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WELCOME

• Individually designed for each and every model • Highest quality materials  
• Plug and play fitment • Australian owned and made

Available at your favourite motorcycle accessories dealer. 
Contact Kenma Australia for more information about OGGY KNOBBS Ph 02 9484 0777 
Email: sales@kenma.com.au visit www.kenma.com.au or search “OGGY KNOBBS”

FRESH OFF 

THE CNC

NEW MODELS ON THE WAY! 

Chain adjuster brackets 

HONDA Grom, 

CBR300R/F, CBR500R, 

CB500F/X, and  

CB/CBR650F. 

YAMAHA MT-07 and 

XSR700

FENDER ELIMINATORS Now Available 
YAMAHA MT-10, MT-07, MT-03 and R3; KAWASAKI Z300 and Ninja 300, Z250SL; 

 HONDA CBR500R, CB/CBR650F, CBR1000 10-17; SUZUKI GSXR1000 09-17, GSXS1000, 
GSXR600/750 11-17, SV650 16-17. More new models being added.

Welcome to the April issue of Cycle Torque, in it you’ll find full 
tests of two live nudes.

Yamaha is back with a big and bold MT-10 derived from its YZF-R1. 
The tuning fork company has made a few attempts at open class 
nakeds to varying degrees of success, we find out how well it 
stacks up.

CFMoto is China’s largest exporter of ATVs, but did you know the 
company also produces about 40,000 motorcycles per year? We 
take a look at the learner approved 650NK ABS which will compete 
strongly for your dollar with Japanese and European machines.

Do the best race team bosses start as riders? Chris caught up with 
Kelvin Reilly, BC Performance’s head honcho on racing and what 
it’s like to run a championship winning team.

Our new columnist Norman received critical acclaim in his debut 
last month. “Go boil your head” and “I don’t get it” were just some 
of the comments we received. Back by unpopular demand, this time 
it’s sportsbikes’ turn. Watch out.

There’s the latest news, some great new products, some epic 
responses to Norman and more.

I hope you enjoy the issue.

– Ryan Grubb 
Digital Editor

April 2017

https://twitter.com/search?q=cycletorque&src=typd
http://instagram.com/cycletorque
http://www.facebook.com/CycleTorque
http://www.youtube.com/user/cycletorquedotcom
http://www.kenma.com.au
http://www.kenma.com.au
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Troy Herfoss (Honda) has taken out the second round 
of the Australian Superbike Championship, scoring 46 
points ahead of Wayne Maxwell (Yamaha) and Robbie 
Bugden (Kawasaki).

Daniel Falzon (Yamaha) takes a 13-point series lead into 
Round 3, held at Winton this month.

Herfoss said in a Facebook post “I’m really happy with 
the way I rode and our level is very high. 

“I know after this weekend, the team and I will be really 
strong at the next round at Winton Motor Raceway at the 
end of April.”

The weekend started off on a sour note when Glenn 
Allerton crashed early on in practice leaving him with a 
broken arm. 

Allerton high-sided at turn 10 and was then taken to Hospital where it was 
determined he had broken his arm in two places and required immediate 
surgery.

“I started to straighten the bike out then started to let go of the brakes to 
turn-in,” Allerton said.

“I then put my balance and weight forward and the back-end came right 
around and flicked me over the handlebars. 

“I landed on my elbow pretty hard as I broke my humerus bone in two 
places really badly.”

Allerton’s doctors precict he will be out of action from eight to ten weeks, 
meaning he will miss the next round of the championship.

Wayne Maxwell was able to keep his championship hopes alive after taking second 
place for the round with 8-1 results.

In unpredictable weather, Maxwell said taking eighth place in race one was a positive, 
and thought the race was “in control of the gods.” 

“It could have rained and I could have been a hero, but it didn’t.

“Unfortunately, that’s the way it goes,” Maxwell said.

Robbie Bugden placed his Kawasaki BCperformance Ninja ZX-10R on the 3rd step of 
the overall round podium, cementing 3rd position on the championship leader board, 
17 points behind series leader Daniel Falzon (Yamaha).

“It’s been a pretty tough weekend where the results didn’t come easy and we really had to work hard,” 
Bugden said.

“We haven’t competed here as a team before with the Ninja ZX-10R so it was challenging early on. 

“We tipped one over on Friday and the weather conditions didn’t help at all with the dry and the wet.”

Falzon’s team, Jon Daniels Racing said in a Facebook post that the team “made the wrong decision 
by gridding up with wet tyres on a rapidly drying track.

“With no further rain forecast, the [team] made the decision to call Daniel in on lap 3 for a MotoGP-
style swap to the dry bike in pit lane.

“Daniel rejoined in 18th position and spent the remaining 16 laps fighting his way back up to a 9th 
place finish, whilst setting the fastest lap of the race.

In race two, Falzon “pushed through the changing conditions to put the Caterpillar Yamaha R1 on the 
podium.” n

Troy Herfoss

Robbie Bugden

Glenn Allerton

ASBK ROUND 2 WRAP: 
Falzon takes lead into Winton

http://www.mototoys.com.au
http://www.wingsexhausts.com.au
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Harley has also 
announced another 
exciting bike this 
month in the Road King 
Special which joins 
the Milwaukee Eight 
touring range in 2017.

Cycle Torque has a 
full test of the standard 
Milwaukee Eight Road King 
in the May issue.

It features include a dark shadowed 
front, topped by a impressive 
gloss-black headlamp nacelle, mini-
ape handlebars, stretched saddlebags, 
lowered profile and dominant blacked-out 
livery. 

It’s lower-slung, so the Road King 
Special channels a fresh, contemporary 
energy from the streets and distils it 
into a something that looks, and feels, 
completely different.

The Road King Special is the first model 
to feature the Milwaukee-Eight in an all-
black engine finish.

VP of styling and design, Brad Richards 
said “The FL series has always reflected 
the purity of the Harley-Davidson riding 
experience. By exchanging chrome 
surfaces for black and lowering the bike’s 
profile, [Harley] has moved the traditional 
Road King into the custom bagger scene.

“Built to ride, and ride hard the Road King 

Special also broods with menace. Just as 
we designed it to,” said Brad Richards, 
Harley-Davidson Vice-President of Styling 
and Design.

The special is powered by the new 
Milwaukee-Eight engine which 
delivers more torque, acceleration and 
smoothness, while retaining the iconic 
look, sound and feel of its predecessors. 

Matching the style and engine upgrade 
is the unique Road King Special 19-
inch front wheel and suspension. New 
fork internals offer improved damping 
control while the rear shocks are totally 
redesigned, with hydraulic spring preload 
(rather than air) adjustment.

“The Road King Special is an exciting 
new chapter for Harley-Davidson riders 
who demand style and performance.” 
said Adam Wright, Director Marketing, 
Australia and New Zealand. n

Harley’s special king 
of the road Maverick Viñales (Yamaha) has won 

the first round of the 2017 MotoGP 
Championship in Qatar, March 26.

Andrea Dovizioso (Ducati) and Valentino 
Rossi (Yamaha) rounded out the placings.

Viñales said the win was a weight off his 
shoulders, “I led all the tests and arrived 
here thinking of winning. 

“After a perfect FP1 and with all the 
pressure to win it wasn’t easy.

“I did it and I felt really happy, very satisfied 
and very motivated for Argentina,” he said.

But the big surprise was early leader and 
GP rookie Johann Zarco (Yamaha), who 
lead the opening third of the race.

Zarco didn’t look like losing, until he lost the 
front - from in front…

Despite the DNF, Zarco was upbeat, “I decided to relax, 
and maybe I went off the racing line a little bit and then I 
fell at the second corner. 

“This is a shame but we are always on the limit and I still 
need to learn the category so this kind of mistake is part of 
my lesson as a rookie in MotoGP. 

“I am happy in the end, it’s a pity about the result but 
it’s important for my confidence and I am excited for the 
Argentina round.”

Dovizioso took the lead on Lap 9 after Zarco’s fall, which 
left the battle for second between Andrea Iannone (Suzuki) 
and Marc Marquez (Honda).

Both fought until Iannone fell on Lap 11 with the Factory 
Yamahas closing in quick.

Viñales and Rossi overtook Marquez, but Viñales was slightly quicker, overtaking Dovi on Lap 14.

The Spaniard and Italian duked it out until the penultimate lap, when Viñales made his move and 
was too strong in the final stages of the race.

Honda took fourth and fifth with Marquez and Dani Pedrosa.

Aprilia’s Aleix Espargaro took sixth, the best result for the Italian marque since its return to 
MotoGP in 2015.

Aussie Honda satellite rider Jack Miller finished eighth, two places in front of Ducati’s big signing 
Jorge Lorenzo. n

Photos: 2snap.com

Maverick Viñales

Early Leader - Johann Zarco

Who knows where he could have finished if 
he wasn’t riding it like this?

Viñales’ win - ‘a weight 
off my shoulders’
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From Yamaha Australia:

MotoGP lovers are in for a 
treat with YMA’s Mugello 
Motorcycle MotoGP Tour. 
This Italian holiday is the 
ultimate trip of a lifetime for 
anyone passionate about 
road racing and especially 
Rossi fans.

So much more than a visit 
to the track, the Mugello 
trip includes dropping into 
Rossi’s hometown of Tavullia, to the 
maestro’s dirt track VR46 ranch plus a 
visit to the VR46 store and restaurant.

Plus with two nights in the capital you 
can check out classic Roman sights such 
as the Vatican, the Coliseum, the Roman 
Forum and for shoppers, the Prada outlet 
store. Six nights in Florence allows you 
to soak up the vibes of this historic city 
including a guided tour of the Duomo.

And that’s all on top of three days of 
VIP hospitality at the Mugello MotoGP 
featuring Yamaha Factory Racing riders 
Valentino Rossi and Maverick Vinales 
going bar to bar with the competition.

The trip starts 29 May and ends 6 June 
2017. All meals, accommodation, entry 
fees, transfers and coach costs are 
included in the deal which is $6499 per 
person twin share or $7699 per person 
single. Flights are not included.

Register NOW to be one of the limited 
number of people to join the 2017 
Yamaha MotoGP VIP Tour to Mugello by 
visiting http://www.yamaha-motor.com.
au/2017mugellotour or phone 02 9827 
7564 n

Yamaha’s Italian 
MotoGP adventure Polaris Industries Australia and New 

Zealand has issued a press release 
saying “industry commentators 
are surprised” Victory motorcycles 
has enjoyed record sales since the 
announcement it ceased production in 
January.

According to the press release:

Both February and March were two of 
the largest sales months the Victory 
Motorcycles brand has ever experienced 
in Australia. Whilst the road market 
declined by 17.2% in February, the Victory 
Motorcycles brand was the only brand 
to grow significantly with a 44 per cent 
increase.

Polaris says “motorcycle enthusiasts, 
motorcycle collectors and investors have 
been buying up motorcycles across the 
range.”

Victory country manager, Peter Harvey said 
the marque is “seeing a mixture of bargain 
hunters who are after a great bike at a 
great price but we are also seeing people 
who believe the collect-ability of these 
bikes will result in longer term value.”

Keep in mind that Victory positioned itself 
in Australia as the largest unit selling 
volume outside of North America – which 
may well be true – but is it misleading?

Let’s take a look at the 44 per cent sales 
boom.

The fact is Victory didn’t live up to 
it’s expectations, it sold roughly 2583 
motorcycles in Australia from day dot to 
the day it ceased production.

The Federal Chamber of Automotive 
Industry’s latest available figures show 
Victory sold 274 motorcycles in 2016.

Only North America has sold more than 
that.

At almost 23 bikes a month, Victory’s sales 
boom represents roughly 10 more bikes 
being sold in February.

It may seem like we are giving Victory a 
pretty rough time, but the sentiment is true 
largely speaking: now has never been a 
better time to buy a Victory.

They are great bikes: the level of fit and 
finish is as good as you will get; they 
perform well, there never really has been 
any doubt over that. 

So if you buy a new Victory you can be 
assured that the current line-up of bikes is 
as good as ever.

So for those who have always wanted to 
buy a Victory, it’s now or never, and the 
savings will never be repeated. Like, ever.

