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Welcome to the July issue of Cycle Torque Magazine

On the cover of this issue is KTM’s 1290 Super Adventure: 
Cycle Torque went to the Australian media launch of 
the three go-everywheres. There’s the big dirtbike – the 
1090 Adventure R; traverse the globe on the 1290 Super 
Adventure R; and the all-roads 1290 Super Adventure S.

Also tested in the Issue is the Triumph Thruxton R, 
Hinckley’s café racer 2.0 and it goes as good as it looks.

Cotton lampoons sports-tourers, Flack takes the Old Road, 
Smarty talks starts and I look at electronic developments.

There’s plenty of news, products, reviews and more.

Hope you enjoy the issue.

– Ryan Grubb 
Editor

July 2017

WELCOME

CHECK OUT 
SEASON 4 
OF CYCLE 

TORQUE TV

https://twitter.com/search?q=cycletorque&src=typd
http://instagram.com/cycletorque
http://www.facebook.com/CycleTorque
http://www.youtube.com/user/cycletorquedotcom
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXzmSlnYWW7vJnxGammd9mU6fb6c3n3gY
http://www.motorexoil.com.au/
http://www.motorexoil.com.au/
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What makes the NEW COMFY range so comfortable?

• All-year comfort: perfect for many outdoor activities
• Lightweight, breathable and wind resistant
• Seam-free construction for maximum comfort
• One size fits all
• Huge range of colours & designs – 3 per pack

C
O

M
F

Y M U L T I - F U N C T I O N A L  H E A D  A N D  N E C K  W E A R

LIGHTWEIGHT WIND RESISTANT BREATHABLE
MATERIAL

COLOURS

MANY MORE DESIGNS

Snake

Leopard

Zebra

NW104

NW100

NW101

Plaid

Suzuki

NW135

NW131

Graff it i Mono NW132 Camo NW123

Pink/Black/Red NW113

Ridden

06 NEWS

15 CREDITS

17 EDITORIAL

18 U-TURN 

20 DIRTY TORQUE 

22 FLACK 

58 BIKE STUFF

67 USED & REVIEWED 

70 MARKET TORQUE

71 RIDE DAYS & TOURS

76 LETTERS

Cover Photos: KTM iKapture, Thruxton Triumph, HD Paterson

Regulars

Features

69  
CYCLE TORQUE
BOOK SHOP

44  
QUAD TORQUE

KTM 1290 Super Adventure S, 
1290 Super Adventure R  
and 1090 Adventure R

100 YEARS
Harley-Davidson

Triumph  
Thruxton R

24
34

CONTENTS

48

http://www.ficeda.com.au
http://www.ficeda.com.au


6 I JULY 2017 cycletorque.com.au  cycletorque.com.au JULY 2017 I 7

Yamaha’s 2018 YZ450F motocrosser looks 
like an absolute rip snorter.

Gone is the kickstarter, and the integration 
of Yamaha’s propriety power tuner has been 
coded into a free app for iOS and Android 
devices.
Yamaha says “the new motorcycle is born out 
of the white heat of competition,” which is 
another way of saying the 2018 bike is based 
on what the pros did to get the most out of 
the 2017.
So guys like AMA Champ Cooper Webb, MX 
World Champion Romain Febvre and our 
own Chad Reed have been involved with 
development of the new model.

Australia and New Zealand is credited with 
input from CDR Yamaha’s Australian MX1 
Champ Dean Ferris, and Yamaha NZ’s MX 
team manager and former World MX GP 
competitor Josh Coppins also provided input.
The biggest changes are revolutionary – the 
2018 model will be the first YZ450F to drop 
the kickstart assembly and run with a lithium-
ion battery/starter motor, while the Yamaha 
Power Tuner (around $400) appears to have 
bitten the dust, with a new app created in its 
place.
It’s a safe bet that both technologies are here 
to stay, and will be rolled out across the line-
up in coming years.
The free app can be downloaded from iOS 
and Android app stores and works via Wi-Fi 
and a communication control unit to make 
fuel and ignition mapping changes.
A log function allows you to make notes about 
the riding location, condition, bike settings, so 
it can help with bike set-up.

The app can also monitor a range of data 
such as race settings, maintenance and 
system diagnostics, engine run time and 
more.
Yamaha has shaved lots of weight from the 
bike to make the switch – even with the 
starter motor, battery, a bigger radiator and 
more fluids the new bike tips in at 111kg, one 
kilo less than the previous model.
The rearward-slanted cylinder engine design 
along with the weight-centralised wraparound 
exhaust remains, but Yamaha has opted for 
a lighter cylinder head and made the cylinder 
slant more upright to work with the bike’s new 
frame to further optimise weight distribution.
The engine also features new insides, with 
new cam profiles, crankshaft, piston design, 
DLC-coated pin and new 44mm Mikuni 
throttle bodies.
The front-end has increased trail, with thicker 
KYB forks and suspension settings, along 
with changes to valving to improve oil flow 
and damping.
The frame is new and has been designed 

for the best possible balance of bump 
absorption, stiffness and cornering, while the 
swingarm is now lighter and shorter.
A new KYB rear shock has been used to 
match the new chassis and swingarm with a 
lighter and stiffer spring, and the reservoir has 
been increased by 30cc to improve cooling.
The geometry changes result in a 5mm longer 
wheelbase, with more ground clearance and 
rear travel.
The rear-end of the exhaust has been moved 
forward to position the muffler closer to the 
centre of mass.
The transmission has been overhauled – there 
are revised gears, clutch plate updates and a 
stiffer outer clutch pressure plate to improve 
durability.
Larger radiators have been used and angled 
more directly to improve cooling.
The bike is available in two colours – Team 
Yamaha Blue and a limited run of 100 Special 
Edition White models will be available, 
Australian pricing is $12,399 and the bike will 
be available from August 2017. n

Lithium-ion kills the 
kickstarter with 2018 
YZ450F

NEWS TORQUE

Continued >

Want to ride it first?
The 2018 YZ450F will be 
released to the Australian 
media at Coolum MX track, 
Queensland, July 20.
Yamaha is also providing 
customers with a chance to 
test ride the new bike at the 
national launch event.
To register, visit Yamaha’s 
website: www.yamaha-motor.
com.au/2018YZ450Fdemo n

MODEL  
INFO

POWER 
TUNER

http://www.yamaha-motor.com.au/2018YZ450Fdemo
http://www.yamaha-motor.com.au/2018YZ450Fdemo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZdm0g2DKlc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H2Y0exPenP0
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TRIUMPH has been announced as the 
exclusive engine supplier to the FIM Moto2 
World Championship as of the 2019 season.

The three-year contract with Dorna is to supply 
a dedicated, race-tuned 765cc three-cylinder 
engine.

Paul Stroud, Chief Commercial Officer for 
Triumph Motorcycles said it is a “significant 
moment” for Triumph’s history.

“We look forward to a long and thrilling 
relationship with Dorna and the Moto2 teams, 
riders and fans,” Mr Stroud said.

The Moto2 engine is based upon the 765cc 
powerplant in Triumph’s Street Triple RS, with a 
few modifications:

Modified cylinder head with revised inlet and 
exhaust ports for optimised gas flow, titanium 
valves and stiffer valve springs for increased 
rpm, low-output race kit alternator for reduced 
inertia, taller first gear, race-developed ad 
tunable slipper clutch, race ECU (developed 
with Magneti Marelli), revised engine covers 
and a different sump to improve header run.

It has been reported the engine is predicted 
to deliver around 130 horsepower and 80 
Newtons.

Carmelo Ezpeleta, Chief Executive Officer of 
Dorna said he is “very excited to be working 
with one of the world’s most iconic motorcycle 
brands. 

“The Triumph triple engines are renowned for 
their strong, linear power and torque delivery 
and have achieved many successes on the 
track making them the ideal choice for the 
Moto2 Championship.

“We are looking forward to the 2019 season 
and the beginning of a new generation of 
Moto2.”

Herve Poncharal, President of the International 

Road Racing Teams Association said “Moto2 is 
a key category in feeding talent into MotoGP.

“We’re seeing a lot of top riders in MotoGP all 
come through the intermediate category.

“The arrival of Triumph as the sole engine 
supplier and with new ECUs in the intermediate 
class, marks a new era that is sure to prove 
another incredible step in its evolution, making 
it remain the ultimate category on the way to 
MotoGP.”

Moto2 currently uses Honda CBR600 engines 
since replacing the 250 two-stroke class.

The Moto2 class has been criticised for being 
too similar to World Supersport and the gap to 
MotoGP is too big for most riders.

This changes that. n

Hinckley’s Moto2 Triumph
NEWS TORQUE

https://twitter.com/search?q=cycletorque&src=typd
http://instagram.com/cycletorque
http://www.facebook.com/CycleTorque
http://www.youtube.com/user/cycletorquedotcom
http://www.motonational.com.au
http://www.airoh.com
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Yamaha has claimed its first Finke Desert 
Race win in over 30 years with Active8 
Yamalube Yamaha’s Daymon Stokie winning 
the iconic event.

Held in the remote desert of the Northern 
Territory, Stokie completed the two-day race in 
four hours and 11 minutes ahead of Ivan Long 
(Husqvarna) and Luke Hayes (KTM).

The event started well for Stokie, a resident 
of Alice Springs, when he posted the second 
best time in the prologue giving a great starting 
position for the trek down to Finke on day one.

Despite carrying a hand injury from a previous 
endurance event, Stokie gritted his teeth and 
manned-up in the country’s toughest off-road 
race to reach Finke in second place behind 
KTM rider, David Walsh.

Walsh arrived at Finke for the overnight camp 
with a buffer of over five-and-a-half minutes 
over Stokie – despite riding the last 20 
kilometres on a flat rear tyre.

The 27-year-old carpenter certainly looked to 
be on the very cusp or carving his own legend 
into the Finke record books, when a technical 
issue caused his machine to lose power, and 
Walsh’s race was done.

“It’s been an unbelievable couple of days,” 
Stokie said moments after he crossed the finish 
line.

Stokie said the lead-up to the event was 
“tough” on the team with Josh Green 
withdrawing from the race with a mechanical 
issue and Beau Ralston hurting himself earlier 
in May.

“It was a huge relief to get the win and reward 
the team for a massive effort,” he said.

Husqvarna’s Ivan Long made it back to Alice 

three minutes behind Stokie, gaining six 
minutes on the run home.

Long suffered a flat tyre 25 kilometres from the 
start-line on day one which could have cost 
him the win.

Luke Hayes’ goal was to beat his last year’s 
finish of sixth outright, and his confidence 
would have been high with a last-minute 
upgrade to Toby Price’s vacated KTM 500 
EXC-F.

The 22-year-old primary school indigenous 
student assistant exceeded his goal - right onto 
the Finke outright podium.

Hayes said he was “absolutely stoked” to be 
on the podium. 

“It’s been a long time in the making. 

“I was sixth out of Alice 
because Josh Green beat me 
off the start, and left Finke in 
third and came home third.

The run down was pretty wild. 

I was in dust for about 120 
kilometres and I had a handful 
of big moments just fighting 
through it, but the way home 
was much better. 

I had a bit of fresh air in front 
of me and a bit of leeway behind me, so I just 
focussed on stringing together a nice clean run 
and just wanted to make sure I got home safe 
and sound,” he said.

Hayes was followed home by another KTM, the 
450 EXC-F of young Mount Gambier racer Kent 
Collins, who rounded out the 451cc and above 
4T class podium, in the process taking a hugely 
creditable fourth position outright.

Twenty-three-year-old Victorian farmer Nathan 
Trigg used his 2017 KTM 300 EXC to defend 
his 251cc and above 2T class title in the 

boldest possible terms, incredibly winning by 
more than an hour over the KTMs of Benjamin 
Russell and Samuel Handley.

Other KTM class winners included Veterans 45 
Years and Over champion Jamie Harrison, who 
led another KTM trifecta comprising Neil Doyle 
and Adam O’Connor.

