood, or copping an earful 
of Giacomo Agostini sweeping down from Kate’s Cottage 
(I think) to Creg-ny-Baa on his 1966 500 MV triple. And 
it’s all free of charge. The website says you can download 
these delightfully fruity noises and use them as mobile ring 
tones, which I wasn’t able to do. I contacted Roger and he 
sent me the files I asked for. He’s a thorough-going gent.

I still haven’t found out how to use the noise of Gary 
Hocking’s ’62 500 MV snarling its way round Governor’s 
Bridge as a ring tone for the mobile, but I’m hoping one 
day to use it on a crowded train. I’ll let you know when I do.

– Bob Guntrip

CREDIT where it’s due. The boffins in Victoria have delivered a pretty credible document in the shape of 
the Road Safety Committee’s hefty Inquiry into Motorcycle Safety.

Nice one, Vic

MOTO NATIONAL ACCESSORIES     |     TOLL FREE 1300 885 355    |    WWW.MOTONATIONAL.COM.AU
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Reevu MSX1 
Rear Vision 

Helmet
THE WORLD’S FIRST  

MOTORCYCLE HELMET WITH AN

INTEGRATED REAR 
VIEW SYSTEM

AVAILABLE IN  
SELECTED STORES NOW

www.reevu.com.au

http://www.reevu.com.au
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Outback in the saddle of  
a DL650 Vstrom…
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How soon!? 
A couple of days later it was in motion. I received a call 
from Rod and Tracey at Mud N Tar, the Suzuki Dealership 
in Wauchope, saying they would like to join me, but we 
need to go in the next two weeks. Departure was the 
7th October, any later it would be too hot. I emailed the 
boss at Suzuki (Perry Morison) and asked if he would 
mind if I gained some extra product knowledge on the 
Suzuki DL650 [translation - “Hey boss, can I borrow a bike 
and ride it through the desert?]. Perry was more than 
obliging. With the bike arriving at Action Motorcycles 
in Parramatta for a first service and new tyres, we chose 
the Dunlop TR91, I wanted a tyre that had enough tread 
to last 7,000km and would also be suitable for 1000km 
or more of dirt roads. The 39 litre Givi top box was large 
enough to carry two weeks of gear. Being a female of the 
species, that is a good amount of space. I did take wet 
weather gear, but with temperatures reaching 47 degrees, 
it wasn’t needed. I preferred the top box option because 
your luggage stays in one place… I find travelling long 
distance, and especially on dirt roads, bags strapped 
on have a way of shifting. You also have the worry of 
straps moving, coming loose and your luggage and all its 
contents including underwear thrown across the highway 
(previous trip). The genuine Suzuki hand guards fitted are 
an extra option, and worth every cent. The rocks, rugged 
terrain, road trains four carriages long all have the ability 
to throw debris at your fingers, feeling like glass marbles 
hitting your knuckles. The guards were a great size and 
I didn’t find them too bulky, so they didn’t look out of 
place. A lowering link was ordered online, at the very last 

minute (four days before leaving). I 
wasn’t surprised when it never arrived. 
However as I have a little height issue, 
concerns were creeping in about my 
ability to ride the DL650 long distance 
comfortably, without having to watch 
my footing. This wouldn’t be an issue for 
some riders, as the seat height standard 
is 835mm. Fortunately for me the staff at 
Action Motorcycles in Parramatta spent 
the early hours of Saturday morning 
setting the suspension and fitting a 
custom lowering link that dropped the bike around 40mm. 
This was just enough to get one foot comfortably on the 
ground and still leave plenty of ground clearance.

Time to go
With the bike all set up we left full of excitement, 
adrenaline and a little bit of apprehension for the 
unknown journey ahead. A group of motorcycle enthusiast 
friends escorted the two DL650s full of luggage to 
Lithgow, NSW. After a cosy breakfast we departed for our 
two week journey. Day one we arrived in Cobar, but not 
without under estimating the fuel consumption, running 
short 30km from town. Both Suzukis filled up at the same 
time, but as Rod and Tracy were two-up, with a top box, 
panniers, tool bag and water bag, the fuel didn’t ‘travel’ as 
far. We stopped into M & C Parisi Motorcycles in Cobar, for 
a friendly chat with Claude and Mario. Lots of good advice 
was given on how to tackle the Wild West. As Claude will 

tell you “they are out West but not out of touch”. Heading 
further West to Broken Hill, we again under estimated the 
fuel consumption and ran short 10km from town. The fuel 
consumption varied dramatically from the high speed 
highways to the low speed dirt tracks. After miscalculating 
the fuel the second time we decided, as excited as we 
were it might be wise to pay attention and use the large 
LCD trip meter. The DL650’s 20 litre fuel tank is a good size, 
the average fuel consumption after paying attention was 
between 300-350kms. 

Broken Hill - Leigh Creek- via Yunta and the Flinders 
Ranges. I hit the dirt at an easy 100km/h thinking I can 
ride this dirt track, I am no expert but it’s not my first time 
on the dirt either. I was content in the knowledge that 
the Suzuki was capable of the rough terrain. However 
my capabilities fell short of requirements, my attitude 
a little too adventurous and the front end started tank 
slapping. Full lock handlebar to handlebar. I took a deep 
breath loosened my grip and rode through. As the 
handlebars straightened up I took a sigh of relief before 

IT TOOK eight months to think about, only two weeks to organise. Originally it was to be 
a group of six friends, a Winnebago, and a sunny road trip up the North Coast of NSW, 
across to the Northern Territory via Qeensland. Then a character building solo drive in the 
Suzuki Kizashi from Sydney inland. An option of flying to Mount Isa via Townsville also...  
until, (over a couple of playful beers), the obvious was stated…“Why not ride a Suzuki 
DL650A to the Northern Territory, take the Birdsville Track and the Flinders Ranges?”
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the handlebars were moving from left to right again 
without my assistance. As I rode through the second time 
I dramatically dropped my speed to 60km/h. By this stage 
and still upright, I gained extreme confidence in the bike’s 
ability to get me safely to the other side. The weight of the 
Suzuki at 214kg is heavy enough to make it stable and light 
enough to manage in awkward situations. The Flinders 
Ranges were rugged terrain that varied tremendously. 
The road traffic was non-existent. The scenery was 
something I could never have imagined. Day three and 
we had travelled over 2000km. I could not believe how 
comfortable the standard seat is. Rod and Tracey’s DL650 
was fitted with a dual Air Hawk seat, so no complaints 
all round. The Flinders Ranges are up there with one of 
my most difficult roads travelled, but the Suzuki made 
it achievable and very enjoyable. We really felt we had 
accomplished something when we told the owner at the 
local store of our journey and he said, “you came across 
that dirt road, on those motorbikes? Crikey!”

Not as easy as it sounds
A good night sleep in Leigh Creek, breakfast at Maree in 
South Australia and we were ready to start the Birdsville 
Track. We started off on the track in denial. The track itself 
is only 512km of dirt road and the advice we were given 
before we left Sydney was that it had been freshly graded 
and was like a speedway. 10km in, and the track was 
fantastic, we were joyous and laughing at how smooth 
it was and how our fear had been needlessly magnified. 
We joked about how we would have to make up stories 
about how difficult and dangerous the journey was... 
11 hours later, harsh realities were highlighted by three 
flat tyres, 12 empty air cylinders used for the repairs, a 
punctured metal fuel can that had been strapped to 
the back seat, and we were left sitting on the side of the 
road watching the sunset. One 4WD, the only vehicle we 
had seen for the last five hours fortunately carrying a 
compressor was enough to get us to Birdsville well into 
the night. We had made it, we had travelled the Birdsville 
Track!  With an early start, breakfast in Bedourie we were 
on our way again, or so we thought. 20km out of town 
the tyre gave in. This time it wasn’t just a punctured tyre. 
Travelling 100km on dirt in the dark the night before, with 
a slow leak in the rear tyre the rim had received a number 
of buckles. This time a roadside grader with a built in 
compressor on the side of the road was on hand to give 

us some air. The tyre was pumped up and we 
were back in Bedourie. Phone calls were made to 
“Bike and Tyre” the Suzuki dealership in Mount 
Isa. Bedourie being located on the edge of the 
Simpson Desert meant all mail arrived by plane, 
once a week! Much to our relief the tyre and tube 
was delivered the next morning. Sitting in a tin 
shed (the airport) eagerly awaiting the arrival of a 
new rear tyre and a tube. We had no issues with 
customs!

Both Vstroms had made it to Mount Isa, with only 
100km to the Northern Territory border town of 
Camooweal. With our newly earned respect for 
the Outback, we were extremely keen to get to 
our destination. But it wasn’t over.

This is when the optional Suzuki Engine Crash 
Bars saved my life and my leg, during a decision, 
not one of my best, to ride from Mount Isa to 
Camooweal on dark. Tracey, Rod’s passenger 
and patient wife, was very reluctant. We had 
completed the Birdsville track the day before so 
I was feeling completely capable of just about anything. 
Whilst travelling on dark at around 110km/h it was no 
surprise, but a real inconvenience to see Skippy. Watching 
him gracefully and elegantly take one smooth leap out of 
the scrub, and a second leap had him wrapped around 
the front crash bar. By this stage I was a little shaken and 
my fellow riders could hear squealing. It wasn’t from the 
kangaroo or my bike, it was from me! The kangaroo had hit 
the front of the Suzuki, bounced off the crash bar and my 
leg, and like a big fur ball rolled off to the side of the road. 
My squealing carried on for a few minutes, before I realised 
I was okay and the bike was still upright. Remarkably the 
engine crash bars took the full brunt of the incident and 
no damage was sustained to bike or rider. The only sign 
of my furry friend was a slightly swollen leg and fur stuck 
to the front guard. We carried on the next 80km at turtle 
speed and we all promised we would never, ever, ride in 
the Outback on dark again.

Crossing the Northern Territory border is a great feeling, 
and being rewarded with 130km/h speed limits is a bonus.

We had travelled through NSW, South Australia, 
Queensland and the Northern Territory.

The bikes had taken us on a remarkable journey with 
memories we will never forget. 

The return trip home through Queensland was more 
relaxed. Rod and Tracey departed at Walcha were I headed 
off to the Ducati Owners Club’s 31st Thunder Rally in 
Nundle. 

The 6,700km I had travelled had earned the Suzuki two 
trophies; Longest Distance Female Rider, and Longest 
Distance Asia/India/Subcontinent Motorcycle Rider.

My advice to every motorcycle rider is “you should try it”. 
If you have the right bike it is so easy to do. Try not to get 
so excited that you forget to pay attention to your fuel 
consumption, twice. Use the trip meter!

Go to www.suzuki.com.au for details on the Suzuki DL650 
and accessories
Suzuki DL650AL2’s RRP $11,090 plus on roads
Suzuki Hand Grips $121
Givi 39 litre Top Box $243.50
Suzuki powder coated Crash Bars $268
Suzuki Touring Screen $485
Suzuki Alloy Chain Guard $203

Besides the Givi top box all accessories are genuine Suzuki 
products.

 – Laura Jones

MORE
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A comfortable sportsbike. 
Who would 

have thought?



History
When the base model Street Triple was first released in late 2007, with 
its slightly de-tuned Daytona 675 donk, it had basic suspension. A naked 
Daytona everyone thought, but that wasn’t really the case, as it didn’t 
have the adjustable suspension of the middleweight Triumph sports 
machine. But it was still lots of fun to ride, and a very good everyday 
machine.

It was followed about a year later by the ‘R’ version which had adjustable 
suspension, better brakes and quicker steering. It was definitely a sharper 
bike to ride, but both bikes shared the same engine spec.

Both bikes have been popular with punters, we think mainly because they 
are so easy to get along with. Not everyone needs or wants a 1050 Speed 
Triple, and on tight winding roads there’s little to tell them apart anyway. 
Of course when the roads open up the extra grunt of the Speed Triple 
comes in to play, but it’s horses for courses.