Polaris is providing 10 years of Victory 
factory and dealer support, which is about 
as good as you will get for any new cruiser.

Only time will tell what will happen in terms 
of the resale value.

Cycle Torque is certainly not surprised 
Victory is selling more bikes, but let’s be 
honest.

It’s a fire sale.

And there’s nothing wrong with that.

Potential collectors need to keep in mind 
that figures show not enough people 
wanted them in the first place, and that’s 
why Polaris decided to stop producing 
them.

Cycle Torque thinks hyping the bikes up to 
potential buyers as collectors’ items may 
not be the best way of getting rid of what’s 
left.n

A Victory sales ‘boom’?

http://www.yamaha-motor.com.au/2017mugellotour
http://www.yamaha-motor.com.au/2017mugellotour


12 I APRIL 2017 cycletorque.com.au  cycletorque.com.au APRIL 2017 I 13

NEWS TORQUE

1/47 Prince William Drive, Seven Hills NSW 2147

Phone : 0296743844 • Mobile : 0428223385  
• Fax : 0296743822  

• Email : enquiries@hillsmotorcyclewreckers.com.au  

www.hillsmotorcyclewreckers.com.au

n Unwanted bikes pickup  
n Best service  

n We buy bikes for cash in any condition  
n Blue slip done on premises by appointment.

ABN 71 523 226 982   Dealers Licence NO MD 16001

HILLS  
MOTORCYCLE 

WRECKERS
WRECKING JAPANESE AND EUROPEAN  

BIKES OLD AND NEW MODELS 
Harley-Davidson has announced a 750cc Street Rod 
will be available from dealerships in May, 2017.

The machine is a variant of the Street 750, which 
Australians will know as the Street 500, the first learner-
approved motorcycle produced by the American 
marque.

The Street Rod receives quite a few changes from its 
overseas counterpart and looks like it will compete as a 
cruiser-based machine in what is developing into a new 
market segment.

More and more manufacturers are starting to bring 
the full-powered versions of their mid-capacity LAMS 
machines to Australia.

Harley’s chief engineer, Mathew Weber said the 750cc 
Revolution X motor has a higher output, thanks to “hot 
cams, gas-flowed heads, more compression and a 
higher redline.”

The high output engine puts out 65 
Newtons of force at 4,000 revs compared 
to the Street 750’s 59Nm and Street 500’s 
40Nm.

But the changes don’t end with the engine, 
Weber said the chassis should provide 
“sharp handling” and will be “perfect for 
urban cut-and-thrust.”

The spec sheet certainly backs this up 
- with 17-inch wheels and more ground 
clearance over the Street 500/750, there 
will be more cornering clearance so it 
should certainly increase the fun factor on 
winding roads.

The steering geometries have been made 
sharper which will allow for quicker steering 
and better braking especially with twin disc 
brakes up front.

The styling is pretty similar to the Street 
500/750 in that it cuts a similar silouette, but the 
differences really end there -  there’s upside-down forks, 

a new screen, new wheels, bar-end mirrors, a new seat 
and new rear section which turns the Street from a more 
of a cruiser into a bit more of a roadster.

Adam Wright, director of marketing for Harley-Davidson 
Australia and New Zealand said “the Street Rod is a 
perfect addition to the Street family. 

“It is an exciting time for Harley-Davidson and our 
riders.”

We have to agree - the new Street Rod looks like it will 
be a cracker.

2017 Harley-Davidson Street Rod

Price AU: $12,995 ride-away; NZ: $13,995 ride-away.

Colours: Vivid Black; Charcoal Denim; Olive gold. n

Harley’s new 750

enquiries@hillsmotorcyclewreckers.com.au?subject=CycleTorque advert
http://www.hillsmotorcyclewreckers.com.au
http://www.hillsmotorcyclewreckers.com.au
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Coming off the back of the 
success of the R3 Cup, Yamaha 
Australia has created a one-
make series based on the 
YZF-R15 for 12-to-16-year-olds.

The GP Juniors racing series is 
a great initiative for young riders 
because it provides a pathway to 
bigger machines as they get older.

GP Juniors Australia co-ordinator, 
Mark Bracks said “the aim is to 
unearth new talent and foster 
future champions. 

“The introduction of the one-make 
GP Juniors Cup ensures a level playing field for 
everyone,”

“By keeping the Yamaha R15 as standard and 
controlled as possible keeps costs down, making 
it more attractive and viable for mums and dads, 
as well as providing a platform for highlighting true 
road race talent.”

Motorcycling Australia’s National Technical 
Officer, Pip Harrison said “the GP Juniors Cup is a 
fantastic platform suited to entry level competition.

“The Yamaha R15’s handling and power delivery 
characteristics are predictable, dependable and 
reliable.”

Yamaha is offering a GP Junior Cup package 
for $4,499 which includes the bike, race 
fairing, braided front brake line, lower set ‘bars, 
adjustment plates for the rear-sets, engine cover 
crash knobs, exhaust, rear sprocket kit, rear stand 
pickups and a graphics kit.

Round one of the GP Juniors Cup was run March 
17-19, with six more rounds to be held up to 
November.

Visit gpjuniorsaustralia.com.au for more 
information. n

Yamaha creates GP 
Juniors series

PH: 02 6882 8884
11 VICTORIA STREET, DUBBO, NSW
https://www.facebook.com/dubbocitymotorcycles/

––––  AUTHORISED DEALERS FOR ––––   

SPECIALISING IN 
DIRTBIKES, ATV’S 
AND POLARIS OFF 
ROAD VEHICLES
PLUS A RANGE OF USED  
DIRT BIKES & ATVS

FRENCH DESIGN
FUN BIKES

http://www.cycletorque.com.au
http://gpjuniorsaustralia.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/dubbocitymotorcycles/


16 I APRIL 2017 cycletorque.com.au  cycletorque.com.au APRIL 2017 I 17

SMALL TORQUESMALL TORQUE

Versys-X 300 now available from Kawasaki dealerships
The first of MY17’s small-capacity adventure bikes, 
Kawasaki’s Versys-X 300 is now available in Australia.

The Versys-X 300 is currently the smallest-displacement 
model in the touring category and the only model of its kind.

It features a 296cc parallel-twin engine with assist and 
slipper clutch, rigid backbone frame, long travel suspension, 
large windsheild and 19/17-inch spoke wheels.

Priced at $6,399 plus on-roads the Versys-X 300 is available 
in two colours: Candy Lime Green and Metallic Carbon 
Grey; and Metallic Graphite Grey and Flat Ebony.

BMW Safari on 7Mate
BMW Motorrad Australia has produced a five-part 
TV series, Adventure Ride - BMW GS Safari which 
aired on 7Mate, March 11.

You will still have time to catch the remaining 
episodes on Saturday mornings at 9:30am.

The best news if you have missed any episodes is 
that for a short time they are also available to view 
on Channel Seven’s on-demand streaming service.

BMW Motorrad Australia general manager, Andreas 
Lundgren said he is excited to share the experience 
with an Australian.

“To be able to showcase the BMW GS Safari and BMW GS motorcycles to a wide audience on free-to-air TV is 
very exciting,” Lundgren said.

“Riders who have been on previous BMW GS Safaris will appreciate the series as will those viewers looking for 
adventure-style entertainment.”

https://au.tv.yahoo.com/plus7/adventure-ride/

Tragics tackle Tassie - Ténérés take on the Apple Isle
75 ‘Tragics’ - the collective noun for Yamaha Ténéré owners - recently took part in the Tasmanian Devil Run 
which covered a lap of the apple isle on dirt roads and byways.

Tap here to read the full report, which includes pictures from the event and all of the award winners. n

http://www.cycletorque.com.au/yamaha-teneres-take-on-the-apple-isle-in-tragics-run/

Two new Indians
Indian has announced two new models: a Scout special; and 
new Roadmaster Classic.

The Indian Scout Franklin Edition is a bit of a styling exercise, 
inspired by the original 1920 Scout which Charles B. Franklin 
designed.

 Vintage Indian script adorns the Indian Red fuel tank with 
gold lettering whilst gold pin stripes follow the authentic lines 
of both the fuel tank as well as the front and rear guards.

Black spoke rims complete the vintage style of this model as 
does the genuine leather spring tractor seat.

Priced from $21,495 ride away and with over $4,000 in added 
value, the Indian Scout Franklin Edition will be available only 
while stocks last.

The Roadmaster Classic pays homage to the styling cues of past Indian 
motorcycles, with loads of high quality genuine leather, a premium touring seat, 
saddlebags with fringe, and a new leather trunk.

There’s classic: valanced fenders, chrome details, and stunning two-tone paint 
options.

There’s modern too: keyless ignition with proximity fob, throttle-by-wire cruise 
control, heated grips and seats, LED headlamps, power adjustable windscreen, 
adjustable passenger floorboards, tire pressure monitoring system, ABS brakes, 
audio system, and Indian Motorcycle’s Ride Command infotainment system all 
come standard.

The Indian Roadmaster Classic will be available in three colour options: Black, Willow 
Green and Cream, Indian Red and Cream. 

Available in Australia from April, the ride-away price is $38,995 for the black colour 
option and $39,995 for the two tone colour options.

Racing to honour past stars
The Hunter Motor Cycle Club will host the Chris Watson Motorcycles and Honda 
Australia’s 28th staging of the Trackmasters meeting at the Barleigh Ranch Raceway 
on the weekend of April 8 and 9.

Two of the classes of racing at this meeting will remember legends of the sport from 
both sides of the fence.

Riders in the Pro Open class will be racing for the Rod Allen Memorial Solo Open 
Trophy, honouring the race announcer who was ‘the voice’ of speedway and dirt track 
racing in the Hunter region for over three decades.

Dirt Track Sidecar racers will be chasing the 
George Watson Memorial Trophy, honouring the 
multiple title winning star of the 1970s and 1980s.

While George built up his great record, in the late 
1970s he was accompanied to race meetings by 
his son Chris Watson who went on to be the most 
successful rider in this discipline of the sport.

This will be the Hunter club’s only open meeting 
for the year and following on the success of the 
2016 Australian Championship meeting staged 
at Barleigh Ranch, club president Keith Davies 
is expecting a quality line-up of riders for the 
meeting.

“That Australian Championship meeting showed 
fans what a great spectacle dirt track racing is and 
they can see all the action right around the track. 

“We are looking forward to plenty of exciting racing 
over the two days” Davies said. n

https://au.tv.yahoo.com/plus7/adventure-ride/
http://www.cycletorque.com.au/yamaha-teneres-take-on-the-apple-isle-in-tragics-run/
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Qualified technicians with many years of service across 
all brands including BMW, Ducati, Harley-Davidson, 
Honda, Triumph, Yamaha, Suzuki and many more.

Modern facilities and diagnostics for minor to major 
servicing and engine rebuilds.

You can also book your motorcycle on line. www.penrithmotorcycles.com.au  
or email service@penrithmcc.com.au for spares@penrithmcc.com.au for sales@penrithmcc.com.au

For Great Prices On New Motorcycle Sales, Service, Spare Parts  
and  Accessories check out our website or call  

02-4721 4439
Trade-Ins Welcome • Spare Parts Trade Customers Welcome

139 Blaikie Road Jamisontown NSW 2750 (Near Penrith) 
kawasakiausYour Ninja... Your Kawasaki. www.kawasaki.com.au

BOSCH IMU MEASURES 5 DEGREES OF FREEDOM FOR PRECISE CHASSIS ORIENTATION AWARENESS

ÖHLINS ELECTRONIC STEERING DAMPER INCREASES STABILITY AT HIGH SPEEDS

HIGH PERFORMANCE LIGHTWEIGHT TITANIUM HEADER PIPES AND SILENCER
POWERFUL MULTI-SENSING INTELLIGENT ANTI-LOCK BRAKE SYSTEM
Kawasaki Launch Control Mode (KLCM) FOR THE ULTIMATE STANDING STARTS
HYBRID PREDICTIVE/FEEDBACK SPORTS TRACTION CONTROL SYSTEM
HORIZONTAL BACK-LINK REAR SUSPENSION WITH NEW-SPEC SHOWA BFRC LITE SHOCK

ADVANCED ‘BALANCE FREE FRONT FORK’ DEVELOPED FROM WORLD SUPERBIKE

ENHANCED ENGINE DESIGN PUMPS OUT A HUGE 147.1 KW (200 PS)

DIRECTLY INSPIRED AND DEVELOPED FROM THE CHAMPIONSHIP WINNING WORLD SUPERBIKES OF TOM SYKES AND 

JONATHAN REA, THE 2016 NINJA ZX-10R IS THE CLOSEST THING TO A FACTORY SUPERBIKE KAWASAKI HAVE PRODUCED YET.
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WE ALSO TRADE MOTOR VEHICLES 
AND 4WDS ON ANY MOTORCYCLE

WITH their handlebars bolted near-enough to the 
front axle, seats in stratosphere and footpegs so far 
back your ankles become intimate with your arse, 
sportsbikes are truly stupid!