In the Masters 35 to 39 Years, Michael Burgess 
triumphed over Anthony Hanlan and Simon 
Drew. n

NEWS TORQUE

2017 Finke Wrap-up

Continued >
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1/47 Prince William Drive, Seven Hills NSW 2147

Phone : 0296743844 • Mobile : 0428223385  
• Fax : 0296743822  

• Email : enquiries@hillsmotorcyclewreckers.com.au  

www.hillsmotorcyclewreckers.com.au

n Unwanted bikes pickup  
n Best service  

n We buy bikes for cash in any condition  
n Blue slip done on premises by appointment.

ABN 71 523 226 982   Dealers Licence NO MD 16001

HILLS  
MOTORCYCLE 

WRECKERS
WRECKING JAPANESE AND EUROPEAN  

BIKES OLD AND NEW MODELS 

A KAWASAKI 1700cc Vulcan 
Vaquero for $25 - where?

Brisan Motorcycles and Kawasaki 
Motors are the major sponsors 
of the Hunter Bikers Raffle for 
Huntington’s NSW where the lucky 
winner will cruise away on this 
$24,499 machine.
The prize includes registration and 
on-road costs.
 The Huntington’s Raffle Campaign 
only has 2500 tickets available, and 
that was as of a couple of weeks 
ago, so there are even less on offer 
now.
Ford Brothers Racing, comprising of Kawasaki-
sponsored road racers 18-year-old Hunter Ford 
and his brother Zane, 15, also are sponsoring 
the raffle campaign.
They will carry signage and logos on their 
machines and support vehicles to help spread 
the word during their racing campaign.
The young brothers contest a variety of 
events including the Australian Superbike 
Championship and in the Australasian Formula 
Extreme Superbike Championship.
The winning ticket will be drawn at this year’s 
Newcastle Toy Run on Sunday, December 3.
 “We are really proud to be sponsoring the 
Huntington NSW major Fundraising Raffle, 
which we are sure will help spread the word 
among our community and raise awareness 
of the disease,” Brisans Motorcycles Dealer 
Principal Clint Davis said.
 “We have been servicing motorcycle 
enthusiasts for over 30 years and we are 

looking forward to seeing the legendary Vulcan 
1700 share a home with its new owner! 
“We thank Kawasaki Motors Australia for 
assisting us with this project.”
You can support this major campaign by 
visiting rafflelink.com.au/hbe4hd17
Brisans Motorcycles supports many national 
and regional charity organisations and events 
such as Camnop Quality and the annual Toy 
Run.
The Hunter Bikers Events Raffle will support 
families impacted by Huntington’s disease.
Huntington’s Disease is an inherited 
progressive neurodegenerative disease 
which impairs cognition, causes issues with 
movement and has associated behavioural 
changes and emotional problems.
For more information check out  
www.huntingtonsnsw.org.au n

Huntington’s Raffle
NEWS TORQUE

enquiries@hillsmotorcyclewreckers.com.au?subject=CycleTorque advert
http://www.hillsmotorcyclewreckers.com.au
http://www.hillsmotorcyclewreckers.com.au
http://rafflelink.com.au/hbe4hd17
http://www.huntingtonsnsw.org.au
https://twitter.com/search?q=cycletorque&src=typd
http://instagram.com/cycletorque
http://www.facebook.com/CycleTorque
http://www.youtube.com/user/cycletorquedotcom
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on the opening lap by 0.8s from Harrison with 
Hutchinson and Michael Dunlop tied for third 
but on the run to Ramsey Hairpin, Harrison was 
1.3s quicker to turn his deficit into a lead of 
0.5s. 

Dunlop was now in third, 0.7s behind Hillier, 
with Hutchinson, Hickman and Conor Cummins 
completing the top six.

The returning crowd favourite Guy Martin on 
the Honda Racing machine was out having 
crashed, fortunately without injury, at Doran’s 
Bend.

Martin did not take part in the Senior TT.

Norton wins team award
Norton was awarded the Motul team award for 
technical excellence at the 2017 Isle of Man TT 
Races fuelled by Monster Energy.

The award, which was created by Motul, is 
decided by the TT Race Management Team, 
which includes Clerk of the Course Gary 
Thompson, Rider Liaison Officers Richard 
Quayle and John Barton and TT Business 
Development Manager Paul Phillips from 
the Isle of Man Government Department of 
Economic Development Motorsport team.

The award was given in recognition of Norton 
Motorcycles being the only team to have 
achieved two top ten finishers in both the RST 
Superbike and PokerStars Senior TT Races.

Brookes also lifted the fastest Mountain Course 
lap by a Norton to 130.883 with Johnson also 
adding another 130mph lap to his record 
during the PokerStars Senior TT. n

Editor RYAN GRUBB

Design & production DIONNE HAGAN  
dee@cycletorque.com.au

Ads, management NIGEL PATERSON

www.cycletorque.com.au   
PO Box 687, Warners Bay, NSW 2282   

Ph (02) 4956 9820   
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Regular contributors: Darryl Flack, Darren Smart, Norman 
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PP255003/04198  ISSN 1441-8789. Cycle Torque is available from bike shops 
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NORTON’s Isle of Man TT Aussie duo, David 
Johnson and Josh Brookes both finished 
inside the top 10 in both the Superbike and 
Senior TT races, June 4-9.

Senior TT
Suzuki’s Michael Dunlop won a shortened 
Senior TT after the race was red-flagged due to 
an incident involving Ian Hutchinson at the 27th 
Milestone.

The Tyco BMW rider suffered a fractured femur 
and had to be taken to hospital by helicopter.

Dunlop took the win by 13.3 seconds from 
Peter Hickman (Smiths Racing BMW) and Dean 
Harrison (Silicone Engineering Kawasaki).

The Senior had a lot to live up to and was off 
to a cracking start with just under two tenths 
separating Hickman and Hutchinson, with 
Harrison just over a second behind in third.

Hutchy’s crash on the second lap meant the 
race had to be restarted.

From there it was Dunlop who lead from go to 
whoa, with one and a half seconds on Bruce 
Anstey (Padgett’s Honda) after one lap.

Dunlop increased his lead to nearly 10 seconds 
coming into the pits with Hickman in second 
and Harrison in third.

Josh Brookes had moved from 12th to eighth 
after the first lap, then to seventh by the time 
he got to the pitstop.

The Aussie Norton team duked it out until the 
finish with Brookes, who lapped at 130.883mph 
fourth time around edging out Johnson.

Superbike race
The Superbike race was won by Ian 
Hutchinson, who took his 16th TT win, five 
seconds ahead of Peter Hickman, while early 
race leader Dean Harrison took third.

Johnson and Brookes finished seventh and 
eighth respectively.

This year’s TT racing has been interesting to 
say the least, with the weather limiting the 
amount of practice.

After the Superbike race, Johnson said on 
Twitter, “Six laps practice on the Norton SG6 
and straight into the race. 

“Finished seventh! Mega-happy with that! 

Finally have some data!”

After a two-years away from the Isle, Brookes 
said he “had the most fun of the people who 
didn’t make the podium.”

The first of the drawcard races was described 
as a thriller – during the last lap Hickman 
reduced the gap to less than two seconds, but 
Hutchinson’s final run over the Mountain on the 
Tyco BMW saw him edge clear from Hickman, 
claiming his maiden TT podium.

There were a few lead changes throughout the 
six-lap race.

James Hillier (JG Speedfit Kawasaki) led at 
Glen Helen 

TT: Aussies Johnson and 
Brookes top-10 finishes;  
Norton wins Motul Team Award

Continued >
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I am writing this column after spending the day riding 
Ducati’s SuperSport S, which if you don’t know, has a host 
of electronic wizardry including an up/down quickshifter, 
three levels of ABS which includes minimising rear wheel 
lift and eight levels of traction control to stop the bike 
getting out of sorts under acceleration.

The bike can also be hooked up to your phone via Ducati’s 
multimedia system and an optional bluetooth dongle so 
that you can take calls, play music and receive message 
notifications all through the bike’s controls and instruments.

Now this is not the first bike to have fancy electronic rider aids, 
smartphone integration or both, but riding the bike provided 
me with an opportunity to look at how we got to this point and 
where things will go from here.

ABS was introduced in 1988 by BMW as an option for its K100 
series. Back then it added 11 kilos to the bike and worked by 
a combination of electronics and hydraulics. It took four years 
before Honda and Yamaha included an ABS system as an 
option on their respective ST1100 and FJ1200 sports-tourers.

The idea of mechanically-linked braking had been around for a 
few years but developments in electronics and ABS really took 
it to the next level. BMW’s Integral ABS linked both brakes to 
the front lever and the rear brake pedal only controlled the rear 
brake. Honda’s Combined ABS system works by the rear pedal 
operating both brakes, while the front lever activates the front 
brake and a secondary master cylinder to engage the rear. In 
2009 Honda’s sportsbikes featured an electronic control unit 
to distribute braking between front and rear. In 2014 Harley-
Davidson equipped its touring models with Reflex Linked ABS, 
its proprietary electronically-linked ABS system which works 
above 30km/h. How does the system know it’s going that fast? 
More electronics, namely wheel speed sensors.

I think the ability to monitor wheel speeds was a key moment 
which leads us to where we are today. If we know how fast the 
wheels are going with electronics, engineers (being engineers) 
must also think about what else they can do with that 
information. We know if the front wheel is travelling slower than 
the back wheel then either the front wheel is in the air or the 
rear has broken traction. When this information is combined 
with plenty of data (through testing, racing and dynamometers), 
electronic fuel-injection systems and ECUs, modern traction 
control is born.

Engineers can also use this data to prevent riders from 
having a ‘moment’ from ever occurring by programming 
varying throttle maps to the ECU, known as rider modes. The 
SuperSport for example has three throttle maps which vary 
the throttle response and one map reduces the bike’s output 
by over 25 per cent. And it isn’t alone, in 2017 just about every 
motorcycle over 100 horsepower will come with some form 
of traction control and numerous rider modes. Some can be 
tailored better than others, and most even use ride-by-wire, 
which is another name for the electronics that open and close 
the throttle bodies, but the basic premise is the same. To 

think we’re really only scratching the surface at this point, now 
things get really interesting and awesome.

High-tech sportsbikes like Yamaha’s latest YZF-R1/R1M 
feature a six-axis inertial measurement unit or IMU which 
provides so much data it’s not funny. It measures pitch 
(front to back), roll (side to side), yaw (left to right), and an 
accelerometer that measures forward-backward, up-down 
and left-right acceleration. This information brings motorcycle 
control to the next level. Not only can it detect things like rear 
wheel lift like Ducati’s SuperSport can, it can also manage or 
prevent rear wheel slide, keep wheelies in check and it even 
opens up the door to ABS braking whilst at lean. What it means 
in the real world is bikes are faster and safer: tucking the front 
end is harder to do, so is a short flight over the highside, and 
you can keep both wheels on the ground more often. And 
within only a few years this technology is starting to funnel 
its way down to cruisers and sports-tourers. Ducati’s XDiavel 
cruiser used a Bosch IMU in 2016 and Kawasaki has updated 
its Ninja 1000 in 2017 with a similar unit.

Quickshifters are another electronic device which have been 
around for a while, but it appears as if 2017 will be a point of 
no return for regular shifting for road bikes. BMW’s Gear Shift 
Assist Pro is available for most of its large capacity bikes, 
Yamaha’s MT-10 features a quickshifter (up only), so does 
Ducati’s 1299 Panigale and the SuperSport S, KTM’s 1290 
road and adventure bikes (up and down) among a host of 
others.

So where do I see things going into the future? Well I think 
smartphones will have a lot to do with it. One look at the KTM 
390 Duke’s TFT display which is smartphone-enabled and you 
realise there’s no turning back. Even in the dirtbike world, 
Yamaha has decided to develop a smartphone and android 
app to replace its proprietary Power Tuner for the YZ450F. The 
ability to change rider modes, throttle maps and traction 
control settings through a device with a better interface than 
the bike’s computer will change the experience significantly. 
Rider modes as we currently know them can be created and 
modified, like the YZ450F, much easier. They can also be 
shared with others.

Maps integration is another biggie, but it requires the 
instruments to either display the route or it needs to be 
integrated as a separate screen somehow. It can also plot 
where and when the electronic rider aids intervened to save 
your bacon.