What’s new
Styling has obviously copped a revamp but it still looks similar to the 
older version. The main changes are the seat unit, side panels around 

the radiator, and the under-slung exhaust which replaces the under-seat 
muffler. Remember when under-seat exhausts were the new rage? Now 
they seem old hat. What is old becomes new again. We prefer the low 
muffler. Paint highlights here and there also change the look to a degree. 
In our opinion the new ‘R’ looks more modern and sharper than the old 
one, so the stylists/designers got it right.

Launch
CYCLE TORQUE

REPORT

2013 TRIUMPH 
STREET TRIPLE R

GO BRITISH

n TEST BY CHRIS PICKETT 
PHOTOS BY JEFF CROW

n  RIDING GEAR: 
HJC HELMET, RST 
LEATHERS, IXON GLOVES, 
ALPINESTARS BOOTS.

YOU could use one word to describe Triumph’s 2013 Street Triple R, 
and that word would be effortless. Well, maybe that doesn’t give you 
the complete idea of how fun it is to ride, so maybe we’ll throw in 
exhilarating as well. But how can a bike which is exhilarating also be 
effortless to ride? The secret to that is exhilaration and fun go hand in 
hand, and getting to that ‘fun’ point on the Street Triple R is oh so easy.



Both the 2013 Street Triples get a new chassis which looks not unlike the 
old one around the tank, new wheels, the spokes of which look amazingly 
slim, a new alloy bolt-on rear subframe, revised swingarm, and slightly 
sharper steering again. The overall weight saving from these changes is six 
kilos, 3.5 of that comes from the exhaust. Ready to rock ‘n’ roll the Street 
Triple R tips the scales at 183 kilograms.

Engine wise there’s hardly any difference. The most noticeable is the 
taller first gear which makes it nicer for the road. It makes it harder to 
pull wheelies or get a lightning good start,  but then again we wouldn’t 
expect to see too many of them getting raced. While fuel economy was 
never all that bad, the engineers have made it better by playing with the 
throttle bodies and fuel injection system. The result is an amazing 30 per 
cent drop in fuel usage in city environments. The improvement is reduced 
somewhat as speeds go up but overall it’s an impressive result. Outright 
power is still the same, 105 ponies at just under 12000 rpm.

Road and track
Jumping on the bike at the airport we immediately noticed the seat was 
higher than before. It’s actually 15mm higher (now 820mm), and most 
riders will appreciate the extra room. Unless you are very short we don’t 
think it will be a problem. On the open country roads the rear shock was 
slightly firm but not worth stopping to soften it. Both the fully adjustable 
Kayaba front and rear ends felt as though they were on the softer end of 
track settings, a good compromise though, especially as we were to hit 
the track the next day. The afternoon ride was a fast cruise 150 kilometre 
run and it showed just how easy this bike is to ride.

Day two saw us at the Broadford circuit in country Victoria. This circuit 
is perfectly suited to the Street Triple R. It’s tight but has a long back 
straight which allows you to fully test the top speed which runs out close 
to 230km/h. That said, the next corner is basically a 90 degree turn so you 
can’t watch the speedo for too long... Endowed with enough power to be 
a shed load of fun but not enough to really catch you out, it really is a hoot 
to ride.

It’s so confidence inspiring to ride too, whether you are hard under brakes, 
mid corner or hard on the power on exit the little naked bike just doesn’t 
seem to do anything wrong. On one occasion we find ourselves in a 
three-way dice with two other launch participants (racing other journos 
on a launch, geez that’s a first) and we fell foul of crash corner, the 90 
degree one we mention earlier. Running out of room and talent we found 
ourselves inadvertently backing the Street Triple R into the turn and then 
running out of tar. We managed to stay upright despite heading up a grass 
hill and jumping a ditch or two. Shaken but not stirred we re-entered the 
track in one piece. We hate to think what the result would have been if we 
were riding a fully faired sports bike. It would have been like a plane crash.

The brakes weren’t to blame for this little incident, rather trying to brake 
later than possible. But the brakes have an odd sort of combination, 
with Nissin four spot calipers and 310mm discs on the front (there is a 
switchable ABS option), and a single piston Brembo caliper on the rear. 
According to Triumph this is the best combination tested and that’s the 
reason why it’s used. Fair enough. On the track the suspension was simply 
superb for our pace. There was no reason to change the settings as the 
bike felt stable and planted all the time, even over the double ditch jump.

Buy one?
If you want a bike which is all about fun then you should seriously look at 
the Street Triple R, or the less equipped Street Triple. This isn’t just a bike 
which is all about riding flat out though. It will happily commute or take 
you on a weekend away, although you’ll have to pack light. Pillions can be 
catered for but only for short distances, unless they get a kick out of that 
sort of stuff...

At $13,490 it’s cheaper than a Daytona and a bargain actually, it’s more fun 
at legal speeds, and it’s a whole lot more comfortable too.

If you choose the ABS option you’ll be expected to pay an extra $500. n

MORE

CYCLE TORQUE MARCH 2013 -  35



CYCLE TORQUE MARCH 2013 -  36

Launch
CYCLE TORQUE

REPORT

2013 TRIUMPH 
STREET TRIPLE R

Triumph decided a Brembo caliper was best 
on the rear.

KYB fully adjustable forks and Nissin 
radial calipers give the naked bike a 
very sporty feel.



CYCLE TORQUE MARCH 2013 -  37
CYCLE TORQUE MARCH 2013 -  37

www.cycletorque.com.au/more

www.motoguzzi.com.au

SPECIFICATIONS: 
n ENGINE TYPE: LIQUID-COOLED 

INLINE THREE

n CAPACITY:  675CC

n TRANSMISSION: 6-SPEED

n FUEL CAPACITY:  17.4 LITRES

n FRAME TYPE:  TWIN SPAR 
ALLOY

n SEAT HEIGHT: 820MM 

n WET WEIGHT:  182KG

n FRONT SUSPENSION: 41MM 
KYB USD

n REAR SUSPENSION: KYB 
MONOSHOCK

n BRAKES: DUAL 310MM DISCS 
WITH 4-PISTON NISSIN 
CALIPERS, SINGLE CALIPER 
BREMBO REAR

n TYRES: 120/70-17, 180/55-17

n PRICE (RRP): $13,490 + ORC

WWW.CYCLETORQUE.COM.AU/MORE

WE’LL BEAT ANY PRICE GUARANTEED*

CALL FOR A QUOTE
1800 24 34 64

http://
http://www.motoguzzi.com.au/
S3
http://www.qbe.com.au
http://www.cycletorque.com.au/more
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After dropping the 700 V-twin cruiser and opting to 
stick with a LAMS-only spread of models, you could 
argue it was a smart strategic move to stick with a 
good selection of models and styles, 100 per cent 
LAMS approved.

The seven models in the 2013 range offer a solid 
range of choices and the company is already looking 
ahead to 2014 when it will introduce an all new liquid-
cooled 250cc single with EFI.

It will apparently be offered in a more compact faired 
sports version and aggressively styled street fighter.

And it makes sense too when you consider that some 
learner riders might prefer a more compact steed 
than the full-sized GT-R model that sports a lower seat 
height, and price.

I have ridden most, if not all, of the bikes Hyosung 

offers and I was particularly keen to get a good bash 
on the GT250R after my first taste of it three years ago.

Actually the Cycle Torque video of that early model 
is one of the most highly watched videos on Cycle 
Torque’s YouTube channel with more than 155,000 
views at the time of going to press. Check it out: www.
cycletorque.com.au/?p=4309. But, before I get ahead 
of myself, where is Hyosung in the market today?

Well, the brand is currently ranked fourth in the 250cc 
segment behind Honda, Kawasaki and Yamaha while 
sitting just ahead of Suzuki, CFMoto and the rest.

Hyosung is ninth in the over 250cc segments and 
ninth overall of the 31 brands currently competing in 
the roadbike market.

The launch of the 2013 Hyosung range kicked off 
in Melbourne and took us east out of the city to 

Gembrook, through Healesville, through Toolangi 
and via King Lake where some of my fellow scribes 
witnessed a Queensland bloke, who we’ll call Lucky, 
punt his mate’s TRX850 Yamaha off the side of a 
super steep embankment bordering on cliff status. 
I was riding the GV250 at the time and had onboard 
cameras mounted, but arrived on the scene within 
about a minute of the abseiling Yammie going over.

After a joint effort to drag the bike up the incline 
and check that the rider was okay, the route took us 
through St Andrews and then back into Melbourne.

Quarter Litres
So let’s start with the GV250, which 
is priced at $5490 plus on-roads. The 
cruisers are basically unchanged for 2013 
aside from some minor decal stuff.

The GV250 air/oil cooled V-twins have EFI 
and are Euro 3 compliant, have 41mm 
chrome shrouded forks, low seat height, 
wide tyres and comfy ergonomics. Some 
of my taller colleagues commented on 
how roomy the little cruiser felt.

This little V-twin absolutely flies along 
and I was generally able to keep up with 

Launch
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RANGE

ALTHOUGH Hyosung doesn’t quite have the extensive model range of its Japanese competitors, 
the company is doing quite well at wolfing down a tidy chunk of the LAMS market.

GV250

GT650R

GT250R

Learner Brigade

Aquila 650

n REPORT BY 
DENNIS PENZO  
PHOTOS BY JEFF 
CROW & HYOSUNG

n  RIDING GEAR: NOLAN 
HELMET, IXON JACKET, 
IXON GLOVES, TKD BENJI 
JEANS, FALCO BIKER 
BOOTS.
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the other bigger machines despite the small engine 
capacity.

Nice gearbox, comfy seat, 14 litre fuel tank it also has 
a 275mm semi floating disc up front and a drum rear 
but the braking package was quite adequate for this 
little performer.

Optional extras are pillion backrest, rider and pillion 
footboards, saddlebags and windshield.

Next the GT250R, which continues to be one of the 
highest spec sports 250s getting around.

It has the perimeter double cradle chassis with 75 
degree air/oil cooled V-twin featuring Delphi EFI, 
better suspension with the upside down KYB forks, 
twin 300mm discs up front and single 230mm rear.

This is a very nice bike to ride. Good ergos, sporty feel 
and very much refined from the version I first tested 
back in December 2009. This model also has new 
instruments and surround, new rider footpegs and a 
17litre fuel tank.

It also has some heavy duty tie-down points and 
digital instrumentation. Optional accessories include 
sports muffler (though the standard one sounds 
good), centrestand kit and tinted screen.

The GT250 is not too dissimilar in spec. Bore and 
stroke on both is 57 x 48.8, max power is 28hp at 
10,500rpm and max torque is 22Nm at 8000rpm on 
both.

The GT250R is 159kg dry while the GT250 is 153kg. 
The GT250 also has a headlight update which it shares 
with the GT650 nakeds.

The GT250 only has the sports muffler and 
centrestand kit as optional extras and retails for $4990 
plus on-roads.

Big Bores
Moving on to the 650s, the GT650R was Australia’s 
equal number one Super Sports bike (November year-
to-date registrations) and was number one choice in 
LAMS bikes in that category.

And it’s not hard to see why. With the improved 
performance and upgraded KYB suspension front and 
rear (the GT650R has adjustable compression and 
rebound).

For a learner rider who wants to go for something 
bigger than the 250 this is a great machine to ride. 
Easy, comfortable, smooth, it looks even better with 
the new fairing and instrument surrounds.

All the 650s in the range have the 90 degree vee-
twin DOHC liquid cooled donk with the DELPHI fuel 
injection.

The bore and stroke is identical across the 650 range 
with 81.5 x 62 as is the compression ratio of 11.6:1.

The 650R and naked however have a maximum power 
of 79hp at 9250rpm and a maximum torque of 67Nm 
at 7250rpm while the GV650C (Aquila Classic) has 
maximum power of 63hp at 8250rpm and maximum 
torque of 58Nm at 7500rpm while the GC650 (Aquila 
Sport) has maximum power 80hp at  9000rpm and 
maximum torque of 67Nm at 7250rpm.