A gift to the chiropractors and physiotherapists of 
Australia, they are so uncomfortable anyone would think 
it was a sadistic selling point. You need to be masochistic 
to ride one, and a sadist to build them.

They’re bloody dangerous, too. Hunched over in the 
racer’s crouch you can’t even turn your head to look for 
traffic around you and the brakes usually have so much 
bite you can get flipped over the handlebars stopping at 
traffic lights.

Then there are the engines. Most of them require revving 
to the end of this flat earth we call home, just to get them 
off the line - the gearing’s so tall and the engineers were 
so focussed on peak horsepower they forgot to put any 
torque in there below 5000rpm. At which point they go off 
like a bag of prawns in the sun.

The speed exacerbates the rattling you’ll get from the 
suspension and chassis, too – these things are set up 
to be as stiff as a board, with rock-hard suspension, a 
stiff chassis and tyres with sidewalls so low, you may be 
forgiven for thinking Fred Flintstone was chief designer.

And don’t get me started on the fairings. That was last 
month. You need to lie on the tank to get any protection 
from the breeze, which is hardly comfortable, and they 
will trap the engine heat at traffic lights, directing it 
straight to your family jewels. Great.

Then there’s all the technology. What, you really need 
ABS, traction control and launch control, and there’s not 
even cruise control? Learn to brake, be smart with the 
throttle and how to use your clutch and all those things 
are taken care of. It’s riding for dummies.

Then there is re-sale value. OMG! Is there anything quite 
so sad as Last Year’s Race Replica?

These things WERE the closest thing to a superbike, but 
there’s a new model out which is - so they can drop in 
value like a stone after a few years. 

Stupid.

I mean, who buys these things? People who want to go 
fast. Nothing wrong with that I suppose, especially on a 
good road. But do you need a sportsbike?

Going fast does provide an adrenalin rush, which can be 
a good thing. 

Certainly getting a bike leaned over in a turn is exciting, 

and accelerating out hard when cranked over provides a 
rush unlike many others.

Chasing mates who can actually ride better than you can 
be a challenge, and having a sportsbike can help – better 
handling at speed, faster turn-in, easier to haul up…

The there’s the rush of cornering fast, hanging off, getting 
your knee down like racers… certainly riding a sportsbike 
for a while can make you a better rider, tuning up your 
reactions and keeping you alert.

And then there are ride days and track-based training 
programs designed to get you riding faster with more 
confidence. A sportsbike will handle these conditions 
better than anything else, because that’s what they are 
designed for.

The adrenalin rush will make you want more, so you 
might want to choose a model with traction control, 
because you might over-do it otherwise. ABS is a must 
with those huge brakes. You might get so good you 
turn it off altogether. Of course the low-profile tyres 
will provide good handling in part because of their stiff 
sidewalls and that chassis is working now, too.

The riding position makes sense at speed, because 
you’re cutting through the breeze and keeping the 
front wheel down, while the bodywork reduces fatigue, 
improves top speed and can increase downforce.

Riding like this is the greatest rush. Stringing fast 
corners or laps together beautifully is one of the joys of 
motorcycling, and it’s why we love sportsbikes. Go buy 
one, Sportbikes are superb.

– Norman Cotton

Sportsbikes are stupid

http://www.penrithmotorcycles.com.au
http://www.penrithmotorcycles.com.au
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EDITORIAL

RECENTLY the Cycle 
Torque crew got to ‘enjoy’ 
a three-day ‘corporate ride’ 
on an assortment of naked 
bikes from the Hunter 
Valley where we’re based, 
up to the Mid-North Coast 
and Northern Tablelands, 
to visit both old friends and 
new.

Nowadays, we’re so busy 
shooting video it doesn’t take 
much for a social ride to be 
turned into a corporate one. 
Instead of killing two birds 
with one stone, we inevitably 
end up shooting as many of 
those noisy miner bastards 
as we can. As equally as it 
is a great way to get things 
done, it can be a frustratingly 
hard slog.

Chris the previous editor of 
Cycle Torque has not long 
bought himself a new MT-10 
because he wants to do 
much more riding without 
the stress of deadlines and photo shoots and everything that 
goes along with the job.

We had just got our hands on a brand-spanking new Z900 
from Kawasaki for a week and a bit, plus the CFMoto 650NK 
ABS (tested in this issue) was also begging for attention. So 
Chris, D’Longie and I made plans to do the Oxley Highway. 
It wouldn’t be much work, just a few simple stories with 
photos…

Within two hours we had set ourselves up for the full 
catastrophe. 

What started out as a no-hassles ride had become ‘Naked 
Touring’. Three days around the famous Oxley Highway, with 
plenty of riding, interviews with some significant people in 
the area and featuring the greater-area itself.

I decided to take the iPhone with a stabiliser as a video 
camera, a GoPRO, a micro four-thirds camera and heaps 
of audio gear, which left room for a spare pair of skids, a 
toothbrush and practically nothing else. We were meeting 
Nige in the afternoon on Day 2, so he had the Territory 
packed with just about every piece of audio visual capturing 
equipment Cycle Torque owns. I thought to myself, ‘when 
you take all this gear for naked touring, when does it stop 
becoming naked touring and just another touring story?’.

On Day 1 we rode along Bucketts and part of Thunderbolts 
to Dungowan and up to Bendemeer for the night. We got 
wet more than once, and couldn’t film as much as we would 
have liked.

The next day we rode from Bendemeer onto the Oxley, 
through Walcha to Gingers Creek Tavern to meet up with 
Ken Healey, who created the Save the Oxley change.org 
petition. Ken spoke to us about the changes the New South 
Wales Government planned on implementing to parts of 

the Oxley, and how - thanks to his work - some progress is 
being made.

Ken is a legend. Earlier in the day he picked up a group of 
Super Blackbird riders who had experienced a few flats, 
guiding them to the top of the mountain to make sure they 
got away safely. He also took us on a guided ride, showed 
us some of the safety features on the Oxley like GPS phones 
which had been installed and pointed out the wire rope 
which needs to go.

From Gingers, we met up with Nige back at Walcha and 
stayed the night at the Walcha Royal Café. We have to thank 
Brad and Toni for their hospitality. Nothing was too much 
trouble. The café is an awesome place to check out. Great 
food, drinks and lovely rooms, plus Brad is an artist who 
makes the most amazing sculptures out of stuff he finds 
at the tip. How he sees so much detail in a piece of scrap 
metal, we will never know. You could spend hours there, 
looking at the art and gasolina memorabilia. Of course, we 
spoke to Brad and Toni, and filmed everything we saw along 
the way.

On the way home back up Thunderbolts, we shot most of 
the bike pictures and action video and even busted out the 
drone for some aerial footage. So much it took us most of 
the day to get home.

If you want to know the sure-fire way to suck the fun out of a 
riding trip with mates? You film it.

Everything takes three times longer, you will argue with each 
other over what is the best shot and you will inevitably forget 
things or you aren’t happy with what you have got. At the 
end of the day, you have to review the footage and put your 
batteries on charge. There’s no beers, or time to relax. You 
need to rest up, but you stay awake because you’re thinking 
about what shots you need to get tomorrow.

Whenever we sign ourselves up for a trip like this, there’s 
always one thing which puts everything in perspective. You. 
Every time we meet another rider, when we stop for fuel, a 
coffee or something to eat and have a chat to another rider, 
we’re always reminded that we have the best job in the 
world.

It takes an extraordinary amount of hard work to bring you 
the best form of media we possibly can. We take what we do 
seriously, and as hard as it is, we don’t take it for granted. 
We ride because we love it, and it’s people like you - our 
readers - who remind us whenever we meet you out on the 
roads just how lucky we are.

– RYAN GRUBB

Brad

Walcha Royal Café

Ken Healey

The full catastrophe

For more information visit www.kawasaki.com.au

Always ride responsibly. Always ride within the limits of your skills, your experience and your machine. Wear an approved helmet and protective clothing. The actions depicted here took place under controlled conditions with professional riders.

Optional genuine accessories shown

kawasakiaus @kawasakimotors

• Powerful 296 cm3 Parallel Twin engine

• Assist and Slipper Clutch

• All-new highly rigid backbone frame

• Long-travel suspension

• 19”/17” spoke wheels and multi-
purpose tubed tyres

• Stylish multi-functional instrumentation 
with gear position indicator

• Large-size windshield provides superior 
wind protection

• Slim, upright riding position

• Large-volume bodywork and 
impressive adventure styling

• Comfortable long-distance riding

• Abundant range of genuine touring 
equipment & accessories available 

Joining the Versys 650/L and Versys 1000 models, the highly 

versatile and lightweight Versys-X 300 opens up a category of its own.

>> Candy Lime Green

>> Metallic Graphite Gray

https://www.facebook.com/kawasakiaus
http://www.kawasaki.com.au
http://www.kawasaki.com.au
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It really wasn’t that long ago when you come 
to think of it. Only 60 or 70 years ago British 
and American machines reigned supreme, the 
new kids on the block were Japanese and their 
earliest attempts at building two-wheeled nirvana 
was held in the same esteem as a second-hand 
lawnmower…

Man, oh man how all of that changed over the 
course of 20 years. It was down to few things. With 
postwar ideology taken into account - the way we 
rode motorcycles also changed. It was less about 
work and more about play. The British were slow 
to react, so the quality and innovation put into their 
machines waned, while the quality of American 
machines eventually dropped (lookup Harley’s AMF 
years) in an attempt to capture this new culture. 
But the Japanese machines kept getting better and 
better. They got so good that their flagship inline fours 
would become affectionately known as the Universal 
Japanese Motorcycle. The Japanese revolutionised 
what we come to think of motorcycles today and the 
way they’re built.

Fast forward a few years to the late nineties and 
we see the arrival of the first Chinese machines. And 
like the Japanese, the first models were essentially 
reverse engineered knock-offs… Good from far, but 
far from good. Well, this has changed and the bikes 
coming out of CFMoto’s Chinese factory certainly 
prove it.

Did you know?
CFMoto is the largest exporter of ATVs in China and 

has been distributed in Australia for about 10 years 
now. The company has sold roughly 15-thousand 
vehicles in Australia in that time, approximately one 
third of its sales are motorcycles.

The CFMoto NK range is the result of a co-operation 
between CFMoto and KTM in 2012. So CFMoto 
assembles KTM’s small-capacity Dukes for the 
Chinese domestic market, and KTM introduced 
CFMoto to Kiska Design – the firm behind all of 
KTM’s designs since the early nineties. Kiska has 
already worked with CFMoto to design its 150cc NK, 
and more recently it restyled the current 650NK.

CFMoto produces two variants of this bike with only 

Continued >

N TESTED BY RYAN GRUBB, PHOTOS NIGEL PATERSON

RYAN WEARS AIROH HELMET, MOTODRY JACKET, FIVE GLOVES, DRAGGIN JEANS AND FALCO BOOTS.

CYCLE TORQUE TEST   CFMOTO 650NK ABS

CFMoto is leading the way for Chinese motorcycle 
manufacturers, making a 650 naked which 
competes stongly against the Japanese,  

a few thousand dollars cheaper.

THE NEW 
NORM
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one difference, ABS brakes. There is also a smaller-capacity 
400cc NK available in the same non-ABS and ABS models. 
CFMoto has done a great job making the 400 and 650 look 
exactly the same.