And when I cast my mind even further ahead to a time when 
this sort of technology is fully rolled-out, the information 
between your bike and the world could even warn other riders 
of what’s ahead. It will know your limit (think back to wheel 
speed sensors and IMUs), know how often you’ve ridden 
that particular stretch (with GPS integration), compare it to 
everyone else, decide how good you are and let you know 
what it thinks the best course of action is.

But whether you decide to obey it or not will always be more 
than half the fun. – Ryan Grubb

EDITORIAL

Zeroes and Ones

SYDNEY | MELBOURNE | BRISBANE | PERTH

indianmotorcycle.com/en-au
1in50.com.au 

INDIAN PROVIDES CUSTOMERS WITH A TEST-RIDE LIKE NO OTHER 
We understand that the perfect way to find the Indian that is right for you is to take it away for a weekend, on us. 
There’s no better way to get to know your prospective partner than to spend time riding the highways, byways 
and back roads of Australia. Really get to know our class-leading range, make an informed decision and find the 
perfect fit. Find out which Indian fits you best. Book a Weekend Escape with your local Indian Motorcycle Dealer, 
we will give you a tank of fuel and a hotel voucher*. 

Now, from the 1st of July until 30th September, 2017, book a weekend escape, buy the bike, and you could have a 
1 in 50 chance of winning the value of your bike back, now that’s good odds. See 1in50.com.au, or visit your local 
participating dealer for more information.

Ch� ce of Winning
the Value of Your 

Bike Back? 1 in 50.

*Available at participating dealers. *Terms and conditions apply. Permit number NSW: LTPS-17-14405

https://www.1in50.com.au
https://www.1in50.com.au
https://www.1in50.com.au
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If it needs a reverse gear, it’s too big. 
Tragic. 

Motorcycling is about minimalism, 
keep it light, keep it fast, keep it looking 
aerodynamic and svelte. Touring bikes, 
which weigh a ton and look like they have 
the barn door bolted to the handlebars are 
too big, too heavy, too much.

Lifting one of the side stand can give 
the average owner a coronary - that’s 
partly because of the weight and partly 
because the only people who can afford 
one just sold off their inner-Sydney rental 
property to fund their retirement, ‘enjoying’ 
themselves riding a whale around the 
country.

And the engine sizes. With a few rare 
exceptions, they are closer to 2 litres than 
one, with either a giant V-twin or a multi up 
to six-cylinders driving an overpriced beast.

You’ll cook in the Australian summer. All 
that bodywork with little or no ventilation, a 
massive engine pumping all that generated 
heat up to bake you until tender, starting 
with your flabby thighs.

God forbid yours ever falls over. You’ll 
never pick it up, even if you have the entire 
Ulysses Club chapter you’re invariably 
riding with able to stop and help. Nope, call 
for a crane.

I’m always shocked at seeing tourers 
towing trailers, for if the kitchen-sink 
swallowing cases and trunk aren’t enough, 
what else do you need?

Hell, I like to tour with a credit card and 
toothbrush, which both fit neatly into my 
leather jacket’s inside pocket.

OK, I admit it’s nice to have a clear and tint 
visor when touring, and I suppose some 
wet weather gear is required, although 
less so than on most bikes, because the 
weather protection of many touring bikes is 
amazing.

If your intimate friend doesn’t ride their 
own bike, the big rear seat on tourers is 
pretty handy if you want company, and 
my experience with them is that they like 
to bring strange-looking guns which blow 
more hot hair then their mouths, for what 
purpose other than putting a helmet on… 
I’ve given up trying to work it out. 

Either way, if you’ve got room for more junk 
in the trunk it’s not a problem for them to 
bring it. 

Being big bikes they often have big tanks 
too, which means a long range, which 
means seeing more of the country, and 
that means more riding, and that’s a good 
thing. Turns out you can really eat the 
miles when you’re not being blasted by 
the breeze, forced to stop for chiropractic 
breaks and fuel every 150km like you are 
on small, lightweight, inexpensive naked 
motorcycles.

And once they are rolling the weight 
disappears, but their stability doesn’t, even 
in a storm. 

So maybe a touring bike is the right thing to 
get out of town on. In fact, I’d say they are 
perfect for too people to see the country 
on, because we all know tourers are terrific.

– Norman Cotton

norman@cycletorque.com.au

U-TURN

Tourers are Tragic

http://www.yamaha-motor.com.au
http://www.yamaha-motor.com.au
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There isn’t a motocross rider worth his or her salt 
that hasn’t had the occasional bad start or early race 
fall where they have been forced to come from the 
back of the pack – here are the short falls of such an 
occasion and the potential fallout.

I will say will all modesty that I am one of those lucky 
buggers who more often than not just happens to 
get good starts and setting the pace at the front of or 
near the front of the pack obviously has its benefits! 
Running the pace of riders near the lead lends itself 
to less surprises as far as dramatic line changes and/
or inconsistent braking marks. In summary, it is no less 
exciting but much safer when you’re up towards the 
front of a pack.

But what happens when that poor start or early crash 
comes into play? Well, when there is championship 
points or prize money at stake it is a minefield of 
emotions and adrenalin and if you have any intestinal 
fortitude it is a time where digging deep and going the 
extra mile is what will ruthlessly drive you from the back 
of the pack right back to where the major points are 
being handed out.

From experience I can tell you that the race from the 
back of the pack towards the front undoubtedly causes 
interludes with multiple slower riders who more often 
than not are innocently having their own race until I arrive 
with absolutely no patience and before you can say ‘ten 
pin bowling’ there is carnage! Some riders accept this 
as part of the learning curve of being one of the slower 
riders while others take umbrage to being moved aside 
or pushed over a berm so the post-race ‘discussion’ can 
at times get quite animated.

For mine, One of the greatest ‘come from behind’ riders 
was Bob ‘Hurricane’ Hannah. Despite the fact that Bob 
had more talent in his little finger than most have in their 
whole bodies he simply couldn’t get out of the gate to 
save his life so to rack-up 70 round wins towards six 
AMA Motocross and Supercross Championships means 
that Hannah passed a lot of riders in his career and 
believe me, he ruffled a lot of feathers long the way.

Over the years there have been a plethora of hard 
charging riders who were forced for one reason or 
another to come from the back of the pack and one of 
them was another American in Kent ‘The Rhinestone 
Cowboy’ Howerton who won the 1976 AMA 500cc 
Motocross Championships on a horrendously 
underpowered Husqvarna 390 and although Kent was 
never known as a dirty rider he was put in a position 
where he had to make a lot of passes stick that year to 
beat the might of the factory Yamaha, Honda, Kawasaki 
and Suzuki riders.

All of the stars of our sport have done it over the years, 
to be a champion one must have the desire to overcome 
adversity and if that means slicing through the pack with 
bent handlebars, broken levers, no goggles or whatever 
damaged was caused in a crash so be it, that is what a 
champion does and screw anyone who gets in the way.

So, what got me on to this subject? Well, it was 
Antonio Cairoli’s sensational ride at the Italian GP at 
Trentino earlier this year. Cairoli won the opening moto 
but crashed in the second corner at the start of moto 
two and after being hit and clipped by several riders 
remounted in 25th position and what happened over the 
next 30 minutes would have brought a tear to Hannah’s 
eyes as Cairoli ruthlessly displaced rider after rider, even 
standing his team mate Jeffrey Herlings up in a corner 
before passing Evgeny Bobryshev on the last lap to win 
the GP. 

Cairoli sums up the ethos of this article right here. “I 
think this is one of my best races, best GPs ever. I hit the 
bank on the first corner and almost crashed into the mud 
but then crashed in the second corner and was hit by a 
lot of people. I was very pissed off that I made a mistake 
and then said ‘I need to put myself on the podium’ - It 
was pretty sketchy in some places but I made it happen.

“When I got to seventh or eighth place I saw the group 
in front and thought it was possible to catch Bobryshev 
for the overall win and kept pushing and pushing and 
making passes. I had some sketchy moments but that is 
part of racing: if you want to win you have to take risks.”

So, if you are in a race and someone comes blasting 
through, yelling and screaming for you to get out of the 
way, don’t get pissed, just race as hard as you see fit 
and understand that it is just part of racing.

– Darren Smart

DIRTY TORQUE

From The Back of the Pack!

Antonio Cairoli

COOCASE TOPCASES AVAILABLE IN 5 MODELS. 

CHOOSE THE FEATURES TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS

* Keyless entry via remote control

* LED brakelights

* Integrated security alarm

* Auto-lock feature

*  Includes quick-release mount for  

existing luggage racks

COOCASE is available from your favourite motorcycle store. For more information about 
COOCASE products visit www.kenma.com.au email: sales@kenma.com.au or if you are 
in QLD, NSW, ACT, VIC, NT, SA or WA phone 02 9484 0777, in Tas ph 03 6339 2770.

THE ULTIMATE 
LUGGAGE  

SOLUTION

http://www.kenma.com.au
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BMW Motorrad

The RR puts you out in front every single metre of the way. ABS Pro 
gives you full control even when braking while banked right over and 

DTC allows for perfect traction. All wrapped up in an impressively 
lightweight sports package. 

So what are you waiting for? Book a test ride at bmwmotorrad.com.au
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bmwmotorradaus
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From the early 1950s, the Pacific Highway was the 
chief thoroughfare north of Sydney, replacing the 
original route via the Wiseman’s Ferry punt that 
opened in 1829. Even then, a trip to Queensland 
was still mind-numbingly long. The introduction 
of the Calga tollway in 1968 did two great things 
for motorcycling. It freed up the Pacific Highway 
between Berowra and Somersby to become northern 
Sydney’s chief racer road haunt, and made a trip to 
Surfers Paradise Raceway a 12-hour drive, and for 
the lead-footed, a sub 10-hour run. Equally, it made 
and Amaroo and Oran Parks a viable weekend race 
option for Queenslanders, cementing the eastern 
seaboard as the competition stronghold of Australia.

It was also a serious engineering triumph, and a major 
piece of public infrastructure that happily remains toll-
free in an era of expensive private toll roads in Sydney, 
Brisbane and Melbourne.

Urged on by the Queensland government, which was 
responsible for the short 100km stretch of Highway 1 
from Brisbane to Tweed Heads, the first fully sealed 
950km version of the Pacific Highway starting at Milson’s 
Point wasn’t completed until 1958. By 1962, the main 
route for the east side shuffle between sin-city and the 
Sunshine state was the most dangerous thoroughfare in 
Australia, claiming more than 400 lives over the previous 
decade. 

On 22 January 1962, the NSW Labor Government 
announced details of a £36 million Sydney-Newcastle 
highway in the lead up to that year’s March 3 election. 
The new route would cut thirty-two kilometres off the 
existing 190km journey between the two cities on the 
Pacific Highway. Roads Minister Pat Hills announced 
the first toll section from north of Sydney at Berowra 
to the Hawkesbury River. The sections at Mount White 
and Calga would take four years to build, along with the 
section from Thomson’s Corner at Hornsby to Calga. It 
would be the first rural expressway built in New South 
Wales. Mr Hills said the toll would be removed fifteen 
years after its commencement. That commitment 
proved remarkably accurate. However, the full Sydney-
Newcastle highway would take several decades to 
complete.

By early 1962, the Heffron Labor government had 
rejected four private proposals that while producing 
shorter travel times were deemed too expensive. 

The government’s plan saw the new highway head 
north-west to Mangrove Mountain then east around to 
Wyong, many miles away from the existing two-lane 
Pacific Highway that snaked through Gosford. The 
government’s plan met with strong opposition from the 
Liberal-Country Party coalition, the Sydney Morning 
Herald and NSW Central Coast interests.

A coalition of Central Coast businessman, industrialists 
and civic leaders calling itself the Sunshine Highway 
Committee pushed for the new highway to be built along 
the edge of the burgeoning coast line to boost tourism 
and new industry. The committee’s idea was a for a 
privately built four-lane highway to run through Gosford, 
Bateau Bay, and The Entrance to the east of Lake 
Macquarie then all the way to Newcastle, cutting thirty-
kilometres off the government’s planned road. 