All the 650s have dual 300mm discs on the front with 
four-piston calipers (although the Aquila Sport only 
has twin-piston calipers, with a single 270mm rear 
disc, the others have a 230mm rear disc).

Seat height on the GTs is 790mm, which wasn’t 
daunting, even for my short legs, while the Aquila 
Classic is a very comfy 690mm and the Sport slightly 
higher at 705mm.

The GTs have dual lateral oval bar frames while the 
Aquilas have perimeter cradle frames and the more 
cruisey Aquilas have a belt final drive as opposed to 
the GT’s chain drive.

All the 650s have 17 litre fuel tank capacity except for 
the Aquila Sport with 16 litres.

The GT650R has a sports muffler and tinted screen as 
option extras while the GT 650 has an optional sports 
muffler.

The Aquila Classic has options including rear luggage 
rack, pillion backrest, engine guards, windshield, 
footboards and panniers, while the Sport version 
has cruiser muffler, pillion backrest, engine guards, 
windshield and footboards as optional extras.

The GT650R will set you back $7490 plus on-roads and 
the GT is $6990. The GVs come in at $7990.

Of course, they all come with two-year unlimited 
kilometre warranty.

All the 650s are nice to ride, have that lovely V-twin 
lilt, and enough power to be lots of fun. Of course 
the GT and GT-R handle better than the Aquila but 
that’s to be expected. Choosing between the three 
really comes down to what style you prefer. For me, 
it’s the GT-R. It’s light, loves the corners and the riding 
position for me was fine.

Penzo’s last words 
Going back to my opening comments about making 
a strategic decision on focussing on the LAMS market, 
Hyosung should continue reaping benefits in the 
small, but important, Australian market. Especially 
now that we have a universal LAMS regime in place 
across all states, thank you WA (you took your time!).n

Aquila 650

http://www.cycletorque.com.au/category/multimedia/video/
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HONDA’S VFR1200X Cross Tourer is perfectly 
named. It’s a touring machine which can quite 
easily cross over from tar to dirt. Either stripped 
for solo work, or equipped with panniers and 
top box for two-up touring, the Cross Tourer is a 
very capable machine. Capable of going lots of 
different places, and capable of giving its rider a 
very wide grin.

History
Honda hasn’t been a big player in the adventure 
bike market. It’s had some bikes which loosely fit 
into the category over the years but it’s not the 
first manufacturer you think of when looking to 
buy an adventure machine. You could say the 
VFR1200X also loosely fits into the ‘Adventure’ 
category. Like many of Honda’s earlier products 
of this genre, it’s designed more for tar than dirt. 
Sure, you can modify it to suit more aggressive off-
road riding but there are more suitable machines 
on the market, if that’s your intent. That said, 
the VFR1200X is an awesome piece of kit, in a 
surprising variety of conditions.

On the stand
Honda pretty much owns the V-Four engine layout, 
at least in the sports/touring market segment. It 
has produced a V-Four engine since the early ’80s. 
There’s a very good reason why this engine layout 
has a huge following. Simply put, they are one of 
the most superb engines you will ever try. Not the 
most powerful, but powerful enough, and flexible. 
And it has the sound to boot.

This V-Four engine is the latest in the 
line – looking quite different than 
earlier models – and is pretty much 
the same as the that in the VFR1200F 
sports tourer. The ‘X’ doesn’t have the 
top end of the sports touring model 
as it has been retuned for more lower 
and mid range power to suit touring 
duties.

Besides the obvious adventure styling, 
the bike wears spoked rims, 17 inch 
at the rear and 19 inch at the front. 
Tyre sizes are smaller than you might 
expect, with a 150 on the rear and a 
110 on the front. This is no doubt to 
make it a better machine on dirt roads, 
as the narrower tyres cut through 
loose dirt and gravel better than fatter 
ones, especially a 17 inch front.

The rims are laced to the edge, so 
tubeless tyres can be used. This a 
great idea as you can use tyre repair 
kits in the boondocks, or use a tube if 
you need to. We love the single sided 
rear swingarm, which allows quick and simple rear 
wheel removal. Shaft drive is another plus on the 
‘X’. Suspension is easily adjustable too. The forks 
offer pre-load and compression/rebound, and 
the rear shock has a hydraulic pre-load adjuster 
– simple. The shock also has rebound damping 
adjustment.

Honda fits linked brakes to just about everything 
these days and the VFR1200X is no exception. 
Honda calls it a Combined Braking System, where 
essentially a combination of front and rear caliper 

pistons are activated depending on which brake 
lever you use. Use only the rear caliper and some 
of the front caliper pistons come into play, and vice 
versa. Overall it’s a very well engineered system 
which has much better feel than the linked brake 
systems of the past. ABS is fitted standard.

You can get a number of accessories for it. The 
test bike was fitted with left and right Fairing 
Deflectors. Honda reckons they add to rider and 
pillion comfort by minimising turbulence. Besides 
that you can get a tall screen, alloy panniers and 
top box, crash bars, heated handgrips, a 12 volt 
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takes them all in its stride.
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power outlet, spot lights, Akrapovic slip-on muffler, 
and even a centrestand, which in our opinion should 
come standard. Our test bike had the centrestand, 
and the top box, both of which worked well. In fact 
the bike is easy to get up on the centre stand.

Road or trail
Our first test of the bike was a 600 kilometre two-
day strop up Thunderbolts Way, down the Oxley 
Highway and home to Newcastle via Comboyne and 
the Buckets Way. This type of riding is exactly what 
the VFR1200X is aimed at. Bumpy tar roads, and dirt 
roads are no problem at all for it. The suspension 

was set up on the soft side when we got it, but we 
found it spot on for the bumpy Thunderbolts Way. It 
would compress quite a bit on big dips in the road, 
especially at speed, but glided over the short sharp 
bumps. We did play with the rear shock settings later 
in the test period but opinions differed on how well 
those changes worked.

While the bike smoothed out the bumps, it was 
how well it performed on the smooth and fast Oxley 
Highway which was perhaps the biggest surprise. In 
fast corners the bike showed only the slightest hint of 
wallowing with the soft settings, a trade-off we were 
happy to take, but in the tight corners it handled and 
steered beautifully, almost making a mockery of the 
listed 275 kilo weight. Yes, it is heavy when you are 
manoeuvring it in a car park or out of the shed, but 
this weight almost disappears on the move. It might 
be worth noting that the DCT semi-auto equipped 
VFR1200X weighs an extra 10 kilos.

Even though the power is slightly down from the 
sports touring VFR1200F it’s hardly worth noting on 
a bike like this. Never did we feel wanting for grunt, 
and the only thing stopping the front wheel from 
lifting skyward is the traction control, and the engine 
is very flexible, allowing the rider to be very lazy with 
gear changes. Open road touring will see you sit in 
sixth gear all day if you want to.

The TC system is unobtrusive, like the ABS. Yes, of 
course you can feel them working, but the TC works 
smoothly, and the ABS only ever came on when we 
actually tried to engage it. Good job in both regards 
from Honda.

But, we feel the brakes are a bit underdone. When 
punting along on the tight Oxley Highway we would 
have liked a bit more from the front brakes. You do 
have to squeeze them on hard in this environment, 
and if two-up and riding quick you would want more. 
That said, the brakes work very well on dirt roads, as 
the initial bite isn’t too savage. This could well be a 
compromise Honda worked into the system.

You might think the narrow tyres would let the 
bike down in sporting situations but that isn’t the 
case. You could feel them squirming at times but 
never once did they ‘let go’. In fact, most of the dual 
purpose tyres on the market these days grip like 
nothing else. You can ride this bike very hard on the 
open road.

One of the bike’s strong points is its riding position. It 
is very comfortable, and the seat/handlebar/footpeg 
ratio is spot on for a six footer. It’s also easy to ride 
standing up. We wouldn’t change anything here.

As fitted our top box was easy to use, although 
difficult to work out how to get it off the bike. We 
gave up in the end and left it on. There’s no tie down 
points to speak of, although you can use the pillion 
grab rails. Put tape on them first to stop scratching 
the paint.

Fuel range from the 21.5 litre tank is well over 300 
kilometres. We managed 350 kays on one tank.

Not sure what the bike would crash like if you were 
doing some adventure work. We never crash tested 
it, thankfully, but it does look like you would be able 
to ride out of trouble, if it was a low speed one. If 
you were doing lots of dirt road work you should 
buy a bash plate to protect the header pipes and 
crankcases. The pipes are the most prone to damage 
from rocks, but it’s good insurance overall.

Verdict
At $20,120 it’s good enough value (Auto version is 
$1000 more). The engine in the Cross Tourer is a gem 
and has more than enough power to do its job. If 
comfort is on your desirable list you should check out 
this bike because it has it in spades.

Is it an adventure bike to take on the established 
players? Not really, but it’s a damn fine all roads 
machine, and suited to Australia’s conditions. n
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 Good accommodation for 
people and luggage.

 Single-sided shaft drive.

There’s a V-four under there…

Combined brakes. Digital speedo, lots of info.19-inch spoked front wheel, 
tubeless tyre, USD forks.

SPECIFICATIONS: 
n ENGINE TYPE: LIQUID-COOLED V-FOUR

n CAPACITY:  1200CC

n TRANSMISSION: 6-SPEED

n FUEL CAPACITY:  21.5 LITRES

n FRAME TYPE:  TWIN SPAR ALLOY

n SEAT HEIGHT: 850MM 

n WET WEIGHT:  275KG

n FRONT SUSPENSION: 43MM USD

n REAR SUSPENSION: PRO-LINK

n BRAKES: DUAL 310MM DISCS WITH 
COMBINED ABS, SINGLE DISC REAR

n TYRES: 110/80-19, 150/70-17

n PRICE (RRP): $20,120 + ORC

WWW.CYCLETORQUE.COM.AU/MORE

WE’LL BEAT ANY PRICE GUARANTEED*

CALL FOR A QUOTE
1800 24 34 64

www.cycletorque.com.au/more

www.motorcycles.honda.com.au

S3
http://www.qbe.com.au
http://www.cycletorque.com.au/more
www.cycletorque.com.au/more
http://motorcycles.honda.com.au/Adventure_Touring/VFR1200X
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Wrecking motorcycles  
for 30 years.

Australia’s oldest 
and most respected 

motorcycle wreckers.

Australiawide freight.

www.motorcyclewreckers.com 

parts@motorcyclewreckers.com

Phone: (02) 9748 7400

90 Silverwater Rd,  
Silverwater, NSW 2128

Open Mon-Fri 8.30 - 5.00  
• Sat 8.30 - 1.00

Metropolitan  
Motorcycle Spares

•	Wrecking all Makes  
& Models

•	Grey Imports

•	Spares  & Accessories

•	All Service Items

www.motorcyclewreckers.com
www.motorcyclewreckers.com
www.motorcyclewreckers.com
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Metropolitan  
Motorcycle Spares

•	Wrecking all Makes  
& Models

•	Grey Imports

•	Spares  & Accessories

•	All Service Items
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THERE are not too many new bikes on the market 
today with the long lineage of Suzuki’s DR650SE. 
Sure there’s been some changes over the years 
since it was introduced in 1991 but they have 
been minor. Before big bore adventure bikes 
became common the DR650SE (and model 
variants) was the staple choice of long distance 
adventure riders the world over. They are tough 
and reliable, just the thing you need in the 
outback.