Mojo Motorcycles is the Australian distributor which was 
established in 2002. Today the company sells around 4000 
vehicles per year and service over 100 dealers nationally, so 
theres a good chance of finding a CFMoto dealer near you.

The style
CFMoto has absolutely nailed it. You would not be 

surprised if you saw a Japanese or European logo on the 
tank. This was essentially CFMoto’s design brief for Kiska 
Design so top marks go to both. It’s touches like the cool 
and comprehensive instruments, a stylish front brake master 
cylinder, underslung muffler, tank and radiator shrouds, 
LED indicators, headlight, taillight and spoked wheels which 
make the CFMoto not only fit in with the crowd, but stand 
out too.

How does it ride?
I spent quite a bit of time on the CFMoto 650NK in mixed 

settings: commuting, touring and wet weather. All up we put 
about a thousand kays on the bike and really - there’s a lot 
to like.

The engine is a 650cc fuel-injected parallel-twin which 
competes pretty well on performance in its class. It gets 
off the line well, and it’s a fairly torquey motor so it’s really 
easy to ride around town. The gearing feels taller compared 
to some other machines in the segment so it won’t be as 
forgiving if you are in too high a gear. If you’re patient you 
can stick it out past 5000 revs and the 650NK starts to 
reward you with 62 Newtons of force at seven thousand revs 
and 55 horses of work at nine-and-a-half thousand revs. But 
if it’s a virtue, just bang it down a gear to keep the bike in its 
meaty upper mid-range.

There is also two rider modes controlled by a switch on the 
left block which changes between an economic and sporty 
throttle map. It was pretty hard to tell the difference between 
them so putting the bike on the dyno is the only real way 
to judge the difference. Yes the CFMoto 400/650NK is 
currently one of the only LAMS roadsters with throttle maps 
which is a good selling point. But if you take that fact to it’s 
logical conclusion, most would agree a LAMS bike shouldn’t 
need throttle maps. However, I get the fuel efficiency 
argument… but it’s a mid-capacity motorcycle. You’re 
already getting good fuel efficiency! If you want to do better 
in that department, the 150NK might be a better option you.

When it comes to handling, the 650NK executes most 
manoeuvres with ease. The steering geometry is well-

Continued >

CYCLE TORQUE TEST   CFMOTO 650NK ABS

WATCH
VIDEO NOW

SPECIFICATIONS: 

2017 CFMOTO 650NK ABS

 ENGINE: Liquid-cooled in-line four-cylinder

 CAPACITY: 649cc

 TRANSMISSION: Six-speed

 DRIVE TYPE: Chain drive

 FUEL CAPACITY: 17L

 FRAME: Type Tubular steel diamond

 SEAT HEIGHT: 795mm

 WEIGHT: 193kg Dry

 FRONT SUSPENSION: 41mm telescopic

 REAR SUSPENSION: Preload and rebound 
adjustable monoshock

 BRAKES: F:  2x 300mm disc brakes with two-
piston calipers and ABS; R: 240mm disc brake 
with single-piston caliper

 TYRES: F: 120/70-17; R: 160/60-17

 PRICE: $6,499 ride-away 

CALL FOR A QUOTE

1800 24 34 64

https://vimeo.com/210302738
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balanced so cornering the motorcycle is intuitive 
and confidence inspiring. Low-speed handling 
is really great in stop-start traffic, though it’s not 
the most balanced machine undertaking U-turns. 
Some unsprung weight saving and further mass 
centralisation would improve this.

The bike comes in at a great price point so there 
will obviously be some compromises but really, 
CFMoto has done quite well equipping the bike with 
quality components like Bosch fuel injection, KYB 
suspension, Continental ABS, J.Juan brakes and 
fairly decent rubber from CST.

Yes CST is a relatively unheard of tyre manufacturer 
in Australia, but it has solid roots–being the ninth 
largest tyre manufacturer in the world and the parent 
company of Maxxis. Not many learners would put 
these tyres under the duress we did and the level 
of grip and feedback in all conditions was pretty 

impressive for our first experience with them.
The J.Juan brakes provide solid stopping 

performance and ABS works well, taking some 
serious braking before the unit engages. The rider can 
feel it engage with a click and mashing that front lever 
really pulls the bike up quickly. Feeling through the 
front brake lever could be improved however. CFMoto 
has used braided lines in an attempt to improve this 
as well as adjustable brake and clutch levers which is 
impressive. Two 300 millimetre discs with two piston 
calipers are up front and a 240 millimetre disc with a 
single piston caliper takes care of rear braking.

Overall the suspension package is pretty good 
for all-round riding and is standard fare on most of 
the 650 learners. It’s quite basic, with preload and 
rebound adjustment in the rear shock. The front 
coped well on crap roads while the rear took some 
punishment to unsettle.

Continued >

CYCLE TORQUE TEST   CFMOTO 650NK ABS
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The only thing CFMoto’s 650NK is 
really missing compared to the more 
‘premium’ bikes in the segment is a 
slipper clutch. Change down to too 
low a gear and it leaves the tendency 
for the rear wheel lock up for a 
moment under compression. This will 
only happen to a learner rider if they 
are pushing the bike harder than they 
really should be or if they have made 
a mistake.

There are two positives out of 
this: the instruments feature a gear 
position indicator which helps the 
rider avoid the wrong gear and it 
introduces them to an advanced rider 
technique called rev-matching, which 
balances out the difference between the engine 
and gearbox’s speed. If you don’t know what 
it is, look it up on YouTube, there are plenty of 
explainer videos…

Can it be improved?
Compared to the Japanese and European 650 

Learners, there is still a little way to go refining 
the motorcycle’s minor details. 

I think the biggest step forward can be made 
by a bit of weight management and improving 
the feeling of the front brake. The rest of the 
refinement is ergonomics - the seat could do 
with a bit of extra padding and the gear lever 
could feel more positive–it has quite a long 
throw.

What colour? How much?
The CFMoto 650NK is available in two colours 

- the black model tested in Cycle Torque, and 
there’s a white version too. Prices start at $5,990 
for the 650NK and the ABS model will cost about 
500 bucks extra, which is unbelievable. It works 
out to be around three to six thousand dollars 
cheaper than its competitors once you consider 
on-roads. 

The CFMoto 650NK has to represent one of the best 
buys in the Australian market in that sense. 

It’s well worth a test ride if you’re looking for 
something in the 650 Learner market and it could 
even make a great second bike to ride mercilessly 
around town because of how well it does everything 
and it really is such great value.

The CFMoto 650NK offers just about everything its 
competitors do, and while it might not be as refined it 
is a huge leap forward for the Chinese manufacturer. 
If the build quality keeps improving the way it has, 
history has taught us that it’s only a matter of time 
before they’re considered the new norm. n

CYCLE TORQUE TEST   CFMOTO 650NK ABS
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I’ve been waiting for this bike for years. Maybe 
not exactly this bike but one so similar in my 
mind… As soon as I rode Yamaha’s new MT-10 I 
was working out ways to buy one. Not many bikes 
in my decade-long career as a motorcycle journo 
have inspired me in such a way. Funnily enough, 
another Yamaha product was one such bike.

When the MT-01 came out (circa 2005) I loved the 
look of it. It was flawed in some ways, and expensive, 
but after a long term test of one I wanted one bad. 
Life always tends to get in the way, and riding lots of 
bikes for free probably stopped me from exploring a 
purchase of one in more detail. The MT-01 is now a 
bit of a collector’s item. They didn’t sell well, due to 
the price mainly, but most still command around 10 
grand. That’s a mistake Yamaha has not made with 
the MT-01, one of the most amazing bikes I’ve ever 
ridden, it’s a snip at $17,999.

The reason I’ve been waiting for this bike for so 
long is that I’m a big naked bike fan. It’s what I grew 
up riding, and while Yamaha has built loads of great 
R1-inspired naked bikes, it’s never built one with a 

crossplane crankshaft engine, a big bang donk if you 
like. Until now of course.

It has a real presence this MT-10, in size, in sound, 
in feel. It makes Yamaha’s MT-09 feel small in 
comparison. It is a very worthy successor to the MT-
01.

R1 Engineered
Yamaha’s latest version of its crossplane crank 

engine is pretty special. Exactly why Yamaha chose 
this layout over half a decade ago comes down to a 
few factors in my mind, the main one I believe was to 
build something different from their norm. It worked 
for me, the R1 had an evocative sound and feel to the 
engine. I loved it, but it never quite made a successful 
race engine across the board, although there was 
some localised wins success here and there. It was 
powerful for sure, but it had quite a heavy crankshaft 
and was down on power in standard form compared 
to its competition. But I also believed it would have 
made a great road engine for other less race-oriented 

Continued >
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Continued >

WATCH
VIDEO NOW

CYCLE TORQUE TEST   YAMAHA MT-10 SPECIFICATIONS: 

2016 YAMAHA MT-10

 ENGINE: Liquid-cooled in-line four-cylinder 
engine with big bang firing order

 CAPACITY: 998cc

 TRANSMISSION: Six-speed

 DRIVE TYPE: Chain drive

 FUEL CAPACITY: 17L

 FRAME: Aluminium deltabox

 SEAT HEIGHT: 825mm

 WEIGHT: 210kg Wet

 FRONT SUSPENSION: 43mm KYB telescopic fork 
120mm travel

 REAR SUSPENSION: KYB rear shock 120mm 
travel

 BRAKES: F:  four-piston hydraulic dual disc with 
320mm calipers; R: hydraulic single disc with 
220mm caliper

 TYRES: F: 120/70-17; R: 190/55-17

 PRICE: $17,999 + ORC

CALL FOR A QUOTE

1800 24 34 64

https://vimeo.com/210861605
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rather than racetracks. Mass centralisation is also a 
factor here, with the weight bias slightly more to the 
rear compared to the R1 which is what you might call 
more nose heavy. Incidentally this is once again great 
for the track, not so much for the road. Part of this 
change in weight bias is down to the riding position of 
the MT-10.

Electronic Aids
Rider aids are expected on all of the bikes in this 

market sector these days but rather than go ballistic 
like some manufacturers, Yamaha has given the 
rider just the right amount in my opinion. There are 
three Riding Modes, with A, B and Standard. Each 
mode has full power but different throttle responses 
along the way. With the fly-by-wire throttle, the ECU 
changes the initial throttle response depending on the 
mode selected and after a certain point full power and 
torque are delivered. A Mode is the most powerful 
and does have quite an aggressive initial ‘hit’, while 
B Mode is better for less than ideal road or weather 
conditions.

There are three traction control settings, and like 
the Riding Modes they are all easily accessible via 
buttons on the handlebars. Both the traction control 
and ABS can be switched off, which might be fun 

on the track but needed on the road, as the settings 
have been well developed by the test riders and 
engineers. As an example, in A Mode and the least 
traction intrusion you can still wheelie like a madman.

Yamaha has fitted cruise control to the MT-10. It 
is a fairly fault free arrangement and is selectable 
only in fourth, fifth and sixth gears, between 80 and 
180km/h. The only thing getting in the way of this 
bike being a very good long distance machine is the 
seat, which is a bit on the hard side. I do have to say 
that I’ve always suffered from a soft backside so this 
could have something to do with it. It’s a refreshing 
attitude from Yamaha to minimise the rider aids on 
the MT-10 to just what’s needed rather than going full 
space race as a marketing ploy.

On The Road
If you rode an R1 back to back with the MT-10 you 

would easily tell the difference. They sound the same, 
and there’s a power difference of course, but the 
way the engine lopes along compared to the R1 is 
one of the biggest differences. The engine has been 
retuned for better bottom and mid range grunt and 
that’s what you get. You can rev the daylights out of 
it but there’s no need to. It’s the sort of engine that 

Continued >

models. Exactly why Yamaha never did this is a 
mystery to me.

When Yamaha released the latest generation R1 a 
couple of years ago, the engine got an impressive 
power boost, right up to the 200 hp mark. With a 270-
180-90-180 firing order it has a sound all of its own, 
very much like a V-four but different. It has a lumpy 
feel to it too, one that’s hard not to be impressed by. 
In-line fours are so last year don’t you think?

Retuned not detuned is the catchphrase you need 
to grasp here too. Sure with 160 hp the MT-10 has a 
few ponies less than the R1 but who cares. Riding the 
bike you’d never really know it.