The Calga tollway was opened on 13 December 1968, 
with the six-lane toll plaza located on the Mooney side 
of Hawkesbury River Bridge, eponymously referred to 
as the ‘Brooklyn Bridge’. The completed Berowra-Calga 
expressway was opened in October 1973 coinciding 
with the opening of Berowra’s fifty cent tollway and the 
closure of the Mooney toll plaza. 

Australian racers who had ventured to the continent 
in the 1950s and 60s reckoned the engineering feat 
of the new expressway rivalled anything they saw in 
Europe. What impressed most were the spectacularly tall 
sandstone cuttings drilled and skilfully blasted through 
thousands of tonnes over many kilometres. To complete 
this stunning effect, two-and-a-half inch crawler track-
mounted drills burrowed down fourteen-feet, and when 
the rock strata was more favourable, 30 feet at a rate 
of one foot a minute. The blast compound was a mix of 
ammonium nitrate and fuel oil, the main charged primed 
by gelignite activated by electric detonators. The steep 
sandstone cuttings remain a spectacular signature of 
the expressway. The project included twenty-two new 
bridges and overpasses. 

What modern-day touring riders consider a boring 
stretch, the new expressway opened up the NSW north 
coast and Queensland to more and more holidaymakers, 
surfers, hippies, drifters, trippers, truckies and 
motorcycle racers – and made the Old Road what it is 
today.

– Darryl Flack

FLACK

THE OLD ROAD

https://www.youtube.com/user/bmwmotorradaus
https://www.facebook.com/bmwmotorradaus
https://instagram.com/bmwmotorradaus/
http://www.bmwmotorrad.com.au
http://www.bmwmotorrad.com.au
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CYCLE TORQUE LAUNCH     2017 KTM 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE S, 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE R AND 1090 ADVENTURE R

Horizon Now

N STORY BY CHRIS PICKETT, PICS BY IKAPTURE AND JEFF CROW

With such a renowned off road heritage, 
KTM has always built harder edged 
adventure bikes than most.



26 I JULY 2017 cycletorque.com.au  cycletorque.com.au JULY 2017 I 27

Having owned the first fuel injected KTM 990 
Adventure and ridden thousands of kilometres 
on newer ones, I expected big things from the 
latest 2017 Adventure range.

Was I disappointed? No, but at the same time I 
wasn’t amazed by the new models either. I guess 
when they have been so good for so long, it was 
going to be hard to build something outrageously 
better.

What has improved over the years is smoother 
fuelling, less vibration, and more reliability from the 
engine. It’s still heavily based on the LC8 engine 
platform but it certainly feels like the 2017 engine 
package is more refined than ever.

The electronics have stepped it up a notch too. For 
me, the 2017 electronics are the best I’ve sampled 
on a KTM. Not perfect, nothing ever is, but it’s 
very close to what buyers want. Nothing overly 
complicated to use and real world settings.

Besides that, each of the bikes ridden at the launch 

are as tough as teak, can handle being bashed 
around, and have the things KTMs are renowned 
for, like power and presence.

1290 Adventure S
This is the KTM for an around Australia trip, solo or 
two up. Want to sample some dirt roads along the 
way, even some tricky stuff? No dramas, it’s a great 
all round machine.

With an engine based on the 1301cc Super Duke 
R donk, it’s no slouch power-wise. It’s been tamed 
somewhat compared to the Super Duke R, losing 
some 30 plus clydesdales along the way, but with 
160 of them available you will be entertained. 
Torque is strong too, 140 Nm of it, with nearly 
110 at 2500 RPM. You can play with the gearbox 
if you want, but you can be lazy too. I did expect 
power to come in a little stronger at low revs, with 
a real kick in the pants from around 5000 rpm. Did 
I expect too much? Probably. After riding a 1290 

Super Duke R ‘around the block’ more than a few 
times that’s what I was expecting from the Super 
Adventure S.

It’s got a quirky twin spark plug arrangement, two 
different sizes in each head, apparently aimed at 
better combustion for more power, lower emissions 
and less fuel usage. There might be something in 
that…

Here’s a few interesting points of the 2017 engine. 
Its pistons are 3mm larger in diameter than the 
previous model 1190 Adventure but they’re lighter, 
have shorter skirts, and are Grafal coated for less 
friction and more durability.

Compared to the 1190, the crankshaft is lighter and 
has a better web design, not exactly knife-edged 
or anything but it will carve through its arc with 
using less power. This adds up to better throttle 
response. We all love better throttle response.

Big twins like nothing better than locking up 
their rear wheel when the rider gets a little happy 

changing down the gears, especially on dirt. That’s 
where the good old slipper clutch comes to the 
fore. The one fitted to the 1290 Super Adventure 
S is superb (it’s the same in each of the Adventure 
models), and besides releasing the clutch plates 
slightly when you’ve gone down one gear too 
many, it works the opposite way, providing ‘grip’ 
under hard acceleration by forcing the plates 
together for better drive. This allows for the use of 
lighter clutch springs. No longer will you see KTM 
Adventure riders with Popeye-esque left arms. 
All bikes I rode on the launch had the optional 
quickshifter which works up and down. Cruising or 
charging, the quickshifter was hard to fault.

Styling is a funny thing with adventure bikes. If it’s 
a café racer it has to look ‘right’. An adventure bike 
can look as ugly as sin as long as it’s good at its 
job. I’m not saying the Super Adventure is an ugly 
step-sister but it’s no glamour either. The biggest 
styling change is the LED headlight set-up. They 
have a funky look to them, and on closer inspection 
you can see there are two separate sides to the 
light set up, with an air gap between them directing 
air to the alloy bracket holding the lights to the 
bike. LEDs can generate quite a bit of heat and the 
alloy bracket also acts as a heat sink. We all need 
to know exactly where we are going when cranked 
over, knee on the deck, throttle pinned to the 
stop (maybe at the Isle of Man Picko… Ed.), and 
that’s why there are cornering lights on the Super 
Adventures. They even work at reduced angles 
of lean, like I achieved on the launch. The bottom 
three LED lights on either side of the twin beams 
are the cornering lights. Great in tighter turns but 
I’m assuming when you are cranked over at high 
speed in the dark, you won’t be looking where 
these cornering beams are pointed. Nice touch 
though.

There’s loads of electronic trickery on this bike too. 
What stood out for me was the active suspension 
which works sublimely. It’s when you ride a bike 
without it back to back you realise how good it 
really is. Top points KTM. I also liked the idea of 
cornering ABS – although I wasn’t brave enough 
to really test it out. There’s lean angle sensitive 
traction control and tyre pressure monitors too 
which are practical safety features. 

KTM has a good handle on what riders want and 
has tweaked 

Continued >

CYCLE TORQUE LAUNCH     2017 KTM 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE S, 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE R AND 1090 ADVENTURE R

1290 SUPER ADVENTURE R 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE S



28 I JULY 2017 cycletorque.com.au  cycletorque.com.au JULY 2017 I 29

hospital. It’s easy to dismiss this bike as over the 
top but when you see great riders showing what 
it’s capable of off-road you realise how good it is. I 
see this bike as the perfect tool for outback touring, 
when the road from Bourke to Broken Hill has 200 
kilometres of dirt then a bike like this is what you 
want to be on.

It’s harder-edged than its S sibling. Gone are the 
cast alloy wheels, replaced with spoked rims and a 
larger diameter front wheel. The active suspension 
is also gone, with manually adjustable WP forks 
and shock. It has most of the electronic rider aids 
as the S but with some differences in riding modes, 
like the Off-road mode which allows more slippage 
on loose surfaces and less interference from the 
ABS. It also has a tyre pressure monitor, rare for 
bikes with spoked wheels, and this is displayed 
proud on the dash. Like the S you can tailor the TFT 
display to what is most important to you.

Unfortunately time delays on the launch lessened 
our off-road time with the 1290 Super Adventure 
R. At one stage I found myself on a 1300cc
motorcycle, in the bush, at night with tinted
goggles. Not a good combination, but I survived
long enough to see a well-‘known’ motorcycle
journalist let the 1290 get away from him and
end up like a crab on his back in the middle of a
massive mud puddle. It was night, it was under
10 degrees, and it was as funny as f*$k. It was the
closest I came to crashing the 1290 on the dirt.

Once we got out of the bush and back on tar 
I worked out pretty quickly the 1290 Super 
Adventure R is a pretty good road bike as well. Of 
course the spoked wheels and more importantly 
the off road tyres restrict any road racing ideas 
you have but the engine, being the same as the S 
model is a gem. KTM has really sorted the fuelling 
issues some of the earlier bikes had.

the riding modes to suit. There’s not 
too many of them, and the traction 
control settings interact with the 
riding modes. KTM’s got this pretty-
well nailed.

An optional Travel Pack is available, 
which includes numerous technical 
add ons, including Motor Slip 
Regulation, which works opposite 
to the Traction Control. Where you 
slam it down the gears enough for 
a compression lock-up, the ride 
by wire system opens the throttle 
slightly to prevent this, working as 
a pseudo slipper clutch you might 
say. But it has a slipper clutch so it’s 
a bit confusing. In practice it comes 
in handy under engine braking: if the 
rider releases the throttle abruptly 
on slippery asphalt, or if the clutch 
meshes too quickly.

Hill Hold Control is another part of 
the Travel Pack, and it’s great for hill 
starts especially two up and loaded 
to the hilt. I wasn’t a lover of it to 
be honest, requiring more throttle 
than usually needed at take-off to 
overcome the HHC. I get the idea 
though, just didn’t like the feel of it. 
Smaller riders might disagree with 
me on this.

You can also plug your phone into a 
neat little pouch, with a connection 
to charge your phone along the way. 
KTM’s ‘My Ride’ works with your 
phone to take calls and play music, 
and this is all controlled via the TFT 
display, so you can keep your hands on the ’bars 
while you’re doing it.

On the road the 1290 Super Adventure S is a 
delight. It’s extremely comfortable, as you would 
expect, and is fast. It’s made for Australian country 
roads, can traverse vast distances on rough roads 
fast and with ease. When you want to ride it hard, 
no dramas, it’s up for it too.

Factory accessories abound for this bike, from 
touring panniers to Akrapovič mufflers. Our test 

bikes had the Akrapovic slip-ons and sounded 
fantastic.

I got on really well with this bike. I have history with 
big-bore Kato adventure bikes and this is easily 
the best I’ve ridden yet, when it comes to the more 
road-biased ones.

1290 Super Adventure R
How many people need 1290cc dirt bikes? Not me 
that’s for sure, it would just be a quicker trip the 
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1090 Adventure R
Now this bike is designed for 
hard-core off-roaders than 
either of the two 1290 models. 
Engine wise it has many of the 
updates as the 1290 engine, 
but being smaller in capacity 
it likes to rev more.

It has less power, 125 horses 
to be precise, and of course 
torque is down compared to 
the bigger engine.

That’s fine, it’s not designed 
for sustained high speed.

For suspension it’s WP all 
the way, and the forks and 
shock are not dissimilar to 
what’s on the big-bore enduro 
machines. There’s 220mm of 
travel from both the 48mm 
upside down forks and the 
PDS shock and they are both 
fully-adjustable.

It has less electronics than the bigger-capacity 
models, and that suits this bike, but there is a multi-
mode ABS set-up and riding modes, including Off-
road mode. They all interact with each other and 
can be turned off if you’re more gung-ho than the 
next rider.

Even though it’s more off-road oriented, it’s nearly 
as comfy as the 1290 models. It also has an 
adjustable screen, albeit smaller, and it has the 
older style dash, which is fine to use.

I guess you could say it has less of everything, but 
in the case of this bike, less is more when it comes 
to serious off-road riding.

KTM Powerparts has a plethora of accessories 
for this model, turning it into a serious off-road 
adventure tourer. Bash-plates, hard panniers, 
touring screen, auxiliary lights and so on.

This is the KTM adventure bike you’ll take to the 
places you might be afraid taking the 1290 Super 
Adventure.