What’s its role?
I think the DR650SE was always meant to be an adventure bike rather 
than a trail bike, although plenty of owners took them trail riding. In 
the ’90s it was common to see a DR650 fitted with a long range plastic 
tank and knobby tyres, and in this guise the bike was reasonably 
good in tough off-road situations, and very good for longer distance 
off-road work. Fitted with some racks and soft panniers as well as the 
aforementioned tyres and tank the bike was nigh on a perfect weekend 
getaway machine, taking you to places owners of most other bikes only 
dreamt of. Some riders stripped them down a bit and did some real 
hardcore off-road riding. Times may have changed now but in those 
early days it was bikes like Honda’s XR600 that ruled the big bore roost. 
Yes, they were a handful in the tight stuff but you didn’t have a lot of 

choice in those days if you wanted a large capacity trail bike.

You have to remember that when the DR650Se came out it was before 
the term ‘Adventure Bike’ was coined. You had BMW’s 800 GS, Yamaha’s 
750 and 600cc Super Ténéré models, and also the Kawasaki KLR600. 
Honda had the Africa Twin, and Cagiva the Ducati V-twin powered 
Elephant. There was even a DR750 Dr Big from Suzuki. All good bikes in 
their own right, but there’s not many of them basically unchanged from 
those days, unlike the DR650SE.

While other Adventure Bikes have become bigger and faster and with 
more options, the humble DR has become a bit overlooked. And while 
sales have no doubt shrunk since the glory days, the DR is still popular 
because it is still a great go anywhere machine. It’s as tough as an old 
boot, and the air/oil-cooled single cylinder engine is reliable almost to 

n TEST & PHOTOS BY  
CHRIS PICKETT 

n  RIDING GEAR: SHARK 
HELMET, EKS GOGGLES, 
IXON JACKET, AXO GLOVES, 
DRAGGIN JEANS, AXO 
DART BOOTS.
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probably outlast its rider.

Super single
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choice in those days if you wanted a large capacity trail bike.

You have to remember that when the DR650Se came out it was before 
the term ‘Adventure Bike’ was coined. You had BMW’s 800 GS, Yamaha’s 
750 and 600cc Super Ténéré models, and also the Kawasaki KLR600. 
Honda had the Africa Twin, and Cagiva the Ducati V-twin powered 
Elephant. There was even a DR750 Dr Big from Suzuki. All good bikes in 
their own right, but there’s not many of them basically unchanged from 
those days, unlike the DR650SE.

While other Adventure Bikes have become bigger and faster and with 
more options, the humble DR has become a bit overlooked. And while 
sales have no doubt shrunk since the glory days, the DR is still popular 
because it is still a great go anywhere machine. It’s as tough as an old 
boot, and the air/oil-cooled single cylinder engine is reliable almost to 

a fault. I know people who’ve done ridiculous mileage on 
this engine, and although they will fail if abused, like any 
other engine, it has a very good reliability record.

I owned a kick start DR650 Dakar back in the ’90s and 
it was a fantastic bike. It was a bit heavy but fine if you 
took your time in the bush. On the open dirt roads it was 
simply glorious fun to ride, great on fuel, even if you were 
throttle happy. I had some great days in the saddle with 
that bike, covering lots of country miles at average speeds 
which would surprise lots of road bike owners.

What’s new
Not a lot really. It’s still a very underrated adventure bike, and the 
styling has been updated slightly along the way, but its heart is still 
the same. You can now get your Suzuki dealer to alter the seat height, 
from 885mm down to 845mm (with revised sidestand to suit).

Wheel sizes are the tried and true 21/17 inch combo, and suspension 
travel is a handy 260mm at either end.

Probably the only fly in the ointment for me is the steel tank. My 
old Dakar had a massive dent in the tank where I inconveniently fell 
off onto a rock. If I owned a new one I would fit a Safari plastic tank 
straight away.

Verdict
The new DR650SE is hardly different to the old model, and it’s just as 
much fun to ride. One of my friends rode it and fell in love. He had 
been contemplating buying a Suzuki 650 Vstrom but is now looking 
at getting a DR. Sure, the Vstrom will do things the big DR can’t, but 
then again the reverse can be said too.

He said, “how good would it be buying one each and doing some 
weekends away?” And when it costs a paltry $7,990 why wouldn’t 
you? n

MORE
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Air/oil-cooled donk is as 
reliable as they come. 

Disc front and rear.Simple instrument package.Oil cooler is up and out of 
harm’s way.

You can switch the steel 
tank for a plastic one.

SPECIFICATIONS: 
n ENGINE TYPE: AIR/OIL-COOLED SINGLE

n CAPACITY:  650CC

n TRANSMISSION: 5-SPEED

n FUEL CAPACITY:  13 LITRES

n FRAME TYPE:  BOX AND TUBULAR STEEL

n SEAT HEIGHT: 885MM 

n WET WEIGHT:  166KG

n FRONT SUSPENSION: TELESCOPIC

n REAR SUSPENSION: LINK-TYPE SINGLE

n BRAKES: SINGLE DISC FRONT AND REAR

n TYRES: 90/90-21, 120/90-17

n PRICE (RRP): $7,990 + ORC

WWW.CYCLETORQUE.COM.AU/MORE
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We were able to track down an all new 300 and give it a test to see what all the 
fuss is about. We can tell you that in the bush it handles well and has plenty of 
power without being a peaky and unfriendly bike to ride.

The Engine
Specifically developed for the off-road enduro market the 300cc two-stroke 
engine is a legit contender amongst the growing list of big bore two-strokes 
on the market. Technically speaking, there’s nothing too far out of the ordinary 
underneath the hood of the Beta, it’s a two stroke 300cc water cooled, case reed 
intake, carb-equipped engine. However once you look a bit further into the 
engine department, you will quickly begin to notice that Beta has taken special 
care of some of the most important elements that control power output from 
the specialist enduro machine. In what are a few strokes of genius, Beta enlisted 
American aftermarket exhaust giant FMF to develop the 300’s exhaust system, 
and Beta also handed over the intake duties to another American icon, Moto 
Tassanari, who designed its world renowned V-Force reed valve system to suit 
the Beta engine. Both the FMF and V-force reeds make an excellent combination 

to ensure the Beta 300 comes with plenty of power right from the showroom 
floor. Finally, Beta engineers developed an adjustable power valve system which 
enables the rider to adjust the power of the bike to suit their style or to suit 
various track conditions.

Chassis and Suspension
The steel chassis design was first taken from its four-stroke brothers of the Beta 
range, then modified and tweaked to suit the two-stroke engine and handling 
characteristics. The frame is a very high quality piece of work and looks to be a 
very strong unit. The aluminium swingarm is designed using technology that 
is new to Beta which allowed the Italian brand to reduce the overall weight, 
reduce the thickness yet still allow for great rigidity and improved weight 
distribution.

Sachs suspension holds up the Beta 300, with new internal settings and springs 
customised to suit. Completely redesigned wheels are also a feature on the 
Beta, with a focus on weight and strength. Beta engineers designed new hubs 
laced together with new spokes, nipples and rims and also new disc brakes. 

test
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COMING in hot for 2013 
is the release of the all 
new 300cc two-stroke 
enduro racer from Beta 
Motorcycles. The fully 
ADR approved 300 is 
readily available to the 
public and the Italian 
machine has been 
gaining strength as a 
player in the off-road 
enduro market. IBETTER IBETA

n TEST BY TODD REED 
PHOTOS BY NIGEL PATERSON

n  RIDING GEAR: SHOEI 
HELMET, SHIFT APPAREL, 
APLPINESTARS BOOTS.
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A total weight reduction of 1.5kg was gained in the new design as well and 
improved strength and rigidity.

In The Bush
Comfort and easy to use power are two things that first came to mind when 
we hit the trails. The Beta has no hard hitting power snap and has a very rider 
friendly cockpit. We warmed quickly to the 300 and on our short special test 
loop the Beta had all bases covered.

Coming out of turns and cruising through the tight stuff, the bottom end power 
is calm and mellow but remains ready to go should you crack it open a bit 
harder. Once you get the 300 revving a bit harder and get it on the pipe this is 
where it makes most of its power, through the mid and climbing into the higher 
rpm the Beta makes great power and was more than enough to satisfy us in the 
Aussie Bush. Right up top the 300 signs off a little early, but that’s not such a bad 
thing as it’s easy to grab another gear and keep your momentum going.

The Sachs suspension is set up well and allows the rider a fair range of 
adjustment on the clickers. We set our rider sag at 100mm and played around 
with the settings during the day to find optimum comfort and performance. We 
pushed for a firmer feel in the front, but went the opposite way and went softer 
in the rear. By the end of our session we were pleased with the suspension’s 
capabilities through the trees and we felt both comfortable and stable with the 
300 underneath us. Initially it was plush over the small bumps and didn’t dive 
too far through the stroke on the bigger hits.

The cockpit has a nice feel to it, and the brakes, handlebars and related controls 
are all nice and comfortable. We quickly gelled with the overall feel of the Beta 
and weren’t looking for any changes away from standard. On our test bike we 
had plastic handguards fitted, which aren’t standard equipment, so we would 
certainly recommend a set if you’re going bush.

The Final Word
The Beta 300, which retails for $11,290 + ORC, is a surprising package. It’s a 
well built motorcycle with quality components. The easy to use power and 
compliant handling make it a nice bike to ride through the bush for riders at 
any level. The Beta Australia online parts system makes it a breeze to buy your 
OEM parts and accessories, and with the Australian distributor showing strong 
dedication to the market the brand is quickly gaining steam on local shores. 
It’s in a niche category being a 300 two-stroke, and when compared to its 
competition it’s certainly worth a look. n
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2013 BETA  
RR2T 300

http://www.cycletorque.com.au/category/multimedia/video/
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MORE

www.cycletorque.com.au/more

www.betamotor.com.au

Two-stroke engine has no 
shortage of power.

Carbs are still de-riguer in the 
world of oil burners.

Electric starter is under the 
motor.

No need to buy an aftermarket muffler. 
It already comes with one.

CYCLE TORQUE MARCH 2013 -  61SPECIFICATIONS: 
n ENGINE TYPE: LIQUID-COOLED TWO 

STROKE SINGLE

n CAPACITY:  300CC

n TRANSMISSION: 6-SPEED

n FUEL CAPACITY:  8 LITRES

n FRAME TYPE:  BOX AND TUBULAR STEEL

n SEAT HEIGHT: 930MM 

n DRY WEIGHT:  104KG

n FRONT SUSPENSION: SACHS USD 48MM

n REAR SUSPENSION: SACHS SINGLE 
SHOCK

n BRAKES: SINGLE DISC FRONT AND REAR

n TYRES: 90/90-21, 140/80-18

n PRICE (RRP): $11,290 + ORC

WWW.CYCLETORQUE.COM.AU/MORE

www.cycletorque.com.au/more
http://betamotor.com.au/betaenduro/
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YAMAHA has turned its YZ450F motocrosser into an entry level 
road racing weapon and who better to let loose on one than Cycle 
Torque’s moto head Darren Smart and former dirt track champion 
turned road racer Josh McGrath.

I may be a knucklehead motocrosser but I have always enjoyed watching good 
close road racing and Australia has a long history of putting together similarly 
spec’s motorcycles for a race series that offers great racing at an affordable price. 

For the older heads out there you will remember a full field of lunatics smashing 
into each other on production Yamaha RZ250s then a few years later the same 
was done on the Suzuki RGV250s in the 250cc production class.

And that racing was the breeding ground for the likes of Mick Doohan, Troy 
Bayliss, Matt Mladin, Robbie Baird, Warwick Nowland and just about every fast 
dude that is around 40 years old now.

Since the hey-day of the 250cc proddy racing there has been a lull in that type 
of action for all sorts of reasons but now it looks like we could have some fairing 
bashing racing back at a national level. Enter the Yamaha YZ450GP.

Young Josh McGrath and I got the invite out to Queensland Raceway to have a 

crack at the YZ450GP and after several good sessions on the bike we both came 
away really impressed with the package on offer.

For me, my first few laps on the YZ450GP had me scratching my head a little as 
the motor felt a lot slower than a conventional 450cc motocross bike but I soon 
realised that on a track like Queensland Raceway I was in the higher gears and 
higher revs most of the time, not blasting from corner to corner in the lower 
gears like you do in motocross.