Power had to be moved much lower down the rev 
range for the typical MT-10 rider, the one Yamaha 
envisaged at least. This was done by changes to 
intake, exhaust and fuelling systems, specifically 
different pistons, combustion chamber shape, airbox, 
throttle body, camshafts and so on. They are only 
minor in the scheme of things but all work together to 
make a more harmonious engine for street duty. Peak 
horsepower and torque are achieved at lower revs too 

– 12000 compared to the R1’s 14000 – so it all feels 
less ‘frantic’ than in the R1. Another area the MT-
10 engine differs from the R1 is the crank, with the 
MT-10’s unit 40 per cent heavier, which is one of the 
reasons the engine revs lower and has a more relaxed 
‘feel’ on the road.

In it’s transition from R1 to MT-10, the engine has 
retained the assist and slip clutch. There are some 
changes to feel for better road manners but it is 
essentially the same design. It has a slanting cam 
design that is located between the clutch boss and 
the pressure plate. This mechanism gives a better 
‘mechanical advantage’ of the clutch springs and 
consequently allows the use of lower rate clutch 
springs in the MT-10, giving a much lighter feel at the 
clutch lever.

If you check the Deltabox frame out it all looks much 
the same as the R1. It is the same dimensionally and 
in style but it does have a few tweaks to change the 
rigidity and strength attributes. In other words it is just 
as strong as the R1 but has a more flexible nature, 
just the thing you need for tackling everyday roads 

CYCLE TORQUE TEST   YAMAHA MT-10
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3- Carbon skin

1- Double spoiler

WWW.FICEDA.COM.AU

The Spartan combines  
Shark’s distinct style 
with a number of 
features that take the  
riding experience to 
the next level. 

2- SHARK skin

allows you to be a little lazy and short shift it, but 
responds well to high revs as well. A great road 
engine. The engine changes characteristics when 
it gets between 6 and 7,000 rpm, really lifting its 
skirts and making serious forward momentum. The 
MT-10 has lower gearing than the R1 too, so this 
gives the impression of a smaller power deficiency 
than is actually there.

It has an amazing sound too, even with the 
standard exhaust. It has a real growl to it. 

Then we get to the suspension, which as you 
would expect on a bike of this type, is fully 
adjustable. On paper it looks spot on, with 43mm 
KYB forks up front, and KYB used again for the 
shock. With the forks and shock set just on the 
hard side of the middle settings it handled the road 
conditions very well. The suspension is quite a good 
compromise all round, a real sports touring set up, and 
showed Yamaha has got the settings on the mark. These 
settings were fine for fast road riding and even touring, 
and wouldn’t be out of the question for a track day either.

I haven’t forgot about the brakes either. Two four-piston 
radial calipers hug 320mm discs which have the bight of 
your next door neighbour’s pit bull and the suppleness of 
your next door neighbour’s wife all wrapped in one.

When bikes are great to ride the styling doesn’t really 
matter to me. I wasn’t all that enamoured with its styling 
until I saw it in the flesh, then I got it. The primer grey 
with yellow wheels doesn’t do it for me in the slightest 
but the black does. If I bought one, and I might just do 
that, I’d get the wheels painted gold and put a set of 
gold anodised handlebars on it, just for a touch of flash, 
and a small screen set up for a bit of extra protection for 
longer rides. Everyone has a different idea of comfortable 
but I can tell you the MT-10 fits me perfectly. It doesn’t 
look to be a big bike but it feels like a big bike, especially 
compared to Yamaha’s MT-09. Even very tall people will 
have enough room. At six foot I can put both feet flat on 
the ground, just.

During the launch we sampled the MT-10 on quite 
different roads. For such an impressively fast bike it’s 
easy to ride in traffic, easy to ride at high speed and 
even in tight bumpy back roads it’s easy to live with too. 
Having such a flexible engine and suspension which 
works as intended made dealing with a less than ideal 
section of road a breeze. The riding position helps of 
course but wow, what a bike.

Buy One?
Yes you should. And at $17,999 why wouldn’t you? n

CYCLE TORQUE TEST   YAMAHA MT-10
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The Federal Chamber of Automotive 
Industries and ATV industry are calling on 
state and territory governments to impose 
an immediate ban on all riders under 16 
operating adult-sized ATV machinery.

There has been four ATV-related fatalities in 
New South Wales in March alone.

A six-year-old child lost their live while a 
13-year-old was injured operating an adult-sized 
ATV in northwest NSW.

Two 60-year-old men died in separate accidents 
in March, while a fourth man aged in his 70s was 
found trapped beneath his ATV in Orange.

SafeWork NSW has recently doubled its safety 
rebates for farmers, offering $1000 to put 
towards the purchase of compliant helmets, 
crush protection devices, or to purchase a side-
by-side.

A rebate of $310 is also available towards the 
cost of completing an ATV course delivered by a 
registered training organisation.

Polaris Australia’s managing director, Peter 
Alexander said “the safety rebate programs in 
New South Wales and Victoria have been hugely 
successful.”

“The proactive steps taken by SafeWork 
NSW and WorkSafe Victoria are absolutely 
key contributing factors to the market 
growth and we commend them for taking 
these steps, Mr Alexander said.

Polaris has also announced a 150cc single-
seat Polaris ACE for kids aged 10 years 
and up.

The kids’ ACE is the first single-seat youth 
model which Polaris press material says 
has “a protective cab frame” and has four 
speed-limit modes, side nets, a seat belt, 
whip flag and a park brake.

Polaris’ press release does not specifically 
say the ACE 150 has ROPS- rollover 
protection certification, so buyers will need 
to ask questions to determine if it is a 
suitable replacement for their child.

Yamaha Australia’s ATV marketing manager, 
Lance Turnley recently spoke to Cycle Torque 
about an ATV-specific helmet the industry has 
developed in conjunction with Shark.

Turnley said the Shark X16 ATV/ROV helmet 
“addresses all the concerns for farmers,” which 
is weight, ventilation, buckle operation and 
audibility.

The X16 is currently being produced, and 
Turnley expects to see it on on shelves “within a 
couple of months”.

SafeWork NSW has also produced a webinar 
which is worth looking at: it aims to help farmers 
and farm workers adopt a range of safety 
solutions that will make it safer to use quad 
bikes on their farm. n

QUAD TORQUE

SINGLE-SEATER: the 
Polaris ACE 150 EFI 
is suitable for 10 to 

16-year-olds.

ATV Safety Update

http://www.yamaha-motor.com.au
http://www.yamaha-motor.com.au
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almost every class with the same people, but most of my 
time was on the 1000cc bikes in Superstock and Superbike. 
I was a factory Ducati rider in ’04, then a factory Kawasaki 
rider in ’05-’06 for MSS Kawasaki in British Superstock until 
a bad crash at Cadwell park nearly ended me! Moved to the 
British KTM cup on RC8s and finished runner up three years 
in a row! Doh! 

“As well as racing in the UK, I raced in World Superstock 
for three seasons, 1999-2001, consistently finishing in the 
top 10 plus some extra races in 2002 and 2003. Most of 
my time was spent with the WSBK travelling circus, World 
Endurance for three seasons, 1998-2000. World Endurance 
was an eye opener when I first raced at Spa, I was 18 years 
old and naïve and was shitting myself when I found out just 
before night practice that there was no floodlights around 
the circuit and we just had to rely on our headlights. I 
thought they were winding me up at first.”

The bike industry is quite different here as Kelvin was to 
find out.

“The industry is heaps smaller here but new bikes sales 
are similar (strange) if not more some years. The biggest 
thing that stands out to me is that because the country is so 
big local dealers have more of a chance to sell new bikes. In 
the UK it is not uncommon to have a guy in South London 
buy his bike from a dealer in Liverpool to save $200. Real 
estate, staff, overheads etc are much cheaper in Northern 
England so they tend to sell bikes cheaper than their 
Southern counterparts.

The racing here is quite different too.
“Racing-wise the talent is very high in Australia. There’s 

plenty of good riders but not enough teams. And there’s not 
enough teams because they don’t want to get involved with 
the road racing whilst there is bickering going on with two 
high profile series. In my mind its absolute bollox why they 
can’t work together, but it’s not just the promoters. You 
know the most shocking thing is the dealerships, not one 
motorcycle dealership really gets behind the racing here in 
Australia. I know we have plenty of dealerships supporting 
their kid’s racing but where is the promotion in their shops 
when there is a big meet on up the road? My dad used 
to meet 20-30 customers on a Sunday morning and they 
would all ride to the race meet when it was local and watch 
the racing and then they have someone to cheer on i.e. 
me! And it’s not just my dad doing this sort of stuff. In the 
UK the crowd really get behind the riders, everyone has a 
favourite, everyone has a t-shirt with their guy on it. I don’t 
want to go on but there is a lot that can be done here and it 
has to come from the industry… The UK has its problems, 
they’re always bickering about the rules and why a eight-
year-old Honda can match the latest Kawasaki or Yamaha. 
But who cares, it makes great racing and that’s what people 
want to see.”

An easy choice to start, and the goal is in sight.
“Our first full year was 2013 with Joel Hughes and Ben 

Burke. I knew that with the right support I could run a team 
that can win a title, I have a 10 year plan, I’m still only 37 
and it’s all going in the right direction, I just needed to get 
traction with a manufacturer. I’ve always liked Kawasaki 
and have history with them and wanted to work with them 
on building a successful team. With the help of Evan at 
SA Motorcycles (off whom I had to get bikes and support 
through from Kawasaki as they usually don’t deal direct 
with race team) we had the support needed to achieve the 
results and the last two years I have worked with Evan and 
it has been great. I now go it alone with Kawasaki and they 
have invested in me and my team and expect results. The 
end game is to be on the WSBK grid.

And from racing came more business.
“When I landed in Australia I had a toolbox and a bike 

ramp, which I shipped over with the rest of my stuff. I’ve 
most definitely spent my life savings setting up the race 
team but on the back of that I set up the performance 
centre. People started asking me to build or prepare race 
bikes for them, so I thought I’d better start doing it as a 
business. It’s now 60 per cent of our income. When I first 
set up the team I started pushing hard to find sponsors as I 
knew I couldn’t do it without funding. At first it was friends 
who were excited about the project and I must thank them 
dearly and most are still involved today because they love 
being part of not just the success but the journey. Buying 
vans, setting up trailers, finding a suitable workshop was all 
pretty straight forward, just time consuming.

“The hardest thing to do was find the right people. Staff 
is the backbone of the team, I am very lucky to have the 
bunch of guys we have working for us right now, they are all 

Kelvin Reilly is an expat Pom who’s made Australia his 
home. With him he brought a passion for motorcycle 
racing which he’s continued here. Kelvin knew what 
it took to succeed in business and in racing. He was 
born in to it. You might say he couldn’t stay away from 
racing, and 2016 has been his most successful year 
yet, with his BC Performance team winning both FX 
Supersport and Superbike titles with riders Robbie 
Bugden and Kyle Buckley. Kelvin’s an interesting guy– 
with an interesting history.

And he thought he’d retired from the racing game.
“I came to Australia in April 2012 and was drawn to 

Australia because of the sun, sand and cold beer,” said 
Kelvin. “I started my online business bikesconnect.com 
importing parts and accessories from Europe. I saw a hole 
in the market for a specialist in racing products and got 
onto it straight away, on the back of that I bought a stat 
write off Kawasaki ZX-10R, bolted some of my import bling 
to it and was going to race it with a mate at the Phillip Island 
8-hour. A couple of weeks before the race we found out 
it was cancelled and I had a bike, some sponsorship and 
a rider. So we entered the final round of the FX at Sydney 
Motorsport Park in 2012, with Joel Hughes on-board and I 
was hooked on running a team there and then.”

Being ‘from the trade’ certainly gave Kelvin the 
knowledge required, both professionally and 
commercially, to put together a capable team.