On face value having three big-capacity adventure 
bikes from the one manufacturer is a bit of overkill 
but not in this case. In my mind KTM has designed 
each bike distinctly for different purposes. Yes 
there’s cross-over, and yes each bike could nearly 
go to the same places as each other if you are 
talented enough or were prepared to go through 
back tyres with gay abandon.

I have no favourite out of the three because of 
these differences. It comes down to where you 
want to ride most dictating which bike out of the 
three you bought, not what each bike has to offer 
on the tech sheet. n
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1090 ADVENTURE R

SPECIFICATIONS: 

2017 KTM 1090 ADVENTURE R (1290 R) 
[1290 S]

 ENGINE: Liquid-cooled V-twin

 CAPACITY: 1050cc (1301cc) [1301cc]

 TRANSMISSION: Six-speed

 DRIVE TYPE: Chain drive

 FUEL CAPACITY: 23 litres

 FRAME TYPE: Trellis

 SEAT HEIGHT: 890mm [860mm]

 WEIGHT: 207kg (217kg) [215kg] Dry

 FRONT SUSPENSION:  WP 48mm upside-down 
forks 220mm travel [semi-active]

 REAR SUSPENSION: WP PDS monoshock 
220mm travel [semi-active]

 FRONT BRAKES: 2x 320mm disc with 
Brembo four-piston radial fixed caliper

 REAR BRAKES: Single 267mm disc with 
Brembo two-piston fixed caliper

 TYRES: Continental TKC 80s Front: 90/90-21; 
Rear: 150/70-18; (Continental TKC 80s Front: 
90/90-21; Rear: 150/70-18);  
[Pirelli Scorpion Trail IIs Front: 120/70-19; 
Rear: 170/60-17]

 PRICE: $19,955 plus on-roads ($25,995 plus 
on-roads)  
[$23,995 plus on-roads]

1090 ADVENTURE R

1290 SUPER ADVENTURE S

1290 SUPER ADVENTURE R

CALL FOR A QUOTE

1800 24 34 64
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1290 SUPER ADVENTURE S

1290 SUPER ADVENTURE R

Gallery
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CYCLE TORQUE LAUNCH     TRIUMPH THRUXTON R

Worth the wait?
N STORY BY CHRIS PICKETT, PHOTOS FROM TRIUMPH

This is the ‘classic’ bike Triumph should have  
been building for years.
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I first saw Triumph’s Thruxton R at the 2015 
Sydney Motorcycle Show. It transfixed and 
enticed me more than any other bike there. I 
was gobsmacked to be honest. In the flesh the 
bike was simply beautiful and the little touches 
like the throttle bodies made to look like Amal 
carbs set this bike apart from many other modern 
classics.

The closest bike in pure beauty at the same show 
was Norton’s newish Commando. Itself a great bike, 
not perfect or course, but in the flesh it was equally 
as gorgeous as the Thruxton. What the Triumph 
promised was mass production refinery, and that’s 
something the Norton has been unable to deliver. 

Please don’t think I’m picking on the Norton, I’m 
not, but it is the closest competitor to the Thruxton 
in my mind at least. No doubt some buyers will 
look between the two. Pricing for the Thruxton R 
is $21,100, $18,700 for the base Thruxton 1200, 
and $18,900 for the Thruxton 1200 in the premium 
Metallic White. It does look very nice in white too.

History
Thruxton. It’s a pretty famous name. Triumph isn’t 
the only British manufacturer to use it for one of 
their models. Velocette also used it, but that hardly 
matters anymore seeing they went bust eons ago 

(although a comeback of-sorts was seen at this 
year’s International Festival of Speed. Ed). The last 
real ‘moment’ for a Triumph Thruxton was in 1969 
when former ‘Ton Up Boy’ turned racer Malcolm 
Uphill did the first ever 100mp/h lap for a production 
bike, on a Bonneville Thruxton. Impressive stuff.

Triumph’s new-era Thruxton was released in 2003, 
using the same engine as the Bonnevilles. The model 
has been updated sparingly in the ensuing years, but 
was always a sub 900cc parallel twin. For 2016 the 
engine is all-new, not much bigger in actual physical 
size but way bigger in capacity, now 1200cc. It also 
has a whole new look. The outgoing Thruxton was a 
pretty bike, the new one even more so.

Engine
This engine is shared by the new T120 Bonneville 
and the Thruxton. The Bonnie’s engine has been 
retuned for a bit more torque at the expense of a 
little top end, while the Thruxton and the R have the 
same power output. The main changes between the 
Thruxton and the R are in the suspension and some 
electronics. Just as a comparison, the Thruxton has 
a massive 62 per cent increase in torque over the old 
Bonnie engined machines.

I really didn’t know what to expect with the new 
1200cc engine. I had earlier ridden the Street Twin 
and loved it, with more torque the engine was way 
better on the road than the outgoing Bonnie engine. 
With 1200cc I expected the new big bore donk to 
have way more power again. It does but probably 
not as much as I expected. I wasn’t disappointed, as 
it has plenty or usable power and good torque, it’s 
just that a modern 1200cc engine usually has 140 
plus horsepower these days. A sign of the times I 
guess. But really, that’s not what this bike is about, 
and I’m glad Triumph didn’t build an engine like that 
for this bike.They have other models for that like the 
Speed Triple, but the top speed of the new Thruxton 
is 220 km/h or thereabouts, so it’s fast enough…

It’s hard to compare the old engine to the new, as 
it’s pretty much all-new. There’s no engineering 
inside the cases that’s going to be used by NASA for 
the next Mars landing. It’s all regular stuff. Liquid-
cooling brings it into the 21st century, and I really 
like how Triumph has hidden the radiator in plain 
sight between the frame downtubes.

Triumph has resisted trying to make the Thruxton 
R something it’s not, by adding a plethora of 
electronics. There are three Rider Modes, Rain, Road 
and Sport. Ride-by-wire controls this, with Road 
Mode having a more direct throttle response than 
Rain Mode, and Sports Mode more direct again. 
Traction Control is there too, and has one setting 
across the range of modes. It is switchable, ABS 
works the same. Riding Modes can be changed on 
the fly but TC and ABS can only be switched when 
stationary. If you must know, it does nice wheel 
stands with traction control turned off. The only thing 
I did’t like was all settings return to standard if you 
switch the bike off. So it’s Road Mode, traction ABS 
on every time you kick her in the guts. I get that it’s 

Continued >
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a safety feature but what’s the point of being able to 
change them if they reset to standard? Most riders 
will get sick of changing modes every time so my 
money says they won’t play around with it after the 
new car smell wears off. If I owned the bike, I’d want 
the settings to stay where I’d last had them.

On the road, the bike has good acceleration, and is 
quite flexible. Top gear is a an overdrive but doesn’t 
mind being lugged in 6th if you are a bit lazy at 
times. Redline is around 8000 rpm and it will rev 
right through that before hitting the limiter. There’s 
no benefit to doing that, power drops off about 7500 
rpm. Overall impressions are of a very usable engine 
with more than enough grunt and top end for a bike 
in this market sector. I preferred Sports Mode over 
Road Mode, it had good initial throttle action without 
being twitchy, or too direct.

Chassis
With a tubular steel frame and a basic alloy 
swingarm there’s nothing spectacular about the 
chassis of the R, on paper at least. Fully-adjustable 
suspension is used front and rear, not cutting edge 
stuff but pretty good all the same. Showa Big Piston 
Forks are used and it’s hard to fault them, both on 
the road and the track. Twin Öhlins shocks are used, 
and these don’t have the level of adjustability as 
the forks. On country roads the sports suspension 
performed admirably well, soaking up most things 
without slamming the rider too hard. Big bumps 
in the road went right through to the keeper but 
generally it was all very amicable between the rider 
and the Thruxton R’s suspension. On the track they 
performed very well. Faster riders chose to up the 
compression damping which made them firmer and 
raised the rear ever so slightly, improving ground 

clearance along the way. The only part 
that touched down for me were the 
footpegs, and that was on the track not 
the road. All good, and to be expected 
seeing the riding position is very rider 
friendly. Triumph nailed the riding 
position, it suited me to a tee.

Brakes were great too, and once again well suited 
to the type of bike this is. The racing-spec Brembo 
Monobloc callipers had more than enough feel and 
power for me. There are stronger brakes on the 
market, Brembo included, but they would be overkill 
on the Thruxton.

Styling
I mentioned the Amal-lookalike throttle bodies and 
how nice a touch they are. The rest of the bike is 
a credit to Triumph’s designers too. The upswept 
pipes, the lines of the tank and seat, the Monza 
fuel cap, the wide 17-inch wire wheels and the 
instrument binnacle. All gorgeous. The Race Kit 
fairing is even more-so. Mmmm, now that is one 
sweet looking package. It’s part of a kit which comes 
with clip-on handlebars but you can also use the 
inch or so higher standard Thruxton handlebars as 
well.

Competition Kit
This comes with big bore headers with no catalytic 

converter. These are continued into race slip-on 
mufflers. Backing this up are washable air filters, 
‘fruitier’ cams, and the clip-ons for that ‘racer’ 
crouch. All for closed circuit competition mind you… 
Yeah right! 

There’s a heap of accessories as well, like the fairing 
kit I mentioned, but also luggage, bling and so on. In 
fully-kitted form with the loud pipes, the fairing, small 
bar end mirrors and so on, this bike has to be one of 
the sweetest looking at the moment.

As tested none of the bikes had pillion footpegs 
or a pillion-friendly seat but you can get those as 
accessories so don’t fear if your other half wants in.

On Track
Even though the Thruxton R isn’t a sportsbike per-
se, it is a very good track tool. We had access to 
a go kart style track, one more free-flowing than 
a regular kart track (but it wasn’t Phillip Island if 
you get my drift). There were tight corners and fast 
flowing ones, a good test for the track capabilities 
of the bike. I was impressed to say the least, and 
you could have a real lot of fun at a track day on the 

Continued >
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Thruxton R. With the Pirelli Diablo Rossa Corsa tyres 
there was plenty of grip on hand too.

I even managed a track outing on the standard 
Thruxton which has basic unadjustable forks and 
shocks. It doesn’t have the Sports Mode either. I 
was well impressed, amazed at how good it was on 
the track really. It had Pirelli Angel ST tyres on and 
the whole package was a surprise packet on the 
track. It was so good it’s probably the one I’d buy as 
it would be a bit more compliant on the road…

My Verdict
I had high hopes for the Thruxton and its R version. 
I’m happy to say they lived up to them too. Here 
is a bike with the right amount of retro café racer 
style to suit everyone’s tastes, and the power and 
handling more than match its style. It backs up what 
it promises, and that’s something not every modern 
retro café racer can boast. n

Continued >

SPECIFICATIONS: 

TRIUMPH THRUXTON R

 ENGINE: Liquid-cooled parallel-twin, four-
valves per cylinder

 CAPACITY: 1200cc

 TRANSMISSION: Six-speed

 DRIVE TYPE: Chain drive

 FUEL CAPACITY: 14.5L

 FRAME TYPE: Tubular steel cradle

 SEAT HEIGHT: 810mm

 WEIGHT: 179kg Wet

 FRONT SUSPENSION: Showa 43mm USD big 
piston forks, fully-adjustable

 REAR SUSPENSION: Öhlins twin shocks, 
fully-adjustable

 BRAKES: Front: twin 310mm floating discs 
with four-piston Brembo monobloc calipers. 
ABS. Rear: 220mm disc with single-piston 
Nissin floating calliper. ABS.

 TYRES: F: 120/70 ZR17; R: 160/60 ZR17

 PRICE: $21,100 plus on-roads 

CALL FOR A QUOTE

1800 24 34 64

WATCH
VIDEO NOW

Continued >

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWNHvlVyb9k
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FOR 

STOPPING 
MAXIMUM

POWER
BRAKE LINES BRAKE PADS BRAKE DISCS

JohnStamnas.com   (07) 5447 7411

CYCLE TORQUE LAUNCH     TRIUMPH THRUXTON R

http://JohnStamnas.com
http://JohnStamnas.com
http://JohnStamnas.com
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QUAD TORQUE

Yamaha Motor Australia has announced the appointment of Getabout Training 
Services as operator of YASSI – Yamaha’s ATV and SSV safety-arm, June 8.