Once I got the feel of the tyres and starting carrying a little more corner speed the 
YZ450GP felt very stable through the long sweeping corners with the Marzocchi 
forks soaking up the bumps going into and out of turn one.

Given that the bike is so light, and the speed you carry at the end of the straight 
is not earth shattering, the Brembo brakes work a treat so I guess as long as it 
goes, handles and has great brakes you really can’t complain much.

For me, after five or six laps it popped into my head that if there were 20 more of 
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Customer 
RACER
It’s not hard to turn a  
MX racer into a road racer. 
Just ask YRD.

CYCLE TORQUE RACER TEST 
YAMAHA YZ450GP

n TEST BY DARREN SMART : PHOTOS BY KEITH MUIR
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these on the track at the same time I would be very busy indeed trying to 
stay at the front. I look forward to the day we get to see a heap of these 
things on the track at the same time.

Josh jumped onto the YZ450GP and instantly found a liking for carrying 
high corner speeds and diving on the brakes at the absolute last second. 
In fact, Josh’s lean angle mid corner made it look like the YZ was dead set 
lying on the ground but at no stage did it scrape so Yamaha has done a great job 
ground clearance wise.

Funnily enough, Josh had the same thoughts as I did after a handful of laps. “For 
a hybrid racer it definitely feels like it could be raced to its absolute limit but if 
you are stuck out there for ages all by yourself you would die of boredom. If you 
get a heap of these on the track at the same time though it is going to rip,” said 
the 16-year-old enthusiastically. “I have raced 125cc GP bikes and when you get 
20 plus riders that are close to the same speed it is a lot of fun and I honestly 
think that this bike could create that kind of racing.”

Josh and I agreed that the vibration is an issue but overall we gave the YZ450GP 
a big thumbs up.

Apparently YRD is offering for sale a limited quantity of ready to ride 2013 
YZ450GPs fitted with the road race kit with all the MX componentry removed 
from the new YZ450F 2013 bike included. 

Interestingly, retrofitting the MX gear is possible at any time because the GP kit 
does not require any permanent modifications to install.

For $16,625.00 you get a 2013 Yamaha YZ450F fitted with this kit: 
•	 Marzocchi	 43mm	 USD	 forks	 (fitted	 with	 fully	 adjustable	 MUPO	 racing	
cartridge kit and springs)
•	 Modified	shock	
•	 Triple	clamps,	handlebars,	footrests,	brake	pedal	and	gear	shifter
•	 Cast	alloy	17in	wheels	
•	 Dunlop	production	racing	tyres	Front:	120/70ZR17	D211	GP-A	Med-Soft	
 Rear: 150/60ZR17 D209 KP 523 Med-Soft
•	 Full	fibreglass	road	race	bodywork	kit	(in	white	gelcoat	–	not	painted)	with	
mounting brackets
•	 Brembo	front	brake	assembly
•	 Tacho/laptimer
•	 Rear	stand	pickups

Each YZ450GP is supplied built up ready to ride with a selection of 14, 15 and 16 
tooth front sprockets. If you’re interested contact John Redding at YRD on yrd@
bigpond.com or 0438 105303. n
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To Order Call 02 4956 9820 Shop online at www.cycletorque.com.au 
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1. YAMAHA 1976-81 TT500 XT500 SINGLE  – $27.95
Servicing Yamaha Motorcycles TT500 XT500 including “F” model, reduced 
as page edges are soiled due to age 

2. YAMAHA 1975-83 SR500 – $27.95
Servicing Yamaha Motorcycles SR500

3. YAMAHA 1973 TO TWINS RD250C- 400C – $27.95
Servicing Yamaha Motorcycles RD250- RD400c
including specifications and modifications up to 1978 models- pages 
slightly soiled due to age 

4. HONDA 1973-82 CB900F WSM – $27.95
Servicing Honda Super Sports Four CB900F

5. KAWASAKI 900 SUPER 4Z1-KZ 73-76 – $27.95
Servicing Kawasaki Motor Cycles 900 Super 4
Z1 TO KZ 900 1973 - 1976.
Page edges soiled due to age 

6. SUZUKI GS1000  – $27.95
Servicing Suzuki Motor Cyles GS1000 1977-1980 Chain Drive WS 
including “E”Model

SALE
30% OFF
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To Order Call 02 4956 9820 Shop online at www.cycletorque.com.au 

7.  ADVENTURE MOTORCYCLING HANDBOOK – $39.95
Every red-blooded motorcyclist dreams of making the Big Trip - the Adventure 
Motorcycling Handbook is the comprehensive manual to make that idea a reality. 
Timbuktu to Kathmandu or Patagonia to Mongolia - it’s all here. a, Morocco, South 
America, Pakistan and Siberia.

8.  HONDA GOLD WING 1975-1995 – $23.95
This popular volume contains 48 articles including road test reports on 1000, 
1100, 1200, 1500/6, Interstate and SE, from such popular magazines as Cycle 
World, Motorcycle and Motorcycle Mechanics. Plus articles on new model reports, 
performance data, history, service notes, engine analysis, specs and tuning.This 
popular volume contains 48 articles including road test reports on 1000, 1100, 
1200, 1500/6, Interstate and SE, from such popular magazines as Cycle World, 
Motorcycle and Motorcycle Mechanics. Plus articles on new model reports, 
performance data, history, service notes, engine analysis, specs and tuning.

9. ULTIMATE V-TWIN MOTORCYCLE CHASSIS – $29.99
From the first concept to the final bolt, from dream to reality, assemble your next 
chassis with tips from professional bike builder Tim Remus. Remus covers frame 
design and construction material, triple trees and fork tubes, shock absorbers, brake 
components, wheels and tires, and electronics. Hands-on sections cover drive-train 
alignment, how to make sure the frame is square and true, and how to go from bare 
frame to rolling chassis with engine installed. Plus pros and cons of various frame 
designs.

10.  LONG WAY DOWN ( HARDBACK) – WERE $65.00  NOW $59.99
After their fantastic trip round the world in 2004, fellow actors and bike fanatics 
Ewan McGregor and Charley Boorman couldn’t shake the travel bug. And after an 
inspirational UNICEF visit to Africa, they knew they had to go back and experience 
this extraordinary continent in more depth. And so they set off on their 15,000-mile 
adventure, experiencing some of the toughest terrain in the world - and meeting 
some of the friendliest people.

11.  LONG WAY ROUND (HARDBACK) – WERE $65.00  NOW $59.99
Long Way Round is the action-packed account of the trip and a true portrait of 
friendship in extremis - as irreverent, engaging and articulate as Ewan McGregor 
and Charley Boorman themselves.

12.  BITCH’N BITUMEN – $39.95
This - the ultimate riders/drivers guide book, provides 224 pages of the best roads 
in Tas, Vic, ACT, NSW, and QLD, including 34 maps covering loads of day rides, 
overnight trips and awesome week-long tours, and much more.

13.  WEEKEND WARRIORS 1 & 2 – $44.95
About five years ago Shaun, Andy and I (Jake) started to run out of places to ride. 
We were sick of riding the same places time and time again so we decided to pay a 
visit to the Melbourne Map Centre in Chadstone to see if there was a guide book on 
the subject. Much to our surprise there was nothing to be found. Sure there were 
heaps of 4WD and Mountain Bike books but, alas, no trail bike books. The guys in 
the shop were also surprised, as they had had a lot of enquiries from other trail bike 
riders.
This gave us an idea....... Why not write our own book?
And that is exactly what we did!

14.  SPORT RIDING TECHNIQUES – $29.99
To get the best out of modern motorcycles you need to develop your own 
performance. This book, written specifically for sportsbike riders, provides you with 
the tools and techniques to ride faster, safer. Whatever your current riding ability, 
this book will help you improve. Forward by Kenny Roberts, softcover, 130pages.

15.  SPORTBIKE SUSPENSION TUNING  – $29.99
Sportbike Suspension Tuning’ covers the basics—setting static sag for your 
weight—as well as more subtle and advanced adjustments, such as how to 
optimize rear-end squat. A comprehensive discussion on chassis geometry, 
suspension technology, and the many interactions among adjustments helps 
demystify suspension tuning. Andrew also explains how to analyze various handling 
symptoms and make adjustments to correct them. Plus, he offers specific setup 
techniques for both the street and the track.
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NOISEGUARD MOTO
A Custom Moulded Noise Plug and Music Listening 
Interface all Built into One. Designed by 
Motorcyclists, for Motorcyclists. 

Wax Cap for Effortless
Cleaning and Maintenance

Optional dual canal featuring
non-linear filter for varied 
sound attenuation

Pro Musicians audio driver fully 
incorporated into custom mould

Fully compatible with Jabra BT 3030 bluetooth device

Receive and re dial phone calls

Adjust volume, skip, play and pause music straight from the device

Jabra bluetooth sold separately

NoiseGuard Moto cable extension included

• Acts as high quality custom noise plug when not connected 
  to a music source

• Up to Class 5 or 34 dB(A) attenuation (Deep impression, full concha)

• Professional single audio driver (L&R) Effectively a musicians 
  In-Ear-Monitor 

• No hollow tubing

• Tangle free, high quality, thick coiled conductive wiring for flexibility and 
  rider/racer comfort

• Moulds available in a range of colours (Blue, red, glittered)

• Deep basses, clear mid tones and crystal clear high tones

• Detachable at "Y" for desired length

• Standard 3.5mm headphone jack

• Perfect for plane, train etc....Simply plug into your iPOD and eliminate 
  background noise

• Enjoy professional quality audio free from background interference.

• Lab manufactured, hypo-allergenic soft silicone custom moulds

• The only custom moulded noise plugs/monitor headphone set to 
  feature a canal wax cap for effortless maintenance

An Impression of your ears is required. Turnaround approx. 
1 week.  Cost: $435.00 Includes L&R custom NoiseGuard Moto 
with extension (Not pictured), cleaning and maintenance tools, 
6 wax caps, instruction manual and semi-soft carry pouch.
Contact:  johnny@hearlink.com.au or Call Hearlink on 1300 HEARING
   www.noiseguard.com.au
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• Backpacks • Tailpacks
• Tankpacks • Waistpacks
• Hydration • Helmet Bags
• Drybags • Accessories

Ph: 0409 959 737

.com.au

Unleash yourself
in pure merino motorcycle gear

Cool in Summer
Warm in Winter
SEXY ALL YEAR  
’ROUND

www.redddog.com.au

DIRT BIKE SKILLS COURSE...
ON A TRIALS BIKE!
WE SUPPLY 
EVERYTHING
COURSES IN VIC,  
NSW & CANBERRA CALL 0402 181 943

.com.au

 Ph: 07 3869 3016  Fax: 07 3869 0704 
Order online or call direct

Website: www.helperformance.com.au
Email: helperformance@bigpond.com

WE HAVE A LINE TO 
SUIT ANY CORNERSUIT ANY CORNER

● For all Motorcycles and Car Applications
● Dont put up with a spongy brake 
 lever! Firm it up and reduce your 
 stopping distance!
● ALL OUR KITS and CUSTOM LINES are 
 manufactured with a high grade 
 Stainless Steel Braided Hose, Stainless 
 Steel Banjo’s and Stainless Steel Bolts 
 with Copper Washers.
● Add this simple upgrade to your 
 braking system and feel the 
 difference in your stopping power.  

HEL PERFORMANCE AUSTRALIA
PO Box 1078 Nathan St, Brighton QLD 4017 

WHAT’S STOPPING YOU!