“I’ve only ever worked in the motorcycle trade, it’s all 
I know. My parents had a multi-franchise motorcycle 
dealership in London, but was long associated with 
Kawasaki – 35 years as a leading Kawasaki franchise to be 
exact! I started off working on Saturdays making tea and 
doing the bacon and egg roll run, and once I left school I 
started work in the workshop as apprentice mechanic, then 
mechanic, then workshop manager, then sales and finally 
become General Manager, holding that position for eight 
years before my parents retired and sold the business and I 
moved to Australia and set up mine. 

He even had time to go racing.
“Working for my parents was the only way I could go 

racing, especially when I did World Superstock. I would 
leave in April and come back in Jul and then leave in August 
and come back in October and I always had a job to come 
back to! Awesome parents…

“I raced professionally in the British Superbike 
Championship. Started off in the Superteen Challenge on an 
Aprilia RS125 with James Toseland and Karl Harris amongst 
many. It was a tough field to grow up with and I raced in Continued >

CYCLE TORQUE FEATURE: RACER INTERVIEW

Do the best race team bosses start as riders?

From Racer  
to Team Boss Kyle Buckley

Robbie Bugden



44 I APRIL 2017 cycletorque.com.au

dedicated but to be honest the best thing about our team 
is we are just a bunch of mates going racing with the same 
goal, to win races.

Kelvin’s race and mechanical experience is one of the 
reasons the workshop is so popular.

“BCperformance is a motorcycle workshop specialising 
in motorcycle performance, dyno and suspension 
upgrades. We have four full-time staff, two mechanics 
(one engine builder/retail mechanic and one full-time on 
the BCperformance race bikes), one driver and myself 
who does the dyno tuning. As well as run our own race-
team we have a heap of customers who use us to carry-
out all their race bike preparation, service and tuning. We 
provide support to these customers at the track and have 
a presence at all our local club events and Terry O’Neill’s 
super series. We carry out normal log book servicing also.”

And the racers?
“Kyle joined us in our second season as a team. For 

2014 I wanted to get into the Ninja 300 cup and Kyle was 
introduced to me through a mutual friend of ours. He had 
some runs on the board in supersport 600 with just him and 
his dad and for him to progress he needed the support of 
a team, and that’s when I offered him the chance to step 
down to a 300 but work towards going back to a 600 then 
Superbike within our team structure. Second place in a nail 
biting finish at SMP was our first year together, he lost the 
championship by 0.004 but rode maturely in another close 
championship last season to get that win! I will say this 
about Kyle; when I first saw him ride a 300 for me, I knew 
then that he would make a good Superbike rider. He is a 
natural and if early season testing is anything to go by, he 
will be one to watch.

“Robbie was introduced to me by Terry O’Neill and 
obviously he needs no introduction, his experience has 
been vital to our success. At the end of 2015 I knew I 
needed a top Superbike rider with experience and he fitted 
that bill perfectly. Once testing started and we began to 
work together I knew we could be strong with both him and 
Ben Burke in the Superbike class. We work well together 
and that is the most important aspect of a team. Funnily 
enough myself and Robbie have raced against each other 
at Brands Hatch in 2005, he came over for one-off ride 
and we ended up qualifying next to each other on the grid. 
During the race he fell off in front of me on the final lap and 
although he will never admit this, I pressured him into a 
mistake…”

It’s only six weekends of racing but a whole year of 
work.

“it is a full-time job running the team. If I’m not at a 
race-track I’m in the office organising the next event, or 
on the dyno with a race-bike or talking to a rider about 

anything from what they have eaten that night for dinner to 
how many times they go to the dunny. Unfortunately the 
business isn’t big enough to have a heap of staff so I just 
have to get on with it and get it done.”

It pays to know your strengths and go in confident.
“I knew we would be strong from the first round. After 

Mallala (where we won 99 per cent of the races we entered 
that round and came away with the overall in every class 
we contended) I knew we could do it. Wining the Superbike 
and Supersport classes were good but we also had young 
Jimmy Broadbent in the Ninja 300 cup finish second by a 
whisker. His race came down to the last race of the day 
and it was unfortunate that he just wasn’t fast enough when 
it came down to it. Jimmy is 17 years old and his second 
season of motorcycle racing, he has never done dirt track, 
MX or anything like most of the others. He was under 
immense pressure but I’m very proud of what we achieved 
with Jimmy, and like Kyle he has moved up to a 600 so we 
have more to come…”

The hardest team to go up against?
“All the teams are professional but I must say I respect 

Paul Free’s Motologic the most. He’s just like us. A 
company with manufacturer-backing going racing, but I’m 
sure he is well supported.”

But 2016 wasn’t all lollipops and good times.
“There were some rough times last year. Ryan Masri got 

badly injured at turn one at Queensland Raceway during 
testing and then a week later Ben Burke broke his wrist at 
QR too. Both riders would be out for the remainder of the 
season and that’s always shit. Ben is now fully healed and 
Ryan is making a good recovery. We hope to see them both 
on bikes this year.”

Backing is always needed to get the bikes on the grid.
“We are funded by our loyal sponsors, Iceberg, 

Landscapesupllies.com.au, Outdoor fabrications, Mahaffey, 
Ipone Oils, Kawasaki Motors Finance and of course we 
can’t do it without the huge effort Kawasaki Australia put 
into us. Some of the riders bring sponsors to the team and I 
still have to top up any shortfalls we may have.”

With such a great year there’s no real need for change 
for 2017?

“This year we will be tackling the Australian Superbike 
Championship with Robbie Bugden and Kyle Buckley on 
the Ninja ZX-10R. Jimmy Boradbent will be in Supersport 
600 on the Ninja ZX-6R and Yanni Shaw will be on the Ninja 
300 in the Supersport 300 class. We are in it to win it, we 
are not here to make up the numbers. If we’re going to do it, 
we’ll do it properly or not at all.” n

CYCLE TORQUE FEATURE: RACER INTERVIEW

O N  T O P  O F  C U R R E N T  C A M P A I G N  O F F E R S !

3.99%
*Credit provided by BOQ Credit Pty Limited ABN 92 080 151 266 (BOQC) (Australian Credit Licence Number 393331) trading 

as KTM SportMotorcycle Finance. BOQC is a wholly owned subsidiary of Bank of Queensland Limited ABN 32 009 656 740 
(BOQ). BOQ does not guarantee or otherwise support the obligations or performance of BOQC or the products it offers. Fees 

and charges are payable. BOQC’s standard credit assessment criteria apply. This offer is available to approved applicants who 
finance new 2015/2016 KTM 1190 & 1290 Models – during 01/02/2017 and 31/03/2017. The rate of 3.99% pa is applicable on 

a 36 month term consumer loan agreement, fees and charges are payable. The comparison rate is 3.99% pa and is calculated 
on a loan amount of $10,000 for a term of 36 months. These rates are for secured loans only. WARNING: This comparison rate 

is true only for the examples given and may not include all fees and charges. Different terms, fees or other loan amounts might 
result in a different comparison rate. Interest rates quoted are indicative only and are subject to change without notice. Full 

terms and conditions available at authorised, participating KTM SportMotorcycle Finance dealerships.

Explore in fast forward with the KTM Adventure 
Range, ready to take you anywhere you want to go 

with a refined blend of raw sporting excitement 
and intelligent riding pleasure. Find out more at 

your local participating KTM dealership.

KTM Group Partner

C O M P A R I S O N  R A T E *

1 1 9 0  A D V  R 1 1 9 0  A D V 1 2 9 0  S A

https://www.facebook.com/KTMAustralia
http://www.ktm.com.au
http://www.ktm.com.au
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CYCLE TORQUE BIKE STUFF

• 9 Buckingham Dr Wangara - p 08 9409 2330 
• 237 Great Eastern Highway Midland - 08 p 9250 2522

We provide a one- stop shop for all your motorcycle, 
mule and ATV needs. Have a browse through our 
Virtual Used Bikes Showroom, which displays a cross 
section of our stock - approx 160 bikes on the floor.

We proudly and professionally service later model 
bikes in our onsite service facilities. All types of service 
is covered including fitting tyres. We carry a full range 
of accessories and spare parts. We also have a loan 
bike service to keep you mobile.

w w w . m a c k 1 . c o m . a u

www.mack1.com.au

MRB 2253 D/L 19719

TWO LARGE STORE LOCATIONS
• 9 Buckingham Dr Wangara - p 08 9409 2330

• 237 Great Eastern Highway Midland - p 08 9250 2522

We provide a one- stop shop for all your motorcycle, 
mule, ATV & jet ski needs. Have a browse through our 
Virtual Used Bikes Showroom, which displays a cross 

section of our stock - approx 160 bikes on the floor.
See our professional team of technicians for all your 

service needs. We carry a full range of 
accessories, tyres and spare 

parts. We also have a loan 
bike service to keep you 

mobile.

MT-10 accessories
Yamaha has a whole stack of parts to bolt to 
your new MT-10.
The Tour tankbag and mount ring 
(sold separately) is a great way to add 
some carrying capacity to the bike. 
Expandable from  16-22 litres, storage 
includes a clear map holder and extra side pockets for your phone and 
wallet. A shoulder strap and rain cover is included.

The sidestand extension kit enables you to extend the base of the 
original stand which makes parking on soft ground possible.

The Middle screen is a medium height sport screen for extra wind 
protection on long-distance rides, specifically designed for the MT-10, 
it’s scratch resistant and easy to fit.

Price: Tankbag $296.27; Sidestand extender $115.87;  
Middle screen $307.92
Get them from: Your local Yamaha dealer or  
yshop.yamaha-motor.com.au
More info: yshop.yamaha-motor.com.au

http://www.mack1.com.au
http://www.mack1.com.au
http://yshop.yamaha-motor.com.au
http://yshop.yamaha-motor.com.au
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Rad Guard for MT-07
A radiator or oil cooler guard for your bike is essential kit. Rad Guard 
Australia has you covered for the New 2017 model Yamaha MT-07. 
The guard has been designed to be quick and easy to fit and remove 
with easy to follow video & written fitting instructions.
The guard is bolted to existing mounting points on the bike, and it does 
not move or vibrate and it does not restrict air flow into the radiator. 
Having a rock or any other road debris through your radiator core can be 
expensive and very inconvenient. 
These are a good and cheap investment considering your options if your 
radiator core is damaged. It gives you peace of mind when you’re in the 
middle of nowhere.

Price: RRP $195, Special $159
Get them from: Rad Guard Australia
More info: radguard.com.au or Ph (02) 6658 0060

There’s a slacker way…
Setting your preload correctly has been made so much easier thanks to 
Slacker’s digital sag scale.
The Slacker scale works on both on- (with an optional street kit) and off-road 
bikes, reading or the amount of preload in real time using a retractable cable.
There’s a built in display as well as a remote display, so if you’ve got no 
mates, you’re able to get the job done by yourself.
Universal mounting works on both front and rear shocks and the magnetic 
mount will attach to any bike with steel axles.

Price: $199.95 RRP; Street kit $39.95 RRP (optional)
Get them from: Better bike shops
More info: proaccessories.com.au

C Y C L E T O R Q U E . C O M . A U C Y C L E T O R Q U E . C O M . A U

http://radguard.com.au
http://proaccessories.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/CycleTorque
http://www.facebook.com/CycleTorque
http://www.youtube.com/user/cycletorquedotcom
http://www.youtube.com/user/cycletorquedotcom
https://twitter.com/search?q=cycletorque&src=typd
https://twitter.com/search?q=cycletorque&src=typd
http://instagram.com/cycletorque
http://instagram.com/cycletorque
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CYCLE TORQUE BIKE STUFF

335 PACIFIC HIGHWAY, ARTARMON NSW 2064
PHONE: (02) 9439 3549  WWW.CYCLECO.NET.AU

NORTHSIDEMOTORCYCLES

NEW 
SPEED 
TRIPLE

FINANCE AVAILABLE I TRADE-INS WELCOME

Kwacker snapback
If you bleed green, Kawasaki’s flat peak cap is the 
way to show it. It’s a brushed cotton jobbie 
with logos adorned front and back, 
there’s six dome panels and a it’s 
snapback closure. Kawasaki’s lime 
green detail is on the edge of the peak, 
front panels, and embroidered on the 
peak and eyelets.