YASSI can certify users in the safe operation of ATVs and SSVs and offers training to all ATV 
and SSV operators.

Getabout Training is 
a registered training 
organisation which has 
been running ATV and 
SSV training courses for 
a number of years, with 
training facilities and 
contractors in each state.

Spokesperson for Yamaha, 
Denis Roberts said the 
appointment is aimed at 
expanding ATV and SSV 
training nation-wide. “ATV 
and SSV training is crucial 
to ensure the safe operation 
of these vehicles. “Our aim is to make skills training available to all ATV and SSV users 
across the country – and not just on Yamahas.”Getabout Training already has six qualified 
trainers nation-wide and plan for all their existing 42 registered trainers to deliver high quality 
ATV and SSV training. “We want every customer to have access to a high standard of 
training,” Mr Roberts said.

General Manager of Getabout Training, Carl Eggenhuizen said the biggest challenge 
to overcome is making the training “more accessible” to those who operate in remote 
locations.

ATV and SSV users who mostly access training are from larger companies and corporate 
farms who are required to comply with safe work regulations. This group is easy to address. 
But many individual farmers who either don’t have the time or don’t see the value in ATV 
training are much harder to reach. n

Yamaha’s new ATV safety 
course operator

https://twitter.com/search?q=cycletorque&src=typd
http://instagram.com/cycletorque
http://www.facebook.com/CycleTorque
http://www.youtube.com/user/cycletorquedotcom
http://www.solinvictus.com.au
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HONDA RELEASES 
‘INTELLIGENT’ SXS
Honda has recently announced the 
release of an ‘intelligent’ Pioneer 
1000-3 LE.

The Pioneer LE is a limited edition 
model and is the first SXS to feature 
an ‘I-4WD system (intelligent four-
wheel drive) which offers brake 
traction control, hill-start assist, 
electronic brake force distribution 
and combines four-wheel drive 
and diff-lock functions into a single 
selection mode.

The brake traction control system is 
used to manage the amount of slip 
between left and right front wheels, 
applying torque to the wheel with 
greater grip which reduces steer effort and kickback compared to standard diff-lock.

Hill-start assist momentarily holds the brake while transitioning to the accelerator from a 
dead stop on an incline and automatically optimises brake force distribution between the 
front and rear brakes while coming to a stop.

The I-4WD system claims to have excellent traction on a wide range of challenging surfaces.

The machine is powered by a 999cc parallel-twin engine which appears to be similar to 
the dual clutch/automatic variant of Africa Twin, with the Pioneer also receiving the DCT 
technology.

The Pioneer features a sport mode switch, manual paddle shifters and a new memory 
function that retains the last transmission mode after engaging reverse.

In automatic mode, the driver can override the gear selection at any time by using the 
paddle shifters.

The selected gear will be maintained for several seconds before the transmission seamlessly 
reverts to fully automatic shifting.

The model is now available at Honda dealerships around the country. n
335 PACIFIC HIGHWAY, ARTARMON NSW 2064

PHONE: (02) 9439 3549  WWW.CYCLECO.NET.AU

NORTHSIDEMOTORCYCLES

NEW 
SPEED 
TRIPLE

FINANCE AVAILABLE I TRADE-INS WELCOME

https://twitter.com/search?q=cycletorque&src=typd
http://instagram.com/cycletorque
http://www.facebook.com/CycleTorque
http://www.youtube.com/user/cycletorquedotcom
www.cycleco.net.au
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Harley-Davidson celebrates 
100 years in Australia

Continued >
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A huge ride, parties and 
meeting the faithful was 
the way Harley-Davidson 
celebrated 100 years of 
the brand Down Under…

Continued >

WATCH
VIDEO NOW

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DBymVyptwsU&feature=youtu.be
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Australians don’t really need an excuse to 
throw parties, so Harley-Davidson Australia 
and its dealer network decided to throw a 
few to celebrate 100 years of the brand in 
Oz.

Way back in 1917 Arthur Davidson set sail 
for the other side of the world in an effort to 
take Harley-Davidson to the fledgling nation 
of Australia, and in the process partnered with 
Morgan and Wacker Motorcycles in Brisbane.

The rest, they say, is history, with Morgan and 
Wacker being the Queensland importer for 
decades, right up until Harley-Davidson set up 
its local office, and the shop remains a Motor 
Company retailer to this day.

Bill Davidson’s parents, grandparents and great 
uncles were involved in the establishment, 
development and growth of Harley-Davidson, 
with his Dad Willie G. being the main man 
behind the brand’s revival in the 1980s after 
tough times of the 1960s and ‘70s, and he 
came out to celebrate the milestone.

“Not many people realise that Harley-Davidson 
opened its doors in Australia just fourteen years 
after launching in the United States, so the 
100 year anniversary this month is one to be 
celebrated,” Mr Davidson said before the ride.

“I’m so excited to join the ride from Sydney 
to Melbourne and experience the epic riding 
conditions Australia is famous for. I’m also 
looking forward to meeting some of the people 
who’ve made Harley-Davidson feel so at home 
here the past 100 years. The spirit of the riding 
community is just as strong here as it is in the 
US,” Mr Davidson said. 

Since that time Harley-Davidson has pretty-well 
gone from strength to strength, with Harley-
Davidson Australia in particular doing very well 
- we are the brand’s biggest export market, 
buying more Harleys than Canada, Japan or 
even Germany.

The festivities began at Morgan and Wacker 
Motorcycles in Brisbane with an evening party 
for the faithful. The following morning was the 
Street Party where everyone was welcome 
before the 100th Anniversary ride commenced.

Harley-Davidson invited Cycle Torque to ride 
part of the 100th celebration ride down the East 

Continued >
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Coast of Australia, a ride from Brisbane to 
Melbourne via Sydney and Canberra. A mix 
of celebrities, journalists, dealers, H-D staff 
and HOG members mostly did sections of 
the trip to enjoy that unique camaraderie 
almost unique to Harley-Davidson.

Nigel Keough, Managing Director of Harley 
Australia said “Australians have an in-built 
sense of freedom and adventure. Couple 
this with the ideal riding conditions our 
country offers, and we have fostered a loyal 
and close-knit community of committed 
motorcycle enthusiasts. Our fans range from 
16 to 88 years old, from kids, racers, school 
teachers, small business owners, movie 
stars to CEOs, and celebrating our 100 
years would not be possible without them.”

As part of the 100-year celebrations, Harley-
Davidson has partnered with Cure Brain 
Cancer Foundation, to help those suffering 
from the debilitating disease Live Their 
Legend. The program will see two patients 
from the Foundation ride with Bill Davidson 
and the Harley-Davidson group from Sydney 
to Melbourne, to help raise awareness and 
funds for brain cancer research. At the 
conclusion of the ride, Harley-Davidson 
Australia and Harley-Heaven in Melbourne 
will donate $100,000 to the Foundation to 
help fund further research of such a brutal 
disease.

– Nigel Paterson

Continued >
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Continued >
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FIND THE MODEL YOU WANT TO RIDE ONLINE AT:
kawasaki.com.au/test-ride-locator

Contact your Kawasaki dealership to book in a test ride. Test Ride availability and procedure varies at each Kawasaki dealership. Information on individual models available through www.kawasaki.com.au

Hip and safe
Oxford is out with the Kickback: a plaid and reinforced long-sleeve biker 
shirt.
The UK-based company’s design team created the Kickback to not only 
offer protection, but offer plenty of style both on and off the bike.
It’s made of durable, heavy weight cotton, with a water-resistant coating 
and get this – the Kickback is also Kevlar-lined. 
Beauty!

Price $109.95
Get them from: Better bike shops
More info: ficeda.com.au

C Y C L E T O R Q U E . C O M . A U

CYCLE TORQUE   BIKE STUFF

http://www.kawasaki.com.au
http://www.kawasaki.com.au
http://www.kawasaki.com.au
http://www.kawasaki.com.au
http://ficeda.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/CycleTorque
http://www.youtube.com/user/cycletorquedotcom
https://twitter.com/search?q=cycletorque&src=typd
http://instagram.com/cycletorque
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Rain rain go 
away
NELSON-RIGG’s new two-piece Aston 
rainsuit features tough polyester outer 
shell with PVC backing as well as a 
breathable mesh inner lining including 
fully lined sleeves. Three large waterproof 
outer pockets and additional waterproof 
zippered mesh pocket that can be used 
as a vent. Also features soft corduroy 
inner collar with hood and comfort stretch 
waist belt adjusters and velcro adjustable cuffs. 
Heat resistant material is also a good idea. S-4XL.

Price $139.95
Get them from: Good bike shops
More info: http://www.linkint.com.au/
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http://www.linkint.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/CycleTorque
http://www.youtube.com/user/cycletorquedotcom
https://twitter.com/search?q=cycletorque&src=typd
http://instagram.com/cycletorque
http://www.wemoto.com.au/
http://www.wemoto.com.au/
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• 9 Buckingham Dr Wangara - p 08 9409 2330 
• 237 Great Eastern Highway Midland - 08 p 9250 2522

We provide a one- stop shop for all your motorcycle, 
mule and ATV needs. Have a browse through our 
Virtual Used Bikes Showroom, which displays a cross 
section of our stock - approx 160 bikes on the floor.

We proudly and professionally service later model 
bikes in our onsite service facilities. All types of service 
is covered including fitting tyres. We carry a full range 
of accessories and spare parts. We also have a loan 
bike service to keep you mobile.

w w w . m a c k 1 . c o m . a u

www.mack1.com.au

MRB 2253 D/L 19719

TWO LARGE STORE LOCATIONS
• 9 Buckingham Dr Wangara - p 08 9409 2330

• 237 Great Eastern Highway Midland - p 08 9250 2522

We provide a one- stop shop for all your motorcycle, 
mule, ATV & jet ski needs. Have a browse through our 
Virtual Used Bikes Showroom, which displays a cross 

section of our stock - approx 160 bikes on the floor.
See our professional team of technicians for all your 

service needs. We carry a full range of 
accessories, tyres and spare 

parts. We also have a loan 
bike service to keep you 

mobile.Go everywhere bags
Did you know Nelson-Rigg’s Adventure Deluxe Dry bags come with a lifetime 
warranty?
The Adventure Deluxe Dry bags are made from durable tarpaulin PVC with the 
outer layer treated to prevent slipping or marking.
The seams are electronically heat-welded and its air-tight roll closure guarantees 
no water will get in.
The bags mount to your bike securely either across or along the seat or tail section 
with quick release cam buckles and nylon webbing, and strong D-rings allow you 
to attach even more stuff.

Price Medium (39L): $119; Large (72L): $159
Get them from: The best bike shops in Oz
More info: http://www.linkint.com.au/
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http://www.mack1.com.au
http://www.mack1.com.au
http://www.linkint.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/CycleTorque
http://www.youtube.com/user/cycletorquedotcom
https://twitter.com/search?q=cycletorque&src=typd
http://instagram.com/cycletorque
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EKS-S MX  
goggles
EKS is out with a new MX goggle for the 
Australian Market, with its EKS-S the latest 
product in their arsenal of clear vision goggles.
The new goggle incorporates EKS’ Go-X frame, 
with the addition of a ‘fit force’ outrigger system along 
with a detachable nose guard and improved ventilation.
Four lens channel restraint tabs have been added to the flexible frame to 
help reduce lens recoil, while the 4 layer, 17mm thick face foam ensures 
that sweat is wicked away well before it get to your eyes.
There’s eleven crazy colour combinations from the brightest of 
florescent to good old-fashioned black.

Price $89.95
Get them from: Better bike shops
More info: ficeda.com.au

C Y C L E T O R Q U E . C O M . A U
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Affordable Media which doesn’t Suck.

02 4956 9825
www.adrenalinimages.com.au

Adrenalin Images, the name behind Cycle 
Torque’s TV show, can create everything 
from press releases to photography to video 
productions for your business.

From individual product shoots at our studios 
to on-site video productions, talk to the guys 
who know bikes, cameras and media.

Adrenalin Images

Who will 
tell your 
story?