● For all Road Riders, Track Riders, 
 Cruiser Riders, & Dirt Riders.
● All our lines are manufactured in 
 Australia and comply with the Australian 
 Standard ADR 42/04 SAA, SAE, BS, JIS, 
 DIN, ISO, ECE, and FMVSS 106 Approvals 
 and are labeled accordingly.
● Covered With A Life Time Warranty
● From $69.95 per line Delivered

HEL 1-4 95x130 07-11.indd   1 29/7/11   12:29:16 PM

Order online or call direct
Ph: 07 3869 3016

Ph: 02 4422 9683 
www.nowramotorcycles.com.au 

132 Princes Hwy, Nowra, NSW 2541

www.helperformance.com.au

WE HAVE A LINE TO SUIT ANY CORNER

WHAT’S STOPPING YOU!

Ph: 1300 453 875
Melbourne, VIC

Contact us for more information (03) 9351 0612  e: dave@getrouted.com.au  www.getrouted.com.au

get routed
International motorcycle shipping for Aussie  
Bikes to and from New Zealand, england,  
Spain, turkey and the uSA

Australia Pty Ltd
ACN 147 209 283 

Australia Pty Ltd
ACN 147 209 283 

. Isle of Man Specialist!

andystrapz.com
® 

Going Somewhere?
Visit Andy Strapz first.

www.noiseguard.com.au
www.kriega.com.au
www.redddog.com.au
www.trialsexperience.com.au
www.airhawkguy.com.au
www.helperformance.com.au
www.cityedgemotorcycles.com.au
www.getrouted.com.au
www.andystrapz.com
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MOVE YOUR 

BIKE
The Motorcycle transport professionals

1300 663 266 
www.moveyourbike.com.au

motorcycle media 
everywhere

get the latest from

WEBSITE

FACEBOOK

VIDEO

TWITTER

NEWSLETTER
THE EVOLUTION OF THE TRAILER

STEP 1 
WHEEL OUT

STEP 2 
UNFOLD

STEP 3 
STRAP ON

TO FIND YOUR NEAREST RETAILER GO TO OUR WEBSITE OR CONTACT US DIRECT:  
www.foldingmt.com or call 08 9468 0315   

phc@foldingmt.com

®

The world’s  only TRUE  folding trailer.

Link straight to your website from your 
advertisement in the Cycle Torque iPad edition. 

Click here to email Dennis Penzo for  
more information.

LINK TO YOUR 
CUSTOMERS
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www.moveyourbike.com.au
http://www.cycletorque.com.au
www.cycletorque.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/CycleTorque
http://www.cycletorque.com.au/video
ShareTwitter,#cycletorque
http://www.cycletorque.com.au/email-newsletter/
www.foldingmt.com
dennis@cycletorque.com.au
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1TALK TO ME

SENA Bluetooth has released the new SMH5-FM 
headset/intercom model with a built-in FM stereo 
tuner so you can listen to your favourite radio station 
- you can even scan and store. It allows hands-free 
mobile activation and you can even listen to GPS 
voice instructions. Have two-way conversations with 
the pillion or talk to another rider within 700m. Easy 
to use jog dial, even with gloves on, and it has up 
to seven hours talk time and six-day standby time. 
Water resistant and you can even charge it on the go.
PRICE: Single units $159, dual kits $299.
AVAILABLE FROM: Most motorcycle stores  
MORE INFO: Ph 1300 115 007 or  
www.cycletorque.com.au/more

www.cycletorque.com.au/more 
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2  BERIK OFFERS SAFER OPTION

THE 2013 range of Berik race suits, two-
piece race suits and jackets have arrived 
and they meet or exceed CE certification 
standard EN 13595:2002. Nearly the entire 
range complies with Personal Protective 
Equipment Directive 89/686. So, it’s not 
just about elbow and shoulder protection 
any more. The new certification also covers 
abrasion and cut resistance, burst strength 
and chemical content.
PRICE: Prices vary so see your nearest  
Berik stockist.
AVAILABLE FROM: Good motorcycle stores  
MORE INFO: www.cycletorque.com.au/more

www.cycletorque.com.au/more 


IBIKE STUFF

3SINGING IN THE RAIN

FICEDA has just released Oxford’s range 
of RainSeal products to keep you dry and 
singing in the rain. Features reflective 
piping, soft collars, plenty of adjustment 
via elastic, velcro and draw strings as well 
as fully taped seams to keep you dry. 
Available in a full oversuit, or separate 
jacket and pants.
PRICE: Jacket $59.95, pants $39.50  
full suit $99.95
AVAILABLE FROM: From all good motorcycle 
stores
MORE INFO: Ph 1800 674 349
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4SAVE MY TIGER

TOURATECH’S radiator guard for the Triumph 
Tiger 800 will keep that big radiator on the 
three-cylinder machine safe. The original 
plastic guard provides only limited protection 
on rough gravel roads. Made from black 
anodised laser-cut aluminium the guard blends 
unobtrusively with the bike’s appearance. 
Attaches seamlessly using existing mounts.
PRICE: $186
AVAILABLE FROM: www.touratech.com.au
MORE INFO: www.cycletorque.com.au/more
or 0409 236 469

www.touratech.com.au
www.cycletorque.com.au/more 
www.cycletorque.com.au/more 


IBIKE STUFF

1LET COOL HEADS PREVAIL

EVANS coolants are a waterless coolant specially 
formulated for track and trail, and suited to the 
demands of enduro and motocross. Protects engine 
cooling systems from -40 degrees to 190 degrees. 
Unique waterless formula means no liner pitting 
and no premature detonation issues. Never need 
changing, once they’re in your system, they’re there 
for life.
PRICE: See stockist for price.
AVAILABLE FROM: Distributor list at  
www.cycletorque.com.au/more 

MORE INFO: Ph (03) 9318 9811 or  
www.cycletorque.com.au/more

www.cycletorque.com.au/more 
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2 STAR IN AN ATEM

THE Alpinestars Atem jacket is a fully CE certified 
garment made of premium quality materials and 
safety features. Extremely durable 1.3mm leather 
construction features flexible leather aramid 
stretch panels on chest and back for contoured 
fit and comfort. MotoGP-profiled back hump is 
ventilated. External shoulders feature Dynamic 
Friction Shield (DFS) track tested in MotoGP and 
WSBK. Removable protectors as well as optional 
multi snap-button system for CE certified back 
protector. List of features too long to list.
PRICE: $749.95.
AVAILABLE FROM: Good motorcycle stores  
MORE INFO: www.cycletorque.com.au/more

www.cycletorque.com.au/more 


IBIKE STUFF

3 ROCKSTEADY PROTECTION

POLISPORT’S Rocksteady Body Armour is 
strong but weighs in at only 700g. It has 
a flexible structure that allows the torso 
to move freely and is also designed to be 
used with a neck brace. It is CE approved 
to EN 14021 and is so adjustable that one 
size fits all. It is available in either black or 
white.
PRICE: $129.90
AVAILABLE FROM: Leading motorcycle shops 

MORE INFO: Ph (07) 3382 5000  or  
www.cycletorque.com.au/more

www.cycletorque.com.au/more 
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4 DNA - IT’S IN THE AIR

DNA manufactures OEM replacement filters 
for almost every modern motorcycle including 
Universal and Pod types in many styles and sizes 
for custom applications. There’s also Stage 2 and 
3 airbox modification kits for selected bikes. Eco-
friendly 100% organic cotton as a filtration media, 
factory glued, high quality EVA foam seals ensure 
correct and secure sealing and installation. Stage 
3 kit for Ninja 250 can flow 375% more air than the 
stock unit.  More air, more power!
PRICE: Pod filters from $39, Round/panel type from 
$59 Stage 3 Ninja kit $262
AVAILABLE FROM: Dealer locator -  
www.cycletorque.com.au/more
MORE INFO: www.cycletorque.com.au/more

www.cycletorque.com.au/more 
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KICK ASS  
FALCO
I’VE been wearing these 
Falco Biker Boots for 
the past few months. 
I’ve even worn them 
at a test ride day for 
a quad/utv range 
recently. Made in Altivole, Italy by 
the Gianni Falco Motorcycle Boots 
Company these quality boots 
have full grain leather cowhide 
upper and lining with authentic 
pull tabs and squared toe as well 
as a hard wearing oil proof grip 
sole. Mens sizes from 41-47, Ladies 
36-41. Comfy and tough.  
– Dennis Penzo

PRICE: $199
AVAILABLE FROM: Good motorcycle shops
MORE INFO: www.cycletorque.com.au/more

www.cycletorque.com.au/more 
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SUPPLE PALMS
THESE Lee Parks Design gloves are a great 
addition to the wardrobe especially if you’re a 
tourer or cruiser rider. They feature 80gram US 
deer skin on the palms and 110gram elk skin 
on the backs with a double layer on knuckles 
for additional abrasion protection. And they 
are a very comfortable and supple glove, 
especially on longer distance trips. Seamless 
palm for optimum feel and dual Velcro wrist 
closures provide a custom fit around narrow 
or wide jackets. Hand washable deer and elk 
hides stay soft even after drying. Only four 
seams in the whole glove means fewer weak 
points. Extra wide long gauntlet expands to 
go over virtually any jacket. Very supple, very 
comfy. – Dennis Penzo

PRICE: $130, others in the range from $95
AVAILABLE FROM: (02) 6689 5703
MORE INFO: www.cycletorque.com.au/more
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QUAD TORQUE

PARKLANDER ATVs and UTV side-by-side machines are built by HiSun, China’s largest offroad 
vehicle manufacturer, helping Australian company Parklands offer a great range of reliable 
machines at very competative prices. 
The HiSun ATVs and UTVs have been a reliable niche in the Parklander range for years. We tested their 
entire range last year at the Eastern Creek four-wheel-drive test track.

This year we managed to get aboard all the models at a private rural property in Mulgoa complete with 
creek crossings, soggy grassland, hilly terrain and various obstacles.

And it’s interesting to see how the models have evolved as the factory responds to the needs of its 
distributors around the globe.

One machine that caught our eye in particular was the PQV800 UTV-2, (RRP incl GST $16,000) although 
in my mind I was already mentally referring to it as the “troop carrier” as soon as I laid eyes on it.

The UTV-2 can be used as a four-seater with a small electric tilt tray at the rear. The really clever part is 
that in less than two-minutes you can convert it to a two-seater and greatly expand the size of the tray - 
and it’s all done quickly with just a series of spring-loaded slide bolts.

I think this workhorse has a real place in tough Australian work environments. The flexibility of being 
able to bring a crew of four to a rugged worksite and then convert the configuration to give you a big 
load carrying capacity and then quickly convert back to “troop carrier” mode to bring the crew back 
home. This is a real winner!

It is powered by a fuel injected 800cc four-stroke liquid cooled vee-twin engine with four valves per 
cylinder, an automatic CVT drive system, and that lot puts out 54.9hp with a maximum torque of 90Nm 
at 4500rpm.

And here’s where we get spoilt for choice. There’s the 800ATV (RRP incl GST $8,999) and the two side-by-
side UTVs.

The two-seater UTV (RRP incl GST $11,490) would lean more toward the sport category whereas the 
UTV-2 has the serious carrying capacity in terms of load and passengers.

The actual engine specs are virtually identical although the ATV has a shaft drive, the sport UTV has an 
axle and the troop carrier has a shaft with rear differential.

The CVT on all three is a sub-transmission with high, low, park, neutral and reverse with both 2WD and 
4WD.

They share a chassis with independent double A arm suspension front and back as well as dual 
ventilated hydraulic disc brakes and AT25 x 8-12 radial tyres front and rear.

The UTVs have 30litre fuel capacity and the ATV has 26 litres.

The UTV-2 has multifunction instrumentation with digital speedo, clock, 2WD/4WD/diff lock indicator, 
water temperature and fuel injection warning, indicators, digital fuel gauge, parking brake indicator, 
neutral, reverse and fuel warning lights. There’s even a cup holder.

The big beast of burden also has an automotive style cooling system coupled with an oil cooler for 
superior heat dissipation as well as an electronic power steering system (EPS) to make driving safe and 
easy. The system switches itself off above 80kmh for safety.

Yes, and it has all the good stuff you’d expect to get with a quality machine such as 1600kg winch, roof 
and full windscreen.