Price: $24.99
Get them from: Kawasaki dealerships
More info: kawasaki.com.au/dealers/find-a-dealer

Lock and load
GearWrench has just released its locking flex-head 3pc ratchet set. 
The set includes 1/4, 3/8 and 1/2 inch drive.
The flex-head has the ability to unlock the head and use as a regular flexible 
head ratchet, or lock the head in one of 9 locking positions.
These ratchets are perfect for traditional straight fastening and also for hard to 
reach areas where working space may be limited.

Price: $215
Get them from: gearwrench.com.au

www.cycleco.net.au
http://kawasaki.com.au/dealers/find-a-dealer
http://gearwrench.com.au
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Be secure
Kovix KWL24110 alarm cable 
lock is made from 24mm thick 
plastic-coated steel cable, is 
110mm in length and locks 
directly into itself.
The auto alarm system has an 
on/off function selection and 
makes a 120dB racket when 
someone is attempting to steal 
your pride and joy.
The battery is rechargable with 
a supplied USB cable and three keys are included.

Price: $79.95 RRP
Get them from: Bike shops in Australia
More info: proaccessories.com.au

http://www.facebook.com/CycleTorque
http://www.youtube.com/user/cycletorquedotcom
https://twitter.com/search?q=cycletorque&src=typd
http://instagram.com/cycletorque
http://proaccessories.com.au
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Airoh’s top 
touring lid

The Airoh ST701 is a great 
full-face sports touring helmet, 
new to the Australian market 
thanks to helmet laws which 
were changed to make more 
sense midway through 2016.

The first thing you notice when 
you pick one up is how light it 
is - the outer shell is made from 
carbon fibre and I really like the 
fit too.

The other thing I really like is 
the vent system. On the bike it’s 
great there’s no mucking around. 
Flip the chin vent down to open 
it. The forehead and exhaust vents slide back to open. 
I’m not a big fan of sliding vents because it’s harder to 
tell if they are open or closed…

Off the bike I found the chin vent to have a few sharp 
edges if it’s left open which I wasn’t a huge fan of but 
it gets a pass because its so simple and effective while 
riding and gloves negate the sharpness.

The Airoh ST701 is made from an eps inner shell shell 
which has quad density. The helmet is available in two 
different shell sizes and the liner is fully removable and 
washable.

More and more sports touring helmets are starting 
to come with internal tinted visors and the ST701 is 
no different. This is one of the first times I’ve used an 
internal visor on a full face helmet and I found it great 
for touring in mixed weather conditions. If you don’t like 
using the internal visor there’s also a slot so you can 
wear your sunnies, which I found myself still wearing on 
shorter rides. 

Airoh provides a chin wind breaker which is really 
effective and pinlock antifog insert which I am yet to fit.

The other cool feature for you tourers is the Bluetooth 
comms port, making the ST701 super easy to fit a 
Bluetooth unit and route/hide the cables neatly within 
the helmet.

I have put over 1000 kays on this helmet so I’ve all 
but crash tested it, and I’m pretty impressed. Like I said the ventilation is 
great, the aerodynamic design felt quite good especially doing most of 
those kays touring on a big naked bike without a screen. The inner liner is 
really comfy, and the size and fit is spot on.

The Airoh ST701 is available in six sizes and more colours than you can 
poke a stick at.

Price: $699.95
Get them from: Better bike shops
More info: motonational.com.au

http://www.gloucestermotoexpo.com.au
http://www.gloucestermotoexpo.com.au
http://motonational.com.au
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1. Classic Bike Dreaming
IT’S fourth time lucky for Newcastle author Peter J Uren with his latest tome, Classic Bike 
Dreaming, yet more stories of an old motorcycle mechanic.
It follows in the footsteps of his first three books The Old Mechanic, Dominator in the 
Shadows and the Classic Bike Workshop. For a new author Peter is certainly making his 
mark in the publishing world. His latest story follows the plot already developed in the 
first three books and as each book came out you could see the evolution of Peter’s writing 
style as he sought to further develop his characters and focus more on building them and 
their inter-relationships.
Be prepared for a bit more of an emotional ride with his latest work as Peter introduces a 
new, if far more complex character, tangled in a few more social issues.
The new character is an Aboriginal of the Kamilaroi mob who is trying to live between two 
cultures. Peter’s knowledge of the issues involved comes from personal connections who 
have first hand experience and he has captured the essence of the struggles and issues that 
are confronted. He has woven a rich story not only about his new character but the impact 
that this newcomer’s arrival has on the classic bike workshop we’ve come to know.
Peter joined Stroud Writers in July 2012 and by September the following year he had 
written and published his first book. He says that this one is likely to be the last in the 
series.
Price $19.50 plus postage each, or all four for $69.90

2 Riding the road of bones 2 disc DVD set. – $39.99
The 30,000 km motorbike ride from London to Magadan, on the edge of Russia, has 
been described as one of the most challenging rides in the world. For four long months 
a group of adventure riders from around the world travelled across a quarter of the 
Earth’s surface, pushing themselves and their bikes to the limit. 

3. Italian Custom Motorcycles – $39.99
Many books have been published about Italian motorcycles, but none has focused 
exclusively on the Italian motorcycle-based chopper, bobber, trike, and quad custom 
bike scene – until now.

4. And On That Bombshell – $32.99
I was Top Gear’s script editor for 13 years and all 22 series. I basically used to check 
spelling and think of stupid gags about The Stig. I also got to hang around with 
Jeremy Clarkson, Richard Hammond and James May. Then 
I realised that I had quite a few stories to tell from behind the scenes on the show. I 
remembered whose daft idea it was to get a dog. I recalled the willfully stupid way 
in which we decorated our horrible office. I had a sudden flashback to the time a 
Bolivian drug lord threatened to kill us. 
I decided I should write down some of these stories. So I have. I hope you like them.

5. Eyes Wide Open - Isle of Man  – $24.95
37+ miles of pure adrenalin...
The ultimate test of man and machine...
The world’s most dangerous racetrack...
A father and son realise a dream...
This is the their story.

6. Weekend Warriors 1 and 2 – $44.95
About five years ago Shaun, Andy and I (Jake) started to run out of places to ride. We 
were sick of riding the same places time and time again so we decided to pay a visit 
to the Melbourne Map Centre in Chadstone to see if there was a guide book on the 
subject.
Much to our surprise there was nothing to be found. Sure there were heaps of 
4WD and Mountain Bike books but, alas, no trail bike books. The guys in the 
shop were also surprised, as they had had a lot of enquiries from other trail 
bike riders.
This gave us an idea -  why not write our own book? And that is exactly what 
we did!.

7. Along for the ride – $39.95
Jim Scaysbrook has enjoyed a rich and varied life in which motorcycles have 
always been the common theme. Itching to follow his father’s footsteps, he 
began racing at the age of 16 and has since competed in virtually every form 
of competition, including both motocross and road racing at international 
level. He has competed on the American professional motocross scene, at the - 
infamous Isle of Man TT, and throughout Asia.

BOOK TITLE:  ____________________________________QTY: ____PRICE: ______

BOOK TITLE:  ____________________________________QTY: ____PRICE: ______

BOOK TITLE:  ____________________________________QTY: ____PRICE: ______

POSTAGE & HANDLING: ($10.00 OR FREE IF MORE THAN $100 SPENT)                                         PRICE: ___________

Want more than 3? List them on a separate sheet.                        TOTAL AMOUNT INCLUDED: ___________

NAME ______________________________

ADDRESS ___________________________

P/C___________PH:_______________

CARD TYPE: M/CARD  VISA  EXP. DATE: __/__   CVC___

CARD NUMBER:    _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ 
- - -  -

SIGNATURE_________________________ 

Cheques or money orders should be made out to Motorcycle Publishing Pty 
Ltd. Send your order to: Book Sales, Cycle Torque, PO Box 687, Warners Bay, NSW 2282 

Ph: (02) 4956 9820, Fax: (02) 4956 9824
Shop online at www.cycletorque.com.au

4

2

1

5

6 7
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CYCLE TORQUE BOOK SHOP

Affordable Media which doesn’t Suck.

02 4956 9825
www.adrenalinimages.com.au

Adrenalin Images, the name behind Cycle 
Torque’s TV show, can create everything 
from press releases to photography to video 
productions for your business.

From individual product shoots at our studios 
to on-site video productions, talk to the guys 
who know bikes, cameras and media.

Adrenalin Images

Who will 
tell your 
story?

WORDS PHOTOGRAPHY VIDEO

http://www.cycletorque.com.au
http://www.adrenalinimages.com.au
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MARKET TORQUE

PROUDLY 
SPONSORED BY 

IPONE OILS

Bikers Hunter Club
Meets the first Wednesday of the month at Edgeworth 
Bowling Club.  All riders welcome. 
Call Neville Whyte 0418 897 357
 

Twisted Throttle Escapes
Providing the “sports” rider with  the ultimate all inclusive 
riding  “ Escape” / holiday package . South Australia Mt Lofty 
ranges and environs.  
www.twistedthrottleescapes.com.au   
  

HIMALAYAS are calling
India : DGR at the Top of the World : 16th – 30th September
India : Himalayan Super Scramble : 14th – 25th October
Nepal : Stairway to Heaven : 1st – 12th November
Sri Lanka : Ceylon Circuit : 19th – 30th November
Mobile : +61 401 55 99 46
Web: himalayanheroes.com :: Facebook :: instagram 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwbJYLiuFHKvJfgABD99rtQ
   

Mt Buller Motorcycle Adventures 
Apr 9 Beginner/Intermedia coaching day for all levels of rider.
Apr 22-25 Tour of Duty: Sawmill Settlement, Jamieson, Mt 
Hotham and Harrietville. 5 nights.
Register your interest for the big adventure bike rally now!
Call 0412 587 011 for more info
or check out www.bullerbikeadventures.com.au
  

Ride with KLAUS 
4 day Sat 8-11 Apr DAM DARTMOUTH   
fr Mt BULLER  SNOWY Mt BOGONG   
Ring your experienced guide, KLAUS.  0407 424 831     
klausatbt@optusnet.com.au
  

Vietnam Motorbike Tours
See the real Vietnam on safe, fully escorted tours.  
Bookings through Main Street Travel. (03) 5975 6333
Check out www.vietnammotorbiketours.com for more 
information.

Roadcraft Plus Motorcycle 
Techniques. 

·  Individual Tuition 

·  Refresher Courses available 
for small groups 

·  Braking and Cornering schools   
(Mac Namara Park Mt 
Gambier) 

·  Phillip island  
Coach ‘n’ Ride Rides 

For courses and dates email: 
garagemc@internode.on.net 

Phillip Island Ride Days 
phillipislandridedays.com.au

Champions Ride Days 
Ph: 0427 771 451
championsridedays.com.au

Sydney Motorsport Park 
Ride Days
Ph: 1300 793 423. 
smsprd.com.au

Motorcycle Tours

Ride Days

http://www.radguard.com.au
http://www.radguard.com.au
http://www.twistedthrottleescapes.com.au
http://himalayanheroes.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwbJYLiuFHKvJfgABD99rtQ
http://www.bullerbikeadventures.com.au
http://klausatbt@optusnet.com.au
http://www.vietnammotorbiketours.com
http://phillipislandridedays.com.au
http://championsridedays.com.au
http://smsprd.com.au
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The leaders in hearing protection for Motorcyclists since 1988

*Reduce fatigue while riding & stop your hearing loss

*Hear your music & communication units clearly 

*Custom fitted on the spot and fully adjustable 

* Perfect fit guaranteed

Certified

Class 5 protector 

Australia hearing standards AS/NZS1270-2002 

www.earmold.com.au
Visit our online store today

info@earmold.com.au 
(07) 3820 2533

Authorised 
distributor for 

Sena Bluetooth 
Communication, all 
models at the best 

possible prices.

The Original Earmold, driven by innovation – not imitation

Mobile phone In-Ear monitor’s  
plug-in or Bluetooth systems, ready 
within 24 hours, don’t wait weeks.

Plug in from $289
Bluetooth from $349

Professional In-Ear music monitors 
Single or Dual drivers ready within 
24 hours, don’t wait weeks. 
Coiled or straight cable.