WORDS PHOTOGRAPHY VIDEO

http://ficeda.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/CycleTorque
http://www.youtube.com/user/cycletorquedotcom
https://twitter.com/search?q=cycletorque&src=typd
http://instagram.com/cycletorque
http://www.adrenalinimages.com.au
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Winter time really tests out your gloves - you 
need warmth, waterproofing, comfort and 
protection, hopefully without too much bulk.
Five Gloves produces a huge range of gloves, 
but are probably best known for its racing gloves, 
which have an incredible range of features to 
provide feel at the controls with protection in the 
event of a crash.
Five has taken that philosophy to winter streets with 
the GT2 WP ‘Grand Touring’ glove – it’s designed 
to still offer heaps of protection and feel, but also 
warmth and waterproofing.
When the GT2 WPs arrived in the Cycle Torque 
office I tried one on, then took the pair and hid 
them away from the likes of Pickett, who has a 
habit of stealing winter gloves… although I admit 
I did feel bad when he came back from KTM 
Adventure launch telling me he had to borrow some 
motocross gloves to squeeze under the adventure 
gloves he’d taken on the trip, it was so cold…
In contrast, I’ve just come back from the launch 
of the Royal Enfield Himalayan where the GT2 
WP gloves performed admirably. Not only did the 
Thinsulate lining help keep the cold out, the double 
strap closure around the wrist means you can tuck 
the gloves under your jacket, or over. Most winter 
gauntlets want to go over your jacket sleeve, which 
is a hassle on some bulky winter jackets.
I was a little surprised when I started researching this article Five actually markets 
these gloves as touring rather than winter - there’s a range of Five winter gloves, 
which I presume might actually be even warmer than the GT2 WPs. If you’re hard-
core or live in a really cold climate you might need something even warmer than the 
GT2 WPs, but I think for the vast majority of Australian riders these gloves will be 
warm enough for any cool-weather riding. The other advantage is the reduced bulk 
compared to full-on winter gloves, which often compromise feel at the controls for 
warmth. Personally my preference is for a touring glove like the GT2 WPs with heated grips and a set of Andy 
Straz RainOff overgloves - while the GT2 WPs are waterproof, a long, soaking ride will leave your hands cold, 
if not wet. A set of RainOff overgloves will break the wind and let the water bead-up and run off.
When we hit the freeway to get out of Melbourne riding the Himalayans it was just five degrees, and we didn’t 
have Barkbusters or heated handgrips, but my hands didn’t feel cold. 
The GT2s feature a Cordura topside with soft leather palm and armour protecting the areas prone to damage 
in a crash. 
The GT2s even feature conductive material in the fingertips of the forefinger and thumb, so you can operate a 
smartphone while wearing them.
Staying warm and comfortable really helps you stay focussed on riding, so a good pair of gloves like the Five 
Gloves GT2s should be considered an investment in safety.

– Nigel Paterson

Five Gloves GT2 warm touring gloves 

Price: $199.95 RRP
Get them from: Bike shops everywhere
More info: motonational.com.au

WATCH
VIDEO NOW

$479.95

$299.95

KABUTO
AEROBLADE 3

CASTLE HELMET

RRP

SAV E
$180!

WHILE STOCKS LAST

AMA’s
PRICE

$589.95

$399.95

BELL
MOTO-9 TAGGER
CLASH HELMET

RRP

SAV E
$190!

WHILE STOCKS LAST

AMA’s
PRICE

CLEARANCE WAREHOUSE

O P E N  T O  T H E

7  D A Y S
PUBLIC

07 3386 1600 07 5432 3999
1/31 DIXON STREET 2/75 LEAR JET DRIVE

QLDQLD
YATALA CABOOLTURE

SHOP ONLINE OR IN STORE
www.amawarehouse.com.au

$219.95

$99.95
FOX MAKO
2016 V1 HELMET
AMA’s
PRICE

RRP

SAV E
$120!

WHILE STOCKS LAST

$34.95

$20.00

ANSWER
APEX CHECKERS
ADULT GOGGLES

RRP

SAV E
$14.95!

WHILE STOCKS LAST

AMA’s
PRICE

amawarehouse

amawarehouse

FEELING
SOCIAL?
FOLLOW US

TODAY!

$159.90

$99.95
MSR
AXXIS 2017
MX COMBO

RRP

SAV E
$59.95!

WHILE STOCKS LAST

AMA’s
PRICE

$379.95

$299.95
BELL

QUALIFIER
DLX HELMETS

RRP

SAV E
$80!

WHILE STOCKS LAST

AMA’s
PRICE

$219.95

$159.95

RRP

SAV E
$60!

WHILE STOCKS LAST

AMA’s
PRICE

OXFORD
SUBWAY 2.0

JACKET

$229.95

$169.95

RRP

SAV E
$60!

WHILE STOCKS LAST

AMA’s
PRICE

OXFORD
MELBOURNE

JACKET

http://motonational.com.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3wJOebcqVlw]
http://amawarehouse.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/amawarehouse
http://amawarehouse.com.au/
http://amawarehouse.com.au/
http://amawarehouse.com.au/
http://amawarehouse.com.au/
http://amawarehouse.com.au/
http://amawarehouse.com.au/
http://amawarehouse.com.au/
http://amawarehouse.com.au/
http://amawarehouse.com.au/
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1. Classic Bike Dreaming
IT’S fourth time lucky for Newcastle author Peter J Uren with his latest tome, Classic Bike 
Dreaming, yet more stories of an old motorcycle mechanic.
It follows in the footsteps of his first three books The Old Mechanic, Dominator in the 
Shadows and the Classic Bike Workshop. For a new author Peter is certainly making his 
mark in the publishing world. His latest story follows the plot already developed in the 
first three books and as each book came out you could see the evolution of Peter’s writing 
style as he sought to further develop his characters and focus more on building them and 
their inter-relationships.
Be prepared for a bit more of an emotional ride with his latest work as Peter introduces a 
new, if far more complex character, tangled in a few more social issues.
The new character is an Aboriginal of the Kamilaroi mob who is trying to live between two 
cultures. Peter’s knowledge of the issues involved comes from personal connections who 
have first hand experience and he has captured the essence of the struggles and issues that 
are confronted. He has woven a rich story not only about his new character but the impact 
that this newcomer’s arrival has on the classic bike workshop we’ve come to know.
Peter joined Stroud Writers in July 2012 and by September the following year he had 
written and published his first book. He says that this one is likely to be the last in the 
series.
Price $19.50 plus postage each, or all four for $69.90

2 Riding the road of bones 2 disc DVD set. – $39.99
The 30,000 km motorbike ride from London to Magadan, on the edge of Russia, has 
been described as one of the most challenging rides in the world. For four long months 
a group of adventure riders from around the world travelled across a quarter of the 
Earth’s surface, pushing themselves and their bikes to the limit. 

3. Italian Custom Motorcycles – $39.99
Many books have been published about Italian motorcycles, but none has focused 
exclusively on the Italian motorcycle-based chopper, bobber, trike, and quad custom 
bike scene – until now.

4. And On That Bombshell – $32.99
I was Top Gear’s script editor for 13 years and all 22 series. I basically used to check 
spelling and think of stupid gags about The Stig. I also got to hang around with 
Jeremy Clarkson, Richard Hammond and James May. Then 
I realised that I had quite a few stories to tell from behind the scenes on the show. I 
remembered whose daft idea it was to get a dog. I recalled the willfully stupid way 
in which we decorated our horrible office. I had a sudden flashback to the time a 
Bolivian drug lord threatened to kill us. 
I decided I should write down some of these stories. So I have. I hope you like them.

5. Eyes Wide Open - Isle of Man  – $24.95
37+ miles of pure adrenalin...
The ultimate test of man and machine...
The world’s most dangerous racetrack...
A father and son realise a dream...
This is the their story.

6. Weekend Warriors 1 and 2 – $44.95
About five years ago Shaun, Andy and I (Jake) started to run out of places to ride. We 
were sick of riding the same places time and time again so we decided to pay a visit 
to the Melbourne Map Centre in Chadstone to see if there was a guide book on the 
subject.
Much to our surprise there was nothing to be found. Sure there were heaps of 
4WD and Mountain Bike books but, alas, no trail bike books. The guys in the 
shop were also surprised, as they had had a lot of enquiries from other trail 
bike riders.
This gave us an idea -  why not write our own book? And that is exactly what 
we did!.

7. Along for the ride – $39.95
Jim Scaysbrook has enjoyed a rich and varied life in which motorcycles have 
always been the common theme. Itching to follow his father’s footsteps, he 
began racing at the age of 16 and has since competed in virtually every form 
of competition, including both motocross and road racing at international 
level. He has competed on the American professional motocross scene, at the - 
infamous Isle of Man TT, and throughout Asia.

BOOK TITLE:  ____________________________________QTY: ____PRICE: ______

BOOK TITLE:  ____________________________________QTY: ____PRICE: ______

BOOK TITLE:  ____________________________________QTY: ____PRICE: ______

POSTAGE & HANDLING: ($10.00 OR FREE IF MORE THAN $100 SPENT)                                         PRICE: ___________

Want more than 3? List them on a separate sheet.                        TOTAL AMOUNT INCLUDED: ___________

NAME ______________________________

ADDRESS ___________________________

P/C___________PH:_______________

CARD TYPE: M/CARD  VISA  EXP. DATE: __/__   CVC___

CARD NUMBER:    _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ 
- - -  -

SIGNATURE_________________________ 

Cheques or money orders should be made out to Motorcycle Publishing Pty 
Ltd. Send your order to: Book Sales, Cycle Torque, PO Box 687, Warners Bay, NSW 2282 

Ph: (02) 4956 9820, Fax: (02) 4956 9824
Shop online at www.cycletorque.com.au
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CYCLE TORQUE    BOOK SHOP

THE LARGEST 
MOTORCYCLE WRECKERS 
IN AUSTRALIA
ON EBAY. ON WEB. ON SITE

ENORMOUS RANGE OF PARTS AND SPARES  
FOR VIRTUALLY ANY MODEL BIKE

Metropolitan Motorcycle Spares

www.motorcyclewreckers.com 

Licenced Dealer Number MD038376

• Wrecking all Makes & Models 
• Grey Imports • Spares & Accessories

• All Service Items
• Australia wide freight

• WE PAY CASH FOR BIKES

10% DISCOUNT PARTS • 5% DISCOUNT ENGINES  
EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK WITH THIS ADVERT

SUZUKI

Phone: (02) 9748 7400  
parts@motorcyclewreckers.com

90 Silverwater Rd, Silverwater, NSW 2128

http://www.cycletorque.com.au
http://www.motorcyclewreckers.com
http://stores.ebay.com.au/metropolitanwreckers
http://www.motorcyclewreckers.com
parts@motorcyclewreckers.com?subject=CycleTorque Advert
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PROUDLY 
SPONSORED BY 

IPONE OILS

Bikers Hunter Club
Meets the first Wednesday of the month at Edgeworth 
Bowling Club.  All riders welcome. 
Call Neville Whyte 0418 897 357
 

Twisted Throttle Escapes
Providing the “sports” rider with  the ultimate all inclusive 
riding  “ Escape” / holiday package . South Australia Mt Lofty 
ranges and environs.  
www.twistedthrottleescapes.com.au   
  

HIMALAYAS are calling
India : DGR at the Top of the World : 16th – 30th September
India : Himalayan Super Scramble : 14th – 25th October
Nepal : Stairway to Heaven : 1st – 12th November
Sri Lanka : Ceylon Circuit : 19th – 30th November
Mobile : +61 401 55 99 46
Web: himalayanheroes.com :: Facebook :: instagram 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwbJYLiuFHKvJfgABD99rtQ
   

Mt Buller Motorcycle Adventures 
Nov 4-10 Ultimate High Country (3-day options avail).
Register your interest for the big adventure bike rally now!
Call 0412 587 011 for more info
or check out www.bullerbikeadventures.com.au
  

Vietnam Motorbike Tours
See the real Vietnam on safe, fully escorted tours.  
Bookings through Main Street Travel. (03) 5975 6333
Check out www.vietnammotorbiketours.com  
for more information.