The 800UTV has very comfortable seats and also a great pull-out T-bar hand grip for passenger safety 
and the EPS system is optional on this model. This one also gets a tow hitch and aluminium wheel rims. 

CYCLE TORQUE LAUNCH REPORT -  
2013 PARKLANDS ATV/UTV RANGE

One thing is for certain, you’re certainly 
spoilt for choice when it comes to the 
Parklands range of ATVs and UTVs.

A QUAD FOR 
ALL REASONS

n TEST BY DENNIS PENZO 
PHOTOS BY PARKLANDS

n  RIDING GEAR: NOLAN 
N43E TRILOGY HELMET, 
HUNTER ROAD-MASTER 
JACKET, MATADOR GLOVES, 
TKD ‘BENJI’ JEANS, FALCO 
BIKER BOOTS.

http://www.cycletorque.com.au/category/multimedia/video/
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The ATV gets handlebar protectors and 
aluminium wheels as well as the same capacity winch. Optional 
accessories include the rear cargo bed and large 26-inch tyres.

The PQV700 UTV-5 (RRP incl GST $11,599) is the little brother of the 
800 UTV-2 with its four-seater design and the utility tilt tray capable 
of carrying 250kg.

It’s powered by a 686cc water-cooled four-stroke single cylinder 
engine. It’s also fuel injected, and has a five-disc brake system. CVT 
transmission has high, low, park, neutral and reverse in 2WD/4WD 
driven through an axle.

Suspension has been upgraded for this model with independent 
double A arm suspension front and back.

Fuel capacity is 30litres and ground clearance is a comfortable 
245mm.

The electronic power steering system is optional on this model, 
however it does come with 1600kg winch, full windshield, roof, tow 
hitch, cup console and aluminium wheel rims.

This model also comes with very comprehensive multifunction 
instrumentation.

Next on the list is the PQV 500ATV-4 (RRP incl GST $7,110) and its 
side-by-side sibling the PQV 500UTV-4 (RRP incl GST $8,996) which 
share a 471cc liquid-cooled four-stroke four-valve single cylinder 
engine.

Again, like their bigger siblings they 
have centralised relays with waterproof cables to offer ease of 
maintenance as well as Delphi electronic fuel injection.

Multifunction instrumentation is comprehensive and easy to read at 
a glance.

Chassis features independent double A arm suspension front and 
back on both models with dual ventilated hydraulic discs front and 
back on the UTV but with a single disc on the rear of the ATV-4.

The UTV has a 790mm seat height wihile the ATV is 870mm and 
ground clearance on the UTV is 245mm but 260mm on the ATV.

Fuel capacity is 30 litres on the UTV and 17 litres on the ATV.

Standard issue is the 1600kg winch, tow hitch and aluminium wheel 
rims. The ATV includes the rear cargo bed and handlebar protector, 
while the UTV also has full windshield, roof, and cup console.

EPS is optional on the UTV.

When you get down to the PQV 400UTV (RRP incl GST $7,590) and 
the PQV 400ATV-4 (RRP incl GST $5,500) there is a slight divergence 
between the two.

The UTV has a 392cc liquid-cooled four-stroke single cylinder while 
the ATV has a 387cc liquid-cooled four-stroke single cylinder.

The bore and stroke on the UTV is 84.5mm x 70mm compared to 
83mm x 71.6mm on the ATV.

Maximum power on the UTV is 27hp at 7500rpm while 
the ATV kicks in slightly earlier at 7000 to 7500rpm.

Maximum torque on the UTV is 23Nm at 6500rpm while 
the ATV has 30Nm at between 6000 and 6500rpm. The 
UTV gets fuel injection while the ATV has a carburettor 
and CDI ignition.

The UTV is electric start while the ATV also gets a 
pullstart.

Suspension on the UTV features independent double A 
arms both front and back while the ATV has double A arm 
on the front and single swingarm on the rear.

Seat height on the UTV is 857mm while the ATV is 
830mm and ground clearance on the UTV is 300mm while the ATV 
has 245mm.

Fuel capacity in the UTV is 29litres and the ATV carries 15litres.

They both have multifunction instrumentation, 1600kg winch and 
tow hitch.

Aluminium wheel rims are optional on the UTV which gets a full 
windshield and roof as well as a high capacity manual tipping tray 
and the automotive style cooling system coupled to an oil cooler.

All come with 12-months limited factory warranty.

Parklands Power Products might not be automatically recognised by 
many Australians but mention the names Tanaka and Grasshopper 
and you will see the light bulb come on.

Parklands is a 100 per cent Australian owned private company 
and has been around since 1968 in the outdoor power equipment 
industry.

In 2006 the company launched a range of its own products under 
the Parklander banner which covers everything from zero-turn 
mowers, push mowers, brushcutters, chainsaws, hedge trimmers 
and many more. n

Fold up the rear seat… Pull out the colour-
matched side panels…

The back wall slides on 
tracks…

Voila! One big tray. Simple slide bolt system.



Cyril Despres (KTM) took his fifth Dakar win in 
12 starts in the 2013 Dakar Rally, the world’s 
toughest desert rally, while a former bike 
category winner, Stephane Peterhansel, won in 
the cars.

In a truly international podium, the Frenchman 
Despres beat home Ruben Faria from Portugal 
and Franciso Lopez from Chili, all riding KTM.

Australians Rod Faggotter (Yamaha) and Ben 
Grabham (KTM) were 14th and 15th overall. 
Faggotter had started the race believing a top-
20 result was possible, and to place 14th was a 
great result in only his second Dakar – his first, 
last year, ended in bike failure.

For Grabham, still recovering from a 150km/h 
collision with a kangaroo during the Condo 750 last October, finishing 15th 
was an excellent result in his first Dakar. 

“It was a big relief to finally cross the finish line. It’s the type of race where in 
every kilometre there’s something that could bring you undone fast and in a 
big way,” said Grabham.

“To be honest I expected it to be more difficult physically than it was but 
everything I’ve done to prepare for it obviously helped. The hardest part was 
mentally day after day just all the maps and the navigation, the long hours and 
the harsh weather conditions and other elements.

“That first week was the hardest, I wasn’t enjoying it a hell of a lot at first. 

Everything was so unfamiliar, we’re reading off French maps - and we’re not 
even in France – it was important not to let it get to you. Once you got the gist 
of the event and the conditions and the craziness on the roads you settled into 
a routine and got the hang of it.

“I really want to thank everyone who helped get me here and supported me 
all the way particularly KTM Australia and HSE Mining, and my mechanic Mikey 
for keeping me going and putting up with everything for two weeks. My Team 
Manager Garry also helped a lot through the year with the organisation of 
everything. We were pretty low key. The KTM factory team helped with a few 
bits and pieces along the way but we pretty much worked it out ourselves and 
did it on our own.”

Dakar Rally: 
DESPRES’ FIFTH Cyril Despres has won 

the toughest race 
of the year, again, 

winning the Dakar.

Ben Grabham’s first Dakar 
was a solid performance and 

great ride. Pic Maindru

CYCLE TORQUE FEATURE
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GHR Honda rider Warren Strange was 24th, a solid result for the veteran 
desert racer. After injury and retirement from the 2011 Dakar, Strange wasn’t 
fit for the 2012 event so achieved his main goal of finishing the 2013 race. 
Another GHR rider, Todd Smith was 34th in his first Dakar while Husqvarna’s 
Simon Pavey finished 59th. Matt Fish was also a finisher, riding as support for 
Husqvarna team riders Barrenda and Goncalves.

For Despres, the race was looking like it might not be his – it wasn’t until the 
ninth stage when the Frenchman was able to come through, putting together 
a fast, error-free ride while former leader David Casteu hit a cow, which not 
only dislocated his shoulder but also resulted in bike failure 15km from the 
end of the section. Unbelieveably, the Frenchman made it across the line on 
foot.

Yamaha’s Oliver Pain led the race, too, but suffered from bad luck and lots of 
crashes, but he fought back to finish sixth.

Despres is now one step away from equalling the record for the most victories 
on a motorcycle, held by none other than Peterhansel. But his triumph in the 
2013 edition also taught him a lot about the difficulty of the future challenges 
awaiting him. His victory was based on the traditional ingredients: a strong 
physical and technical performance, good navigational skills and a feeling for 
the race.

Husqvarna was at the Dakar this year too picking up four stage victories.

Quads
Yamaha took the quad podium - first through third, with Argentinian Marcos 
Patronelli taking the win by almost two hours. “It has been spectacular,” said 
Patronelli. “This Dakar was like a dream come true for me. Everything went 
smoothly from the first day in Peru to the last in Chile. I’m surprised at how the 
stages went. It was all thanks to the team, which worked every single night. I’d 
like to thank Yamaha Argentina and Yamaha France, which provided me every 
day with a quad that didn’t miss a beat. This victory means a lot to me. My 
brother won last year, but I ran into trouble. I was here to get my own back on 
myself. It was a perfect Dakar from the beginning to the end. It’s the first time 
that everything’s played out so well.”

For more about the Dakar, follow the links at  
www.cycletorque.com.au/more n

Rod Faggotter’s a Yamaha 
dealer and Dakar hero.  
Pic Maindru

Joan Barrenda, Paulo 
Goncalves and Aussie Matt 
Fish were the Husqvarna by 
Speedbrain team.

Oliver Pain was an early 
leader but crashes cost him 

too much time. Pic: DPPI. 

Marcos Patronelli made it look easy - as if the Dakar ever 
could be - on his Yamaha 250, winning by nearly two hours. 
Pic Maindru

www.cycletorque.com.au/more


While it was a huge success for Aprilia it was a very 
unlucky day for Ducati and Carlos Checa. Checa took 
pole on the Ducati Panigale, and looked likely to be the 
dominant force on Sunday. In race one Checa came into 
contact with BMW’s Marco Melandri, crashing heavily 
in turn four and putting himself out of the rest of the 
day’s proceedings, while Melandri was lucky to escape 
relatively unhurt. It was a real dent to Ducati too, after 
Checa proved the knockers, who said the Panigale 
wouldn’t work, wrong in qualifying. With a nine week 
break until the next round Checa should be right to go, 
and all Ducati fans will be crossing their fingers and toes 
hoping he’s on the pace. 

In Race One, it was Aprilia 1-2-3, with Guintoli leading 
home Laverty after 22 laps of close racing, with the gap at 
the finish line only 1.3 seconds. Former Ducati rider Michel 
Fabrizio took his privateer Aprilia to third, barely a tyre 
width behind Laverty.

Race one pace setter Davide Giugliano broke down on lap 
two, otherwise it could well have been Aprilia 1-2-3-4.

Two Australian riders were entered as wildcards, Glenn 
Allerton on the Next Gen Motorsports BMW S 1000 RR and 
Jamie Stauffer on the Team Honda Racing CBR1000RR.

Both Aussie riders were close in times throughout the race, 

with Allerton taking 14th and Stauffer 15th.

Irishman Laverty then turned the tables on his Aprilia 
factory team-mate Guintoli to win the second race.

Laverty sat behind Guintoli for most of the race – and even 
dropped back to third behind Melandri at one stage – 
before making his decisive move with four laps to go, and 
made his intentions crystal clear with a new lap record of 
1:31.168secs just a short time later. The previous lap record 
of 1:31.323 was set by Michel Fabrizio in race one.

Guintoli finished 0.418s behind Laverty in the 22-lapper, 
while BMW-backed Melandri completed the race in third 
– but not before a minor scare when Fabrizio tapped the 
back of his bike at turn nine on the last lap.

Fabrizio remained upright to finish fourth, with the 
top eight completed by Tom Sykes (Kawasaki), Davide 
Giugliano (Aprilia), WSBK rookie Jules Cluzel (Suzuki) and 
Jonathan Rea (Honda). Rea’s team-mate Leon Haslam was 
ninth, but had to fight his way back trough the pack after 
a lap one melee which also involved Loris Baz (Kawasaki) 
and Chaz Davies (BMW).