From $329

In-Ear
monitors

The only “On The Spot”  
custom moulded earplugs for 
motorcycle riders that ARE a Class 5 
with up to 40.5db reduction  
at 4000 Hz.
AS/NZS1270 
Standards 
approved

From $75.00 
2 year  
warranty

Sena Bluetooth 20S intercom

Recreational stereo wires strong  
coiled acoustic tubing, protects the 
speakers & ear plugs, a breeze to  
keep clean & long lasting.

From $240
2 year  
warranty 

Recreational  
Stereo  

Headsets

Bluetooth  
in-ear monitors

Performance Brake Lines

PO Box 1078 Nathan St, Brighton QLD 4017, 120A Hoskins St, Sandgate, QLD 4017  |  p. 07 3869 3016  |  f. 07 3869 0704  |  e. helperformance@bigpond.com

	 For	all	Motorcycles	and	Car	Applications
	 Don’t put up with a spongy brake lever!  
 Firm it up and reduce your stopping distance!
	 ALL	OUR	KITS	and	CUSTOM	LINES	are		
	 manufactured	with	a	high	grade	Stainless	Steel		
	 Braided	Hose,	Stainless	Steel	Banjo’s	and	Stainless		
	 Steel	Bolts	with	Copper	Washers.
	 For all Road Riders, Track Riders, Cruiser  
 Riders and Dirt Riders. 

	 Add	this	simple	upgrade	to	your	braking	system		
	 and	feel	the	difference	in	your	stopping	power.
	 All our lines are manufactured in Australia  
 and comply with the Australian Standard  
 ADR 42/04 SAA, SAE, BS, JIS, DIN, ISO,  
 ECE, and FMVSS 106 Approvals and are  
 labelled accordingly.
	 Covered	with	a	Lifetime	Warranty.
	 From $69.95 per line delivered.

www.helperformance.com.auContact us now!

ONE STOP SHOP!
HEL brake pads and brake lines...

HEL-T-PRO
$120.95
per set

HEL-S-PRO
$90.95
per set

HEL BRAKE PADS - NOW AVAILABLE!
RACE AND STREET PADS NOW AVAILABLE!

HEL Performance have just released their 
new line of HEL Performance Brake Pads, 

which feature two options – the Street 
Pro pads, which are SPD Sport HH+ 

compound pads recommended for late 
model sportsbikes, for road and track 

day performance. The Track Pro pads are 
designed specifically for the track to meet 

& exceed the extreme demands of national 
and international circuit racing with high 

friction race compound sintered metal pads!

What’s stopping you?

	 	 	 	 	 	
As used by Cube Racing’s Mike Jones Australian Superbike Champion

• Backpacks • Tailpacks
• Tankpacks • Waistpacks
• Hydration • Helmet Bags
• Drybags • Accessories

Ph: 0409 959 737

.com.au

andystrapz.com
® 

Going Somewhere?
Visit Andy Strapz first.

Historical Rylstone, gateway to the Bylong Valley.
Traditional pub style rooms.

Great Beer garden out the back!
Lock up sheds available upon request.

BISTRO, POOL TABLE, JUKEBOX, WOOD FIRES, TAB, FOX SPORTS.

60 Louee Street Rylstone 2849 NSW  •  02 6379 1118  
www.rylstonehotel.com.au

Professional motorcycle repairs for 
most brands and registration checks 

PH/FAX: 9894 8225
www.castlehillmotorcycles.com.au

12-7 Carrington Road, Castle Hill NSW 2154 

SA’s longest running Multi award winning Kawasaki Dealer. Est 1987.
Trained technicians, extensive range of apparel and accessories.

TO SEE OUR AWESOME DEALS VISIT

www.victormotorcycles.com.au

 www.facebook.com/groups/suzukispares
 abmotorcyclespares@gmail.com   0421 735 813

SUZUKI DRZ SPARES
"E" MODELS ONLY   SHIPPING THROUGHOUT AUSTRALIA
SPECIALISING IN GENUINE USED PARTS 

ASK FOR ANTHONY 

http://www.helperformance.com.au
http://www.helperformance.com.au
helperformance@bigpond.com?subject=CycleTorque Advert
info@earmold.com.au?subject=CycleTorque Advert
http://www.earmold.com.au
http://www.earmold.com.au
www.kriega.com.au
www.airhawkguy.com.au
www.andystrapz.com
http://www.andersonstands.com
www.rylstonehotel.com.au
www.castlehillmotorcycles.com.au
http://www.victormotorcycles.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/groups/suzukispares
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THE LARGEST 
MOTORCYCLE WRECKERS 
IN AUSTRALIA
ON EBAY. ON WEB. ON SITE

ENORMOUS RANGE OF PARTS AND SPARES  
FOR VIRTUALLY ANY MODEL BIKE

Metropolitan Motorcycle Spares

www.motorcyclewreckers.com 

Licenced Dealer Number MD038376

• Wrecking all Makes & Models 
• Grey Imports • Spares & Accessories

• All Service Items
• Australia wide freight

• WE PAY CASH FOR BIKES

10% DISCOUNT PARTS • 5% DISCOUNT ENGINES  
EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK WITH THIS ADVERT

SUZUKI

Phone: (02) 9748 7400  
parts@motorcyclewreckers.com

90 Silverwater Rd, Silverwater, NSW 2128

MARKET TORQUE

HIT AIR airbag 
motorcycle jacket

HIT AIR Australia   
M: 0430 247 224
www.hitairaustralia.com.au  

MOTORRAD JKT, 
inflated

Fall and impact protection.
3Chest 3Neck 3Shoulders
3Back 3Spine 3Hips  
3Bottom

Best deals on new and used  
Harley-Davidson, Suzuki, Honda, Triumph and Ducati.  

Huge range of tyres, on and off road merchandise and apparel.
Modern well equipped service department with dyno room.

244 Goonoo Goonoo Rd, Tamworth, NSW 

02 6762 1557  www.westrmc.com.au

COMPREHENSIVE SUSPENSION SETUP FOR  
MOTOCROSS, SUPERCROSS, ENDURO & ROAD

RACE TECH PARTS & SERVICE

• SPRINGS • REVALVES
• GOLD VALVES • SERVICES
• EMULATORS • MOTOREX OIL
• BIKE & TRACK SETUP

GUARANTEED 
IMPROVEMENTS 

FOR ALL 
MOTORCYCLES

promoto@activ8.net.au
PH: (02) 6577 6177 OR 0408 721 210

Ian Wightman’s

PRO-MOTO SUSPENSION

1-303/305 Morayfield Rd, Morayfield
info@pioneerfinishes.com.au

PioneerFinishes.com.au

HYDRO BLASTING – VAPOUR BLASTING

We make everything 
old new again 0409 054 561

Sheepskin for motorcycles 
is ALL we make!

0414 390 507

OWNED & OPERATED BY  

MOTORCYCLE  FANATICS!

LATEST MODELS HERE NOW
FOR THE BEST DEAL,  

CALL TODAY, 02 6352 2688

219 MAIN ST  LITHGOW NSW

www.lithgowbikestop.com.au

motorcycle   adventures

hi
ma

layan   heroes.com

FILL YOUR LIFE  
WITH STORIES

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
HIMALAYANHEROES.COM  
OR CALL REX ON 0401 55 99 46

Ever wanted to ride to the highest road in the world? 
16th – 30th September 2017. Book Now!

Ph: 02 4422 9683 
www.nowramotorcycles.com.au 

132 Princes Hwy, South Nowra, NSW 2541

http://www.motorcyclewreckers.com
http://stores.ebay.com.au/metropolitanwreckers
http://www.motorcyclewreckers.com
parts@motorcyclewreckers.com?subject=CycleTorque Advert
www.hitairaustralia.com.au
http://www.westrmc.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/ProMotoSuspension/
http://www.sheepyhollow.com
http://www.lithgowbikestop.com.au
http://himalayanheroes.com
http://www.nowramotorcycles.com.au
http://www.nowramotorcycles.com.au
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TORQUING BACK LETTERS

Seller’s Remorse?
I think my local Honda dealer, Hawkesbury Honda in 
NSW, get it pretty right.
The first time I walked in the store (about 10 years 
ago), Dave the salesman came up and said hello, and 
ever since then he always greets me by name. I have 
never purchased a bike from there, BUT I get nearly 
all my parts and accessories from them including my 
tyres. The staff from the parts department also call me 
by name even though I may only see them around four 
to six times per year.
I currently have three bikes, all Hondas, (CT-110, NT-
700 Deauville and a 1982 CX500 Turbo) and I know if 
I need something for any of these bikes they will have 
the part, get the part, or help me find the part I am 
looking for.
As you can tell I am quite happy with Hawkesbury 
Honda and if all dealerships treated customers and 
potential customers like I was treated, customers 
would be very happy (and very loyal).
Thanks for the great magazine.

Cephas Rodgers
Thanks for the feedback Cephas. – RG

Serious businesses send their staff to sales training, 
there is no such thing as a tyre kicker, the client has 
simply not made their mind up.
The manager in the editorial at least gets it, EVERY 
person who comes into a bike shop is a client or 
prospective client. He or she may not buy today but 
they are feeling out the atmosphere in the shop, if 
the atmosphere intimidates them you will never have 
that client, and perhaps more importantly they will be 
denied of the fantastic lifestyle that is motorcycling.

Best regards
Darryl Whitley

Norman who?
Eh? I was a bit perplexed at Norman Cotton’s column 
in the March edition. I appreciate the column is called 
U-TURN which is presumably why he did a complete 
180, starting with ‘naked bikes are crap’ and ending 
with ‘naked bikes are the go’. What was the point of it 
all? To give us the pros and cons of fairings?
If so, he forgot to mention that fully faired bikes 
means extra labour should the bike go in the shop for 
repair and have you seen the price of plastics these 
days should you damage your pride and joy? Try 
restoring an older bike and sourcing the plastic fairing 
components which adorn some of these machines.
I own several naked bikes, they all look great and I 
certainly wouldn’t entertain bolting on any plastic crap 
to make them scythe through the air more efficiently 
at the speed limit and beyond. I am more than happy 
to be buffeted by the wind which also gives me the 
illusion of speed despite riding machinery far remote 
from an R1 or a Hayabusa. 
Fairings are for racers, wimps and policemen.

Charles Oliver.
Here here – RG.

Reference page 6 of March edition and the ‘Moron’ – 
Norman Cotton and his hilarious dribble (Naked bikes 
are awful)!
I am shocked that you wasted 1/3 of a page and all 
that ink printing his utter rubbish! April the first is not 
for another 18 days and surely you could have had 
no other reason for allowing that to go to print... other 
than to prove that he has to be the biggest fool on this 
planet! Stop using my air Norman and do the World a 
favour… GO BOIL YOUR HEAD!

Lee Shelford 
From the planet Earth.

Lee - you had us in tears. Except Norman, he took so 
much offence he bit his thumb, deciding to follow up 
his article with another on sportsbikes.
Hope you hate it as much, the feedback we have 
received so far means ol’ Normy is here to stay for the 
time being…– RG.

I s l e  o f  M a n

Available Now. 
To order call 02 4956 9820 
or shop online at  
www.motobooks.com.au

“From your very first lap of the world famous Isle of Man 
mountain course your eyes are open as wide as they can 
be, and all your brain power is focused on the job at hand. 
There is simply no space left for anything else.”

37+ miles of pure adrenalin...
The ultimate test of man and machine...
The world’s most dangerous racetrack...
A father and son realise a dream...
This is their story.

WATCH
TRAILER

WINNER  
2016 ISLE OF MAN CLASSIC TT 

1ST SUPERBIKE PRIVATEER

Write A Letter! 
WIN A GREAT PRIZE
This month Lee Sheldon has won a Book from motobooks.com.au.
To see what selection of books are available go to www.motobooks.com.au   
Send your letters (and/or great bike pictures to  
The Editor, Cycle Torque, PO Box 687 Warners Bay, NSW 2282  
or email letters@cycletorque.com.au

http://www.motobooks.com.au
http://motobooks.com.au
http://www.motobooks.com.au
http://www.motobooks.com.au/ITALIAN-CUSTOM-MOTORCYCLES/
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cycletorque
For the Love of 
Motorcycling

www.cycletorque.com.au

http://www.cycletorque.com.au
www.cycletorque.com.au