Roadcraft Plus Motorcycle 
Techniques. 

·  Individual Tuition 

·  Refresher Courses available 
for small groups 

·  Braking and Cornering schools   
(Mac Namara Park Mt 
Gambier) 

·  Phillip island  
Coach ‘n’ Ride Rides 

For courses and dates email: 
garagemc@internode.on.net 

Phillip Island Ride Days 
phillipislandridedays.com.au

Champions Ride Days 
Ph: 0427 771 451
championsridedays.com.au

Sydney Motorsport Park 
Ride Days
Ph: 1300 793 423. 
smsprd.com.au

Motorcycle Tours

Ride Days

MARKET TORQUE

http://www.radguard.com.au
http://www.radguard.com.au
http://www.twistedthrottleescapes.com.au
http://himalayanheroes.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwbJYLiuFHKvJfgABD99rtQ
http://www.bullerbikeadventures.com.au
http://www.vietnammotorbiketours.com
http://phillipislandridedays.com.au
http://championsridedays.com.au
http://smsprd.com.au
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• Backpacks • Tailpacks
• Tankpacks • Waistpacks
• Hydration • Helmet Bags
• Drybags • Accessories

Ph: 0409 959 737

.com.au

andystrapz.com
® 

Going Somewhere?
Visit Andy Strapz first.

Professional motorcycle repairs for 
most brands and registration checks 

PH/FAX: 9894 8225
www.castlehillmotorcycles.com.au

12-7 Carrington Road, Castle Hill NSW 2154 

SA’s longest running Multi award winning Kawasaki Dealer. Est 1987.
Trained technicians, extensive range of apparel and accessories.

TO SEE OUR AWESOME DEALS VISIT

www.victormotorcycles.com.au

MARKET TORQUEMARKET TORQUE

All headsets available in single or dual pro audio
options. All NoiseGuard™ custom moulds come

with 3 year mould integrity warranty.

Custom Moulded Pro Audio
Superior Clarity | Superior Comfort | No hollow tubing!

Motorcycle headset with pro musicians audio in 
premium custom moulds & strain relief wiring. 
Compatible with SENA Bluetooth.

Genuine iPhone™ / Samsung™ head phones 
modifi ed with pro musicians audio in premium 
custom moulds.

Premium custom moulded hearing protection 
available in slim fi t options for tight helmets, all 
colours & standard with Moto or Mobile options.

Call Hearlink on 03 9326 2231 | www.noiseguard.com.au

NoiseGuard
Moto™ $399

NoiseGuard™
Mobile $285

NoiseGuard™
$195

NoiseGuard Moto™ worn by: Authorized Reseller:

The choice of professionals, designed by motorcyclists for motorcyclists.
Class 5 34dB Reduction Aust/NZ Standards - Ultra Soft Medical Grade Silicone

COMPREHENSIVE SUSPENSION SETUP FOR  
MOTOCROSS, SUPERCROSS, ENDURO & ROAD

RACE TECH PARTS & SERVICE

• SPRINGS • REVALVES
• GOLD VALVES • SERVICES
• EMULATORS • MOTOREX OIL
• BIKE & TRACK SETUP

GUARANTEED 
IMPROVEMENTS 

FOR ALL 
MOTORCYCLES

promoto@activ8.net.au
PH: (02) 6577 6177 OR 0408 721 210

Ian Wightman’s

PRO-MOTO SUSPENSION

KALPAGE & CO. SOLICITORS

I am a keen motorcyclist who enjoys a good ride with 
friends and fellow enthusiasts. I understand what it 

is like to be a rider and some of the problems 
faced, you can talk to me.

DON’T GIVE UP WITHOUT A FIGHT

Chris Kalpage   PH: (02) 9230 0448  MOB: 0418 211 074  
Email: kalpage@aol.com Web: www.kalpageandcosolicitors.com.au

ALL COURTS IN NSW COVERED

• Traffic Matters
• Licence Appeals
• Drink Driving Matters
• Criminal Law

Licence loss no problem - we can come to you

Historical Rylstone, gateway to the Bylong Valley.
Traditional pub style rooms.

Great Beer garden out the back!
Lock up sheds available upon request.

BISTRO, POOL TABLE, JUKEBOX, WOOD FIRES, TAB, FOX SPORTS.

60 Louee Street Rylstone 2849 NSW  •  02 6379 1118  
www.rylstonehotel.com.au

 Nigel Morrell’s
MOTORCYCLE SERVICES
Motorcycle Crash Repairs & Restoration Since 1988

www.nigelmorrellsmotorcycles.com.au
jamman@adam.com.au  

Adelaide’s only specialist motorcycle crash repairer,  
where over 95% of the work is carried out ‘in house’.

Proud to be Adelaide’s only motorcycle repairer in Suncorp Insurance 
Group’s ‘Specialist Repairer Network’.

We also carry out repairs for all other insurance companies.
As seasoned professionals we pride ourselves on our mature approach to 

repairing and maintaining your motorcycle.

We also offer a pick up service for your crashed or broken down bike.

Tank metal finishing, fairing repairs, plastic welding and painting

We are now operating from New Premises
Located at 214 Richmond Road, Marleston

ABN:81616249576

PH. 08 8351 7088
214 RICHMOND ROAD MARLESTON 5033

For the love of 
motorcycling

LOVE IT
LIKE IT!

TAP ICON NOW

Like us on Facebook and  
share with friends for  

breaking news and exclusives.

www.kriega.com.au
www.airhawkguy.com.au
www.andystrapz.com
www.castlehillmotorcycles.com.au
http://www.victormotorcycles.com.au
http://noiseguard.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/ProMotoSuspension/
http://www.kalpageandcosolicitors.com.au
www.rylstonehotel.com.au
http://www.nigelmorrellsmotorcycles.com.au
http://www.cycletorque.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/CycleTorque
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             The Victorian High Country 
bullerbikeadventures.com.au 
          0412 587 011 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
        Follow us           All inclusive tours  

 

 

  

MARKET TORQUE

Best deals on new and used  
Harley-Davidson, Suzuki, Honda, Triumph and Ducati.  

Huge range of tyres, on and off road merchandise and apparel.
Modern well equipped service department with dyno room.

244 Goonoo Goonoo Rd, Tamworth, NSW 

02 6762 1557  www.westrmc.com.au

Sheepskin for motorcycles 
is ALL we make!

0414 390 507

Ph: 02 4422 9683 
www.nowramotorcycles.com.au 

132 Princes Hwy, South Nowra, NSW 2541

cycletorque.com.au

HIT AIR airbag 
motorcycle jacket

HIT AIR Australia   
M: 0430 247 224
www.hitairaustralia.com.au  

MOTORRAD JKT, 
inflated

Fall and impact protection.
3Chest 3Neck 3Shoulders
3Back 3Spine 3Hips  
3Bottom

I s l e  o f  M a n

Available Now. 
To order call 02 4956 9820 
or shop online at  
www.motobooks.com.au

“From your very first lap of the world famous Isle of Man 
mountain course your eyes are open as wide as they can 
be, and all your brain power is focused on the job at hand. 
There is simply no space left for anything else.”

37+ miles of pure adrenalin...
The ultimate test of man and machine...
The world’s most dangerous racetrack...
A father and son realise a dream...
This is their story.

WATCH
TRAILER

WINNER  
2016 ISLE OF MAN CLASSIC TT 

1ST SUPERBIKE PRIVATEER

www.garagemotorcycles.com.au
http://www.bullerbikeadventures.com.au
http://www.westrmc.com.au
http://www.sheepyhollow.com
http://www.nowramotorcycles.com.au
http://www.nowramotorcycles.com.au
https://twitter.com/search?q=cycletorque&src=typd
http://instagram.com/cycletorque
http://www.facebook.com/CycleTorque
http://www.youtube.com/user/cycletorquedotcom
www.hitairaustralia.com.au
http://www.motobooks.com.au
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LAMS Guidance
Hi guys. I’m in the market for a new motorcycle 
and after doing my due diligence in terms of 
plenty of research, it was your review of the 
Yamaha MT-03 that clinched that bike as the 
one that I’d like to go after. I was also pleased to 
recognise in the video (and then confirm with the 
postal address) that you guys are in the Hunter 
area, such as myself.
That being said, I had some questions I’d love 
answered and was hoping that you could give 
some friendly advice. To start, I’m currently on 
my P1’s, and I’m not the type of person who 
would enjoy purchasing a new motorcycle 
every year, simply to match up with whatever 
restrictions may be in place for my license level. 
To that end, do you believe the Yamaha MT-03 
would be a reliable, consistent performer over 
say, the next 5-10 years?
Second, concerning price. I understand Graeme 
Boyd is the local Newcastle Yamaha Dealer 
and I’ll be contacting them shortly to organise a 
test ride, but I was hoping to get a little outside 
perspective on just what to expect an MT-03 to 
fetch in terms of cost. I’ve researched myself in 
the $5,700 to $6,300 bracket, but having a more 
enlightened opinion would certainly help with my 
decision.
Thanks for any advice you’re able to give, and 
thanks for taking the time to read and hopefully 
reply.

Corey Jarvis

Hi Corey
Happy to help. The last price list I can find is a bit 
old but your figure is definitely in the ball park.
The MT-03 is an excellent choice – great bike, and 
yep – you can expect around 10 years of good, 
reliable motoring as long as the service schedule 
is followed.
If you are thinking about hanging onto it for that 
5-10 year period the only suggestion I can really 
offer is that you take the MT-07 for a test ride as 
well.
10 years down the track you might find you’ll 
outgrow the performance of the 321cc engine, 
although it obviously depends on a lot of things 
(how often you ride, where you ride mostly and 

the type of riding you do are just a few things…).
The MT-07 is LAMS approved, it’s at the pointy 
end of the market so it’s a bit more expensive but 
the increase in performance might suit your needs 
a bit better long term, and even when you’ve got 
your full licence.
It also depends a bit on your current ability too - 
the MT-07 steers a bit quicker so it might feel a bit 
overwhelming and ‘flighty’ to you initially. Nothing 
technique can’t fix and nothing we can’t try to 
help you with if you need to know more.
But I reckon you’re well and truly on the right 
track – there is nothing wrong with sticking with 
the MT-03, riding it to your heart’s content and 
only think about upgrading if you need to. – RG

Cotton’s gotta go
Sorry. Totally bored with this same ‘formula’ 
style. 
Bring back someone with a real opinion. 

Adrian Iredale

Biggest Morning Tea @ Grey Gum Café
We had a great weekend spent at the Grey Gum 
Cafe on the Putty Rd NSW, in support of the 
Cancer Councils’ Biggest Morning. Hope to do it 
again in 2018.
Eddie Bell

A Zed-9 discussion from our YouTube 
channel
I am mulling over the Z900 or the 765 street triple 
RS. While the lure of all the bells and whistles 
is temping it’s difficult to go past bang for buck 
of the Z900. Thanks for the review keep up the 
good work.

blip98

When is the Z900RS coming out Kawasaki?
Garry K

The sidestand is easy to locate, just look down, 
see that little tagged-on bar… You got it!

Paul Baker

Write A Letter! 
WIN A GREAT PRIZE
This month Corey has won a Book from motobooks.com.au.
To see what selection of books are available go to www.motobooks.com.au   
Send your letters (and/or great bike pictures to  
The Editor, Cycle Torque, PO Box 687 Warners Bay, NSW 2282  
or email letters@cycletorque.com.au

TORQUING BACK  LETTERS

WWW.CYCLETORQUE.COM.AU

NEWS

DIGITAL
EDITIONS

Sign up for our eNewsletter 
to never miss a thing!

SPECIAL 
OFFERS

VIDEO

PLUS A WHOLE LOT MORE… WWW.CYCLETORQUE.COM.AU

http://motobooks.com.au
http://www.motobooks.com.au
http://www.motobooks.com.au/ITALIAN-CUSTOM-MOTORCYCLES/
http://www.cycletorque.com.au
http://www.cycletorque.com.au
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cycletorque
For the Love of 
Motorcycling

www.cycletorque.com.au

http://www.cycletorque.com.au
www.cycletorque.com.au