Australian pair Allerton (BMW) and Jamie Stauffer (Honda) 
were 12th and 13th respectively in race two.

Guintoli said afterward, “I tried hard to set a comfortable 

pace to save the tyre, unlike in race one. With five laps to 
go I tried to push but Eugene [Laverty] had something in 
his bag of tricks too.

“I managed to stay in contact in the end but he rode a 
great tactical race.

“Coming away from here with a first and a second is a 
great result and I feel very happy and content and it seems 
we are going to have a lot of fun this year.”

Laverty said “I’m leaving here with 45 points and that’s 
what Max left with last year. He went on to win the 
championship.

“This result puts both of us in a strong position, and the 
Aprilia looks strong too, even Fabrizio’s privateer Aprilia.

“Aprilia looks to have the package this year.

“In race one Silvain gave me a bit of a lesson on how to use 
the tyre the best. I was riding like it was a 50 lap race so in 
race two I went easy in the first few laps then switched the 
bike to more power.

“You can put the Aprilia where ever you want so I was 
able to outbrake Marco and then get better drive onto the 
straight to win the race.”

Racing into Turn Four for the 
first time in 2013.

CYCLE TORQUE FEATURE 
2013 PHILLIP ISLAND WSIBK ROUND 1

FACTORY Aprilia riders 
Eugene Laverty and 
Silvain Guintoli have 
finished on equal points 
at the first round of the 
2013 World Superbike 
Championship at Phillip 
Island.

 APRILIA 
DOMINATES
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DOMINATES For the first time in many years there are no full time 

Australian riders in the World Superbike Championships. 
Crowd attendance was down on previous years and 
you could tell this by looking around the track fence. No 
Aussies to cheer for, less people turn up. Of course this 
could be perceived as a slap in the face to Allerton and 
Stauffer but they were there for a one off ride.

Laverty and Guintoli lead the championship on 45pts 
apiece, ahead of Fabrizio (29), Sykes (22), Melandri (16) 
and Rea (16).

Aprilia also has a good lead in the Manufacturer’s 
Championship, with 50 points. BMW is next on 29 points.

The next round will be held in Aragon, Spain from April 
12-14.

Supersport
Reigning world champion Kenan Sofuoglu (Kawasaki) 
outlasted Yamaha’s Sam Lowes to kick off the 2013 
Supersport World Championship in the best possible 
fashion at Phillip Island.

Aboard his exceptionally fast ZX-6R, Sofuoglu won the 
15-lap event by 1.899 seconds, but it was his outstanding 
work rate in the last three laps that made sure of victory, 
including a new lap record on the last lap – 1m33.298s.

“After yesterday I thought it would be impossible to catch 
Sam because of his times,” said Sofuoglu. 

“But this morning I woke up and told the team we have 
to do something, and this morning in warm up I find the 
balance and speed and could save the tyre. 

“I really enjoyed the race, but especially the fighting all 
weekend,” he added.

The victory adds to Sofuoglu’s previous successes at 
Phillip Island in 2009 and 2012, and he has now won 22 
WSS races in an outstanding career that is yet to show 
any signs of slowing down.

Lowes led for major parts of the race, but all his hard 
work around the back of the circuit came undone when 
Sofuoglu blasted straight back past along Gardner 
Straight.

But it was still a sensational start to the season for Lowes, 

as it was for third-placed WSS rookie Michael Van der 
Mark (Honda), who made it three separate manufacturers 
on the podium.

The 20-year-old Dutchman even held the new lap record 
for a while, but lost touch with the leaders in the last few 
laps.

Van der Mark finished 6.771 seconds behind Sofuoglu, 
with Fabien Foret and David Salom in fourth and fifth on 
their Kawasakis. Foret charged back through the field 
after a poor start from the front row of the grid, which 
saw him back in 20th place on lap one.

Mitchell Carr (Triumph) was the leading Australian in 
16th, ahead of Honda riders Josh Hook (Honda) and 
Matt Davies (20th). Kevin Curtain (Yamaha) retired with 
mechanical problems after four laps.

Carr and Aark Racing are having a go at the full 
Supersport season this year after winning the Australian 
Supersport Championship in 2012.

Overall though it’s barren times for Aussie race fans as it 
becomes harder and harder for riders from Down Under 
to get a paid gig on the big stage.

Meanwhile, the Victorian Minster for Tourism and Major 
Events, The Hon Louise Asher, announced this morning 
a three-year contract extension for Phillip Island to 
continue to host the Australian World Superbike round 
until 2017.

A total of 61,500 spectators attended this year’s WSBK 
round over the three days.

Australian Support Classes
Both the ASBK Prostock and Supersport classes use the 
WSBK round as their championship first round too. 

With Yamaha Racing fielding Kevin Curtain as a wildcard, 
also Team Honda Racing with Jamie Stauffer and Josh 
Hook, plus Glenn Allerton doing likewise on his BMW, the 
Australian Superbike grid looked decidedly lacking in the 
factory machine stakes. As a result the ASBK promoters 
decided not to run the Superbike Supports as a round of 
the championship.

As a result Wayne Maxwell ran away with both races on 
the Team Suzuki GSX-R1000.

In both races he was followed home by Chas Hern 
(C.M.Racing GSX-R1000) and Linden Magee on the 
Dynotech Maxima BMW S 1000 RR.

Glenn Scott has stepped up to the Superbike class for 
2013, riding the Insure My Ride CBR1000RR, which was 
one of Team Honda Racing’s 2012 machines. He finished 
a very credible 5th in race one and 4th in race two.

This gives Maxwell a great head start in the 
championship but he’ll have to contend with the regular 
factory riders at the next round.

Matt Walters on the Rover Coaches/Kawasaki Connection 
ZX-10R showed what a talent he is by finishing 6th 
and 5th respectively the two races, but he was by far 
the best Prostock rider, winning the class comfortably 
from fellow Kawasaki rider Dustin Goldsmith, and Ben 
Nicolson. Luckily for most of the other riders in this class, 
Walters won’t be contesting the full ASBK Championship, 
concentrating on the FX series.

In Supersport it looked as though Aaron Morris on the 
Maxima Yamaha R6 would be the man to beat but Chris 
Quinn took him right to the line in the first race, following 
Morris home by only .010 seconds. Last year’s Superstock 
600 champ Daniel Falzon took third.

Race two saw Morris not get a stellar start and then 
crashing out, leaving Falzon, Quinn and Ryan Taylor, 
all Yamaha mounted, go at it. The race was amazing to 
watch, and Falzon just took the win from Quinn and 
Taylor, and that’s how the overall podium stood too.

The Historic P5 and P6 machines have long been crowd 
favourites at these international meetings, and the 
headline acts were Shawn Giles on a Suzuki Katana, Beau 
Beaton on the Irving Vincent, and Robbie Phillis, also 
Katana mounted.

Former factory Suzuki rider Giles never looked like being 
headed until the final race when he ran off the track in 
the final turn with one lap to go. He was able to stay on 
and re-enter the race but there wasn’t enough time to 
run down Beaton and the booming Vincent. Giles still 
accrued enough points to take the overall win.

You can always expect a certain level of mechanical 
attrition in the Historic class but entries looked down 
from previous events. n
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I agree
I JUST read the editorial in last month’s 
issue, ‘how much better are they?’. I have a 
1992 gixxer and my neighbour a 1996 ’blade. 
I and indeed he, have modern bikes, MV1078RR 
Brutale, MT01, Tiger 800xc, GSX-R600 etc, but 
really, in the south of Sydney on a secret road 
(National Park!) I doubt you really could go 
much harder!
The Gixxer has Trooperlu suspension, Ohlins 
remote shock and the ’blade is no slouch either 
and quite a looker, compared to the fatter 
Suzuki.

Mike Harrison

Big Brother
HEADING down to the Mornington Peninsula Hot 
Springs via the new Peninsula Link? A mate on 
his new Harley loved it but nearly ran out 
of fuel. More freeways bypass more servos 
so plan ahead. There are six new point to 
point cameras - which work on average speed 
between bridges. Not sure if they will affect 
motorbikes as they seem to photograph only 
the front of the vehicle - possibly also 
explaining the push for front number plates.
This new tech is also applied on the Hume 
where the original point-to-point cameras 
have been switched off due to wrong fines 
issued. Anyway the new cameras cost millions 
to commission, and expected revenue is likely 
to be profit so be careful... If they can’t 
get you then the plethora of patrol cars will 
be likely to even the score. I ride this 
road daily and it is great - but I do miss 
scraping the pegs when carving through the 
nice big round-abouts on Moorooduc Highway.
Enjoy your rides.

Darren Hocking

Hotel California
Although I live in California, I love your 
magazine. Reading it on an iPad redefines the 
whole concept of what a magazine can be. All 

the photos are amazing and the 
articles are well-written. Keep 
up the excellent work.

Ted Schade
Bishop, California, USA

Thanks Ted, we appreciate your 
feedback. We think the iPad 

is the future, but just when 
there’ll be a massive shift by 
readers from print to digital is anyone’s 

guess. We’ll continue to do both for the time 
being. Ed

Painful experience
I DON’T know why people whinge about sports 
bikes. I’m the proud owner of a 2006 ZX-6R 
and have rheumatoid arthritis. Yes the bumps 
do hurt a bit but when you’re used to pain it 
doesn’t seem to mater. Hell, I even ride it 
to Phillip Island every year (six hour trip 
one way), have lots of fun. I just stop more. 
Also the thrill of scraping the knee in the 
twisty bits is the best and the looks of a 
sexy sports is awesome as well

Peter Cook

Painful experience 2
YOU are right on the money regarding the 
early Yamaha R1. I have an ’01 R1 and it does 
everything my mate’s later litre bikes do 
with half the tech and computers.
It is also far easier to ride on the road, 
mainly because the amount of torque due 
to EXUP, although it does have Ohlins 
throughout.
Might I also add this is a great magazine 
experience on the iPad.

Al

Unhappy buyer
I’M not happy with much of the latest wet 
weather gear on the market. What are some of 
the manufacturers thinking?
I’ve had a Motoline dry suit and a mate the 
Dririder. I’ve used mine for the last 10 

years on my old IT Yamaha and RGV250, and the 
only fault I found was I wore the seam out 
in the crutch. 10 points to both these brands 
as I’ve been hard on them, used them in a 
atrocious conditions and arrived home safe 
and dry. One of the best features of their 
suits is the little bum bag incorporated in 
the zipper so you can carry it around your 
waist or on the ’bars till you need it
So now I ride a cruiser, and I burnt a hole 
in the leg of my precious life saving suit. 
Why oh why don’t they have a burn proof 
canvas or something on the calf area to 
prevent this? Not everyone rides a sports 
bike, and all cruisers have exposed exhaust.
So, looking at products on the market I 
feel as though many of the designs have gone 
backwards.
Many wet weather suits don’t have a bag 
incorporated in the design, making it a pain 
to carry or pack. Not all change is for the 
better.
Sincerely disgusted.

Dean
Funny you mention both those brands. I have 

a Dririder one piece wet weather suit and an 
older Motoline suit as well, and both have 

proven very durable. One has a attached bag 
and one doesn’t but it’s never worried me 

either way.
I guess you just need to find a suit that 

fits your personal needs. Not everything on 
the market suits everyone. One thing I have 

noticed is prices haven’t gone up much in the 
last few years for this gear, which is great. 

Ed.

WRITE A LETTER! 
WIN A GREAT PRIZE
This month Darren Hocking has won an Airhawk mid-cruiser seat 
for his bike, valued at $159. Airhawk seats make riding a lot more 
comfortable by putting a cushion of air between you and your bike. 
Check out www.airhawkguy.com for more information.
Send your letters (and/or great bike pictures) to The Editor,  
Cycle Torque, PO Box 687 Warners Bay, NSW 2282 or email chris@
cycletorque.com.au.
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